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TO THE 


'READER- 


| | | # - 
PF; He greateſt and hjgheft 
'# Honour of the reafor® * 


able Creature is to ſerve 
| * him, who is the beſt 
' Good, and laſt End. Herein do 
| we communicate with Angets, 
. whoſe glory it is that they are 
| Miiftring Spirits, always behold- 

ing the face of God our aFa- 
ther for this very purpoſe. How 
diligent then ſhould we be to lay 
hold on, and to improve all oppor- | 
 tunicies of ſervice,ſeeing our time 
is ſo ſhort, our work ſo great, and... 
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* ' Tothe Reader. 
firſt believed 2 The Son of Gol 
him that hath ſent me, &c. Chriſt 


Jeſus our Maſter improved all op- 


doing good, filling all places where 
he came with the ſavour of his Do- 


knew his time was ſhort, andthe 
En recompence of reward at hand. 
&: He&1:.2. The ſerious thoughts hereof would 
exceedingly ſpur us toa holy di- 
ligence , eſpecially conſidering 
that Heaven is a place not of 


| will be diveſted of ſerving and ho- 
mu nouring God in many of theſe 
MY ways, wherein now ( through 
be, gtace) they are enabled to bring 
much glory to his Name. Many 
Graces, Duties, Gifts bave here 
their place, while we are Y7atore-, 
\ but ſhall havemo room when we 
- come to be Comprebenſores, 


x 
© EE * af " 


eur ſalvation nearer than when w2_ 
- *hath given us a glorious pattern 
Fohn 9.4. herein, 1 muſt work the work of 


portunities , went up and down. 


&riine and Miracles, becauſe he - 


work but reward, w:cre the Sainfs | 
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* To the Reader, _-- 
And this is the delign of the 
worthy Author in this little Tra: 
tz, toſet before thee the great op- 
j portunities thou haſt of ſervice to 
| God , while thou art on this ſide 
. Heaven, beyond what are to be 
enjoyed there, Were this — 
ly weighed, how would Holineſsbe 
promoted, Saints thrive, Families 
flouriſh, Churches revive 2 we 
ſhould not ſo paſſionately defire 
death meerly to be rid of all ſuf- 
ferings , but ſhoud prize life, if 
with it Chriſt Jeſus might be mag- 
nified. It is glorious work that 
"|. God calls his Saints to 'ere they 
.| get to Heaven. Is not ſuffering for 
'# Chriſt, glorious work * is not the 
exerciſe of Faith, Hope, and Pati- * **.4 
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| ence, glorious work 2 To do good, *® ©.» 
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and to communicate both to the + # 

. « Þo i 1 . ; | 
bodily and ſpiritual neceſſities of ;- - =} 
Saints and others, is not this glo- - 


| -rious work* In a word, to ptopa- A 
gate pure Religion,& und tw 
* | the generations to cqme, is not this /. +,.? 
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"Fs abs Reader. © 


« glorious work © Why, herein are 


the Saints on Earth priviledged 
beyond thoſe in Heaven , where 


\ there is no room for the exerciſe 


of theſe Graces, and Duties. 

Oh ! who would not pray that 
he might live. to do God ſervice ? 
ſpin not out prectons time un- 
profitably. - Pray that thou may- 
eſt be counted worthy of this 
calling ( which is indeed a high 


, calling) and fulfil all the good 


pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and the 
work of Faith, Hope, and Pati- | 
ence, with power, that the Name 
of our- Lord © Jeſus Chriſt may. 


be glorified if you,and ye in him, 


- according to the grace of our God, 


and. the Lord clus Chriſt, 
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Iſaiah 38 18, 19, 


For the Grave cannot praiſe thee, 
Death cannot celebrate thee : They 
that] go down into the pit, can- 
not hope for thy truth, 

The living, the living, he ſhall praiſe 
thee, as I do this day: The Fa- 
ther to the Children ſhall make 
known thy Truth, 
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WU piving for his recovery 
Wl from his fickneſs ( be- 
NP ginning at the ninth 


King was not-{imply 
afraid of Deathyas appeareth,ver, 3d.Buc 
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capt ag 
ling of God's Promiſe to-David , which 
we' have fqur times, ,expreſiled , ( viz. 
2 Sam, 7: x2, 13, 16. 1King, 8. 25. 
Pſal. 89.28, 29. & 132. 12, Jn all 
which places we find this Promiſe to Da- 
1d, that there ſhould not fail a Man of 
his Seed, to fir upon the Throne of 1ſ- 
raecl, ſo that his Children took heed to 
their wayes, to walk before the Lord in 
truth, as David their Father had done. 
Here was a Promiſe with a Condition. 
And hence it is, I ſuppoſe , that Heze- 
kiah in his Prayer ({ werſ. 3d ) makes 
mention of his fulfilling that Condition, 
viz. That David's Children muſt take 
heed to their. way, . ( if they delired to 
tie upon his Throne ) that they walk be- 
' fore him, as David had done. For, ſaith 
Hezekiab, Remember tow, O Lord, 1 bt- 
ſeeth thee, how 1 have walked before thee 


1 truth,and with a perfett heart, 8 have 


done that which is good in thy fight. As 
much as to ſay,* Lord ! I hopethou wilc 
© not cut ine off, and leave the Kingdom 
© without an Heir of the Seed of Dawid, 


© ſeeing chou did'ſt promiſe him thar' 
© thou wouldeſt not ; provided thac © 


© his Children-took heed to their way, 
© that they walked before him as David 
«did, Aud, through-thy Grace, I have 
 Yngher oe | 2 hy c L2F) 
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# (3) 
© ſo walked iti tny meaſure , and. theres 
* fore, | hope, thou wilt nor cake me 
© away, who have pefformed the Con- 
© dition. So that Hez.ekzab ( though a 
"very good Man ) was atraid of Death; 
yet not fimply , but left che Kingdom 
ſhould want an Heir of the Seed of 
David. EW 

And this that I have ſaid confirms the 
Opinion of thoſe that ſay, that Heze- 
kiab was loth co dye , becaule then he 
had no Heir ; though that was nor all __ 
the reaſon. _ 

For, Secondly , He was alſo loth ta $5 » * 
dye in God's diſpleaſure ,- fo as a Child PR. 
of God m y do. For God doth teſtifie- 
his temporal diſpleaſure many times a- 2 
gainſt his. own Children. If bis Children P/al. 8g.  .. 
forſake my Law, and walk_ not in my 333d, © 
Judgments : If they break my Statutes, Wy 
and keep not my Commantiments; Then - + 3 
will [ vifit their tranſgreſſions with the *IFS& 3 
Rod ,. and their iniquity with Stripets-.. "12 
And he teſtifies ic tomecimes in their _ 
death , as he did in the death of the 32 
Prophet that came out of Judah, and 1 Angry 
Propheſied againſt the Altar 'it Bethel , dy 
who was {lain by a Lion for his diſo- 
beying t1e Word of the Lord. _ 
- And Hezekiab was afraid , that God © > 
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had ſome controverſic with him , and 


he was loth to dye in God's diſpleaſure. 
Peradventure, he was ſomewhat lifted up 


with his miraculous deliverance from the 


Hoſtof Sygxacheris,mentioned in the for- 
mer Chapter : For God did wonderful 
things, as you know, to efteRt that 
delverance, and this ſickneſs was 1umme- 
diately after thadeſtruction of Sexacbe- 
rib's. Army, for that happened in the 
39thyear of Hezekiabs life, who lived 
fifteen years after his recovery from his 
ſickneſs, which two numbers make the 
whole 'number of Hezekiah's years, 
which were 54, 2 King.18, 2, So that 
this ſickneſs of his fell out preſently up- 
on that great deliverance, And the 
good Man was not fo thankful ( per- 


: haps ) as he ſhould be, but ſomewhat 


elevated. For this was his weaknels af- 
ter his recovery. His heart was lifted 
up, and he rendred not again accord- 
ing to the benefic done to him,for which 
God was angry with hims What 
the fin was, I will notpoſitively deter- 


- mine, 'only I thus conjecture ; but that 
:* he apprehended God's diſpleaſure for 


his fin, is evident from the words imme. 
diately before my Text, faith he, Thos 


haſt caſt all my fins behund thy back, 
4 ' ; oC. 
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Therefore , it ſeems, his fins lay hefore 


- (5. 


the face of God, till his recovery, arid. 


upon this account he was lothgo dye. 
Thirdly , He was loth to dye, as 
fearing what fhould become of his Re- 
formation, For he knew what became 
of Fehoſhaphat's , though he left a fon 
behind him ; and of Febojadab's, though 
he left a well-educated Nephew behind 


him. Add hereunto, that be found 


the Church in a very deplored conditi- 
on , when he came to the Crown. And 
as for his preſent Reformation , it had 
not laſted fo long as his Father's De- 
formation and [dolatry 3 and his Refor- 


- mation. had ſcarce taken root as yet. ; 
therefore he was willing to live longer, 


and not, as yet, to dyc. 

Fourchly, That which made him the 
moreunwilling, , was the nature. of hjs 
Diſeaſe, which (by the: Remedy, and 
way of Cure, a lump of Figes laid for 
a Plaiſter upon the Boyl, Yer, 22.) I 
ſay, which by the Cure, ſcems to. have 
been che Peſtilence : And he 'was not 


willing to go to Heaven that way 


though gaod Men may dye cf that Dit- 


\eaſe, and many times have done. Bur 
yet.a Child of God would, for ſevezal .- +; 2 
decline that way of . {3 
dying, tiniight land with che-good., pa 


Reaſons, willingly 
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Thus you ſee the Reaſons why Heze- 
kiah was loth to dye. 

Now then being recovered , and ha- 
ving a leaſe of his life for 1 5 years grant. 
ed him, he writech down his thankſgi- 
ving , as much afteed wich God's mer- 
cy towards him, verſ. 9, &c. 

In the Texc read unco you, there is, 

I.' A,Declaration of the ſtate of the 
Dead, as to the loſs of all opportunities 
ever to praiſe and maguific God any 
moore, 'or to hope for his truth 1n this 
world. 

Secondly, An Aflertion of the oppor. 
eunzcies enjoyed by the living , thus to 
praiſe od, and to make known his 
Truth, that is, His Truth and Faithful. 


neſs in his Promiſes, For, T conceive, 


Hez.ckiab hath here a ſpecial reſpect to 
the Truth and faithfulneſs of God in 
his Promiſe made co David and his 


* Seed, in the foremctioned Texts of 


Scripture. 

And therefore ic is very likely, that 
Hezekiab made known this Truth and 
Faithfulneſ(s of God co his ſan Manaſſeb, 


who was twelve years old when Heze- 


kiab, Gyed. Though Manaſſeb ( it 
ſeems ) did liccle mind. ic , or made 
any good uſe of ic. That Point of 
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(7.) 
DoEtrine, which I ſhall infſt upon, is 
this, That | 

Do&rine, : 

T here arg opportunities of ſervice to bs 
performed to God in this life, which are 
not to be enjojed after death. 

. Or thus, 

The people of God may do that for him 
in this World , which they cannot do in 
Heaven. 

David therefore makes an Argument 
of it, in his Prayer, and ſad Complainc in 
his Sickneſs: For , faith he, in death 
there 15 no rtlyembrance of thee : ( not 
bur chat the Saints in Heaven do remem» 
ber God, ( for they'ſee him there ) but 
. they cannot keep up his memorial any 
louger among the. living; he goes on ) 
In the Grave who ſhall grve thee thanks ? 
The like we have 1a che 30th Pſalm, cn. 
ticled , A Song at the Dedication of the 
honſe of David, viz. after his return (a8 
"41S conceived ) from his victory over 
Abſalom, who had dreadfully defiled 
David's houſe with Inceſt, in abufing his 


Fathers Concubines ; which houſe there ._ 
fore David endeavours to purge and." 
cleanſe in a ſolemn holy manner at ths: 


return, and todedicate ir anew to God 
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cryed to the Lord in the day of his trou- 


ble,when Abſalom roſe up againſt him,8: 
when he was afraid of his life, and was 
loth to dye by the hand of his ſon 
ſaith he,YVhat Profit 1s there in my blood, 
when I go down to the pit ? ſhall the duſt 
pratſe thee ? ſhall it declare thy Truth ? 
And dark deſerted Heman ' makes uſe 
of the ſame argument, Pſal. 88. 10, 11. 
Wilt thou ſhew wonders to the dead ? and 
ſhall the dead ariſe and praily thee ? Selah. 


. » Shall thy loving kindneſs be declared in the 


Grave ? or thy faithfulneſs 4" deſtruttion ? 
Shall thy wonders be known in the dark ? 
and thy righteouſneſs in the land of for- 
getfulneſs ? ſaith he, Thy people may 
make keown thy wonders 1n this lite, 
but notin the Grave, 

Bur then, do nor: the: Saints , when 

they aredead praiſe the Lord ? 
._ © Yes ; But the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh not cf 
that, bur of praiſing God , and decla- 
ring his. loving kindneſs, faithfulneſs, 
and righteouſneſs in the land of the li- 
ving. And all their fervice that way 1s 
aranend, except by Miracle any be rai- 
{cd from the dead, as, Lazarm and Tu 
bitha were. So Pſal. 115.17. Thedead 

raiſe not the Lord, neither any that yo 
dewn imo ſilence, And hence ſ{aih 
>. EEG Davi 
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David , 1 ſhall not dye, but live, al i If ark. | 'N 


clare the works of the Lord, Pſalm. x18, 
x7, As much as tolay , there is no de- 
claring of chem after dearh! 

Bat what are choſe ſervices that may 
be done here , which cannot bed one in 
Heaven, that lo we may ſee the Point 
in Inſtances ? 


They are many ; : and let me begin Anſw. 
BS 


with theſe 1n my Text, 

T be living, the living, he ſhall praiſe 
thee, 1, e, He {hall praiſe thee before the 
Children of ,Men in che Land of che h- 
ving. * Now, this is a glorious ſervice, 
conraining as much as is imparted in the 
fi it Pecition of che Rule of Prayer, 4, e, 
Hallowed be thy Name 3; which, though 
it be a ſervice done in Heaven, yet inthe 
preſence of glorified Saints only , with- 
out any Propagation of praiſe to the 
Name of Gad, for that is the priviledge 
of the Saints while they live in this 
world, where they make the Name of 
_Gad known to them, that knew 1t not 
before. This is the firſt and higheſt Pe- 


Tition of all 1n our prayers, and cherc- * 


fore of greateſt concernment. - 


Secondly, There is another ſervice in a 
my Text, which cannot be performed” in, - 


Hem, and 1c is contained In * - thiefe --- 
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glorified Saiats at all. 


F.C) 


. words, The Father to the Children ſhall 


noake known thy Truth, And is not 
this alſo a moſt bleſſed ſervice ? for it 
contains what 15 imported in the ſecond 
Petition in the Rule of Prayer, ( viz. ) 
Thy Kingdom come. Por this 1s one ex. 
cellent way of advancing-and enlarging 
the Kingdom of God in this world, 
(41z.) when Parents ſhall make known 
the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God ro 
their Children, To which purpoſe con. 
ſider, Pſal.78. 2, 7. Dem. 4.9, and 
6.6, 7, And this1s the great ſervice 
of the Saints ypon Earth, both Miniſters 
and People, The things ( laith Pas! to 
T inotby, 2 Ep'ſt. Ch. 2. Ver. 2. ) That 
thou haſt beard of me among many witneſ- 
ſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful men, 
who ſhall be able to teach others alſo. And 
this is a ſervice, which cannoc be 
done in Heaven. For the dead Saints 
cannot contribute ought to the enlarg- } 
ing of the Kingdoni of Grace in this 

World ; and as for the Kingdom of 
Glory, there are but two wayes of en. 
larging that, which are by tne depar- 
ture of the Saints on Earth to Heaven, 
and by the Reſurrefion 3 jg neither 'of 
which doth God vſe the fcrvice of che | 


Tae 


bs * 
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nd $3.9, 

The care therefore of the choiceſt 
Saints hath been, not only for the time 
of their lives , but for ths Generations 


to come, that they might know what Dexr.31; 
God had done, The time would fail 19. .: 
Foſh.a laſt 
and Paul , whoſe Epiſtles cloſe with this , - 
Doxology and hearty deſire of glory to 1f.Ch. 

be given to Chriſt in the Churches for £25 5.laft. 


ro tell of Moſes, and Foſhua, and David, 


"ever, The truth 1s, che whole Scrip- 
ture is a Book of the Acts. and Monu- 
ments of the Lord's wonderful works in 
gathering, and building, protecting la- 
ving, and doing good to his Church, and 
that for this end, that the, Generations to 
come might put their hope and truſt in 
God. And this was the unanimous de- 
fign of the Pen-men of holy Scriprure, 
This ſhalfbe written for the generations 
to come 5®and the people which ſhall be 
created ſhall praiſe the Lord. 


Thirdly, Here in this world the Saints 


may live exemplarily,blamele[s and harm- 


leſs, as the ſons of God without rebuke Phils. 15, + 


in the midſt of 4 crooked and perverſe 


gexeration, Aud this is a great ſervice © - 


alſo, ; For 
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Pſal.xo2. 


Firſt, Hereby ſome may come to be _. 
converted , t Pet. 3, I. and 1o _the-- 
Kingdom of God is enlarged by this way - 

alfo; And B Seconds: + 
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CRE. 
| Secondly, Many hereby will be con- 
vinced, and left without excuſe in char 
'great day, + For this is one way where- : 
- by che Sains ſhall judg che world ; they 
'Mat.12.  ſhail jadg it exemplarily, and (in con- 
& 4£ with currence, with Chriſt ) ſeztentrarilly; 
-- x Cor.6, 2. Now - (I fay ) this is a ſervice , which 
cannot be done in Heaven ; where, Firſt, 
Taere is no evil perſon: Nor Secondly, 
Any need of exgmples for che glorified 
Saints to walk by, who are all perfect, 
and under the immediate and foie Go- 
vernment of the Spirit of God, There 
is but one example in Heaven, ard that 
is the exemplary cauſe. of the glorifica- 
tion of our bodies, 42. T be glorified bo- | 
dy of Chriſt, For in this life the Saints | 
conform to the grace of Chiifg aQively, 
and at the Reſurrection, they conform f 
to his glorified body patlively, as to their * 
paterns 
Here in this world the Saints have 
oppor' unites of reproving Sin, con- 
futing Errors, inſtructizg the Ignoraur, 
warning the Uuruly, comforting the 
Feeble mindcd, praying for cheir Relati- 
ons and Fiiends, &c. Now there are go 
ſuch things in Heaven, where there 1sno 
Sin, no Error, no Ignorauce, no Unru.. | 
lincs, uone Aﬀicted, no . praying for: 
| Relacions. 
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Relations. I remember how dying Mr. ,, , © 
ar | Rolloth was much offended with a Kin(- Mg 3 
e- | man, fordefiring his Prayers when he y;r, ejwe. ® 
y | ſhould come to Heaven, - God will have 2 
1- | but one Lacerceſſor there, x-'Y 
”. efice they may do good to the bo. F. * - Y 
h | dies,ot Men. For they may feed the W— 
t, & hungry, givedrink to the thirſty, lodge Mcatth.vg, *2 
v, | the harbourleſs, clothe the naked , viſit 35,36. 
d the ſick and impriſoned ; whereas in "= 
t, F Heaven there are no neceſſities or wants; | % 
» Here the Saint» may ſuffer for Chriſt & 6. 
e | giveateſtimony to his Cauſe, and to che 
Te Truth, by the loſs ot their Relations, 

- & and Friends, of their Goods, Health, 

- | Eaſe, Credit, Liberty ., Houſes, Lands, 7 
Ss 3 Countries, Life, 8c. For, Bleſſed art the 3 
', & dead which dyeinthe Lord, from bence- - - 
n | forth, yea, ſaith the Spirit , thas they S343 


r * may reſt from their laboxrs, and their 
* works follow them.” And this is ſuch a | 
- ſervice, 4s che very Angels are 1n no wiſe * . 


- capable of, 
, So that you ſee, there are many ſervi- 
c ces which the Saints may do . here 
- for Chriſt , which they cannot do in 
) Heayen, We” 
) Indeed, if they could return to this _ = 
- | life againy they might do ſuch works as 4,7 
rf theſe, For when Lazarns was raiſed +52 
Fay > BZ fron 
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from the dead, he entertained Chriſt a» 


John 12.2 pain, And when Tabitha was raiſed 


from the dead, it is very probable that 
ſhe fell to her "good Works and Alms- 
deeds again, to her making of Coats and 
Garments again for the poor, as ſhe had 
been wont ( AZ. 9.39.) Bur theſgare 
rare examples of the returning of the 
dead Saints to this world again. For as 
the Clond # couſumed,and vamſheth away: 
ſo be that goeth down to the grave, ſhall 
come up nomore. He ſhall return no more 
to bus houſe, neither ſhall his place 
know him any more, 

Laſtly, There are ſome giſts of grace 
which cannot - be exerciſed in Hea: 
ven, For: 

Firſt, Here the Saints do believe , 


” whereas in Heaven Faith is turned into 


| Vifion, Here they walk by Faith, and 
' n6t by ſight, as they (hall do in Hea- 
ven. And Faith is a gifr of Grace, 
whereby God is much glorified ; for it 
empties and humbles the Heart , and 


"carrieth it forth to Chriſt, and glorihes 


God in all his Attributes. Whereas in 
Heaven the Saints have all in hand, and 
therefore they live by ſight, and not by 
Faith, There is but one thing there to 


. 
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their happineſs) and that is, the reſwr- 
rettion of the dead, in the Faith whereof 
they live, but yer this FaitH is of ano- 
ther nature, than that which juſtifieth 
and faveth 1n this lite, 

Secondly, It followeth hence, That 
here, in this life che Saints do exerciſe 


| Hope, waiting for the good which 1s 


held forth in the Promiſe , which cheir 
Faith believerh chey ſhall have. Where. 
as 1in Heaven, Hope 1is® turned into 


truition and enjoyment. For Hope Rom.8.24 


( that is, the thing hoped for ) that 5s 
ſeen,is not Hope : for what a man ſeth, 


| why doth he yet hope for ? There 1s no 


hope in Heaven ( the Fathers to the Chil. 
dren cannot bope for rhy Truth, as He- 
zekiah here ſaith ) excepr it be of the 


* Reſurretion, whereof the Saints have pg 1g, ,. 
* a moſt joyful expectation, They are 


glad, and rejogee, in that their fleſh doth 
reſ in hepe, Not chat their fleſh doth 
hope, but that reFeth, and their Souls 
hope for its rifing again, 

Accordingly it followeth, That here 
in this life che Saints do exerciſe their 
patience, Which ceaſeth in Heaven, be. 


cauſe our hope ceaſeth there. For pa»: . 


tience is the ſervant of Hope, ( 1 Thef. 
I. 3, ) called there che patience of hope 5 


oy * 
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For if we bope for that which we ſee not, 
then do we nath patience wait for it. There 
1s nothing in Heaven to put our patience 
ro 1. 

It is true indeed what the Apofile 
ſaith, x Cor. 13.laft. Now abideth F aith, 
Hope, and ('barity, theſe three; but the 
greateſt of theſe 1: Charity. Becauſe Cha- 
rity (1, e. Love) never faileth ; (ver,8.) 
that 1s Heavens grace in a Spiritual man- 
ner, But yew notwithſtanding, even 
Love it ſelf hath a larger Object here in 
this world, than in Heaven, Fort there 
1s a Love here, which cannot be exerciſed 
there, And that 15, 

To love our enemies, which 1s the 
Command of the Goſpel, and a great Du- 
ty, and was one of the laſt Acts of 
Chriſt upon the Croſs, Lake 23, 34. 
And the very_laſt Act of Stephen the 
Protomartyr, who was neyer like to at 
ir more, A. 7-1aſt.. Lord, ſaich . he, 
lay not this fin tothur charge. 

Here in this lite you may love alt 
Unregenerare men, aud ſhew it in your 
defires and endeayours for their con. 
yerſon, 

Here alſo you may exerciſe a Love of 


ſympathy with alt, both good and bad, 


'., Jn their ſuffering*. Bur in Heaven 


*; there 
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there is-no room for this Love, | hb 

And as theſe gifts of Grace foremen-+ 5* 

tioned do greatly glorific God, but ceaſe 

in Heaven ; fo do Parrs and common- 

Gifts alſo ceaſe there. For whether there 1 Cor.13. 
be Propheſies,they ſhall fail ; or, whether *: 

there be Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe; or whe- 

they there be knowledge ( that 18 1mper- 

fe:t, mediate, and the communication of 

ic to others ) it ſhall vaniſh away. And 

yet Prophelying is - much to God's 4 
glory. For, He that Propbeſiatth, 1 Co, 14, 
ſpraketh unto men to Edification, Exborta- 3; x 
tion, Conſolation, And Tongues do alſo Vers. 
edifie, So likewiſe tor knowledge. DON 

So that put all this together , and 
there is much co be done here , whereby 
God may be glorified, and men edified 
and benefited, which cannot te done 
in heaven, 

And thus you ſee the Point made good 
in ſeveral Inſtances, That there are oppor 
tunities of ſervice tobe performed to the 
Lord in this life, which are not to be en- 
Jojed after death. 

ueſt, 

But ifit be thus 3 why have ſo-ne of *-* 
the Saints mentioned in Scripture defired © Rn, 
to dye? - {oY 
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Anſwer. 
Some of the Saints have done 
ill in ſo doing, but others upon good 
ground. ; 
Firſt, Some of them have not done well 
in defiring death, for they have 
——_ defired it, and.to their own 


Joſs, if God ſhould have anſwered their 


defires herein, For inſtance, ' x. Mo- 
ſes, he was the meekeſt Man upon the 
Earth, yet he ſeems to be in a paſſion, 
when he ſaid, If rhou deal thus with me, 
kill me, I pray thee, out of hand. Why? 
was there no remedy, but God muſt 
kill him, and preſently too, if che bur- 
then of the people lay a little longer up. 
on him ? This was a paſſionate expreſſion 
and , defire of death, And had 
he died there preſently, he had incurred 
a double loſs ( to ſay no moreinic ) 
I. 'He had been cut ſhort of the oppor- 
tunity of doing that eminent ſervice mm 
condudting the people through the W1l- 
derneſs,For he lived 38 years longer,and 
did muchfor God and his people during 
that time, 2. If he had died then out of 
hand, .he had not dyed, and been buri- 
ed ſo honourably, as he was afterwards 
upon Mount Nebs, even by God's hand, 

KIM | 2. And 
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2- And though Fob was a- patient 


Man, yet he paſſionately defired death, 


Ob) faith he, that I might have my Job6.8,9. 


requeſt, and that God would grant me the 
this that [ long for : Even that it would 
pleaſe God to deſtroy me, that he 'wonld 
let looſe bis hand , and cut me off. 
Whereas God meant Fob bettter than o, 
( viz,.) to turn his Captivity, and to 
give him ewice as much as he had loſt, 
and thefull iumber of his tormer Chil. 
dren, and fo, to double their number 
alſo 3 ſhewing him , char his firſt num- 
ber was not laſt, Moreover, he ſhall 
yet live 140 years longer co ſerve and 
honour” God in this world, Again, 

3. Elijah was a Man ſubject to like 
paſſions as we are, and being perſecuted 
by Jezebel, be Prqueſted for himſelf that 


he mighc dye, and he ſaid, .[t zs exough ? King Tf 
now, 0 Lord, take away my life, for I am * 


not better thas my Fathers, Whereas 
God intended better for him, ( viz.) 
thac he ſhould live yer longer, and finiſh 


his Teftimony againſt eAbab, Jezebel, 


and Abazi:ah, and then be carried tri- 
umphantly co Heaven in a fiery Cha- 
r12t.. - So 


onah would needs dye in a fret, © 


Ob Lord, laich he, Take 1 brſuch the Jo 
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Eb my life from me, for it 1s better for me 19 
dye, than to live. No , Jonah was not 
in caſe to dye at . preſent, God would 
not take him at his word , bur be muſt 

live yer longer and repent. 

2, Secondly, As for p_ others of the 
Sainrs, death hath been defired by chem, 
and not impatien:ly, nor any way hnful- 
ly,but very well,and upon good ground. 
You _ 

uſt and devour Symeon, when 
| he wy raken up Chriſt in his arms, he 
| _ Tukew29, bleſſed God, and faid, Lord now letteſt 

A thou thy ſervant depart ts peace; and 

75Y the ground of th's requeſt hes in the 

WM words following — according to thy 

Word. His Prayer,it ſeems,was grounUed 
upon a word from God. For 9s God had 

Ver,26. told him, that be ſhon[dnot ſee death, be- 

W.. fore be had ſeen the Lord's Chriſks ſo he 

had promiſed him, that then he thould 

dye, and fo his Prayer was grounded 
upon a Promile, 

2, And as tor P.uul, He deſired to 
depart , and to be with Chriit , which 
+ * ( faithhe ) 85 far berter, 1. e. T_ me, 
Z | Nevertheleſs, to abide in the fluſh is more 
OY needful fo? you. And hawing this confi- 
2 dence, [ know that ] ſhall abide and. .con- 
7 $27 Mﬀ Unue with 718 all, for your furtherancy and 
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joy of Faith, Sothat- x: When hede. 


64 fired to dye, he looked upon _the benefic 
d | thereof abſtratedly, and abſolurely,buc 
t | nor comparatively, 2, When he look. 

ed upon it on compariſon with the be- 
c nefics of life', he was nor ſo politive inthe 
defire of death , but, having done greac 


ſervice, and, that £00, a Jong time for 
| Jeſus Chriſt ( for then he was Paul the 
aged, Philem., ver. 9. J and being chen 
in priſo- at Romwe, he hung for a cime in 
Kquilibrio, mid-way berween two, till - 
at laſt the Scale turns to a detire to live, 0G 
further'to ſerye Jeſus Chriſt, and ns Wh 
Church and people, For chough Paul 

was then in : rip yet he did very much a 
good there, which had been loſt, had Ty 
he then gone to Heaven. For his bonds, NETS 
ferthcrid the Goſpel. And they ſtrengrh-.,.. n3. te. 
ned che Brethren , and wrought upon 
ſeveral 1» Ceſurs Palace, And there he 
converted Onefimus ; and there he wrote 
his Epaltles to the Galatians, Epbe often 
Philippians , Coleſſtans . and the lecond A 
Epiſtle ro Timorby and that 'to Phyile- Wi + 
mon, In all which are many excel. £4.78 
Jent Points of divers kinds, which great- 
ly conduce to the Churches edificarion : Ni 
And better a thouſand times that {Paul BY 
| had been, _ 29 years out of Hmm: bb 
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than that the "Church ſhould hav 

wanted theſe tent 
sf, ' Butisitnot lawful then in any caſe 
Queſ to defire todye ? f Ns 
Ar(w. Yes; with ſubje&tion to God's will, 
in cale eſpecially there are appearances 
that-a Man's work is at an end. For a 
Child of God may live ſo long, that his 
faculties may be impaired, his ſtrength 
A decayed, his ſpirits ſpent , and he may 
A ; | befull of pain cqo, and fo ſhut up, that 
2 | he can do little - good, And as Fob 
/ Job 2.2, faich, A ſervant that hath wrought hard 
be £4 all the day, and ts \weary, earneſtly deſs- 
| Ws reth the ſhadow. 'And {o it is with a 
LIM Child of God in this caſe. The weary 
| "> M .__ | body naturally defireth the bed, And 
I ©», ' ſometimes God makes a clear diſcovery to 
I +: {ome of his ſervants, that their work is 
2 Tim.4.6, ar an end. Thus it was withPaul,l am rea- 
xt dy to be offered up, and the tine of my de- 
"oo partnre #5 at band; I bave fought a good 
"* fight, I have finiſhed my conſe [ have 
py kept the Faith, And it js with graci- 
TN ous Souls, as with the Fruit of the Tree, 
? which when i it is ripe, drops naturally 
from it, There 1s a Spiritual inſtinR, 
+”  inclining the Soul of a Believer Heaven- 
Ed - ward, when the Fruit 3s ripe : So that 
WA ny come to their graves, as a FEES 
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of Corn cometh in its ſeaſon. And a | 
defire to dye in ſuch a caſe 1s fill the ber- 
ter, when it proceedeth from a longing 
to be freed from fin, and a defire to be 
with Chriſt, Pb,l, 1.23. 


' Application. | 

If there are opportuniutes of ſervice to be , 
performed to God in this life, which are We 
not to be enjoyed after death ; and, that 
the Saints may do that for God in the 
world , which they cannot do in Heaven; 4M 
we are then * | «0 


1, Informed, _ 


That Heaven is the place of the Saints x; HEE 
reward, and not of their work. When - Ro 
they dye, they ceaſe from their labours, Rev.14,. *r 
and their works do follow them. They 3: 4 
'do not follow the Saints, as if the ” 
Saints were there to follow their work, 
bur they follow them to be rewarded, .... 
and crowned, For their courſe 2 now , g T 
finiſhed,, their race ts run, and henceforth _ © 
& laid up for thema Crown of Right; conſe ae 
eſs. Heayen therefore is not their work= _ IPA 
ing-place, but their reſting-place; 
they reſt trom their labours ; there 4s 
much to be received there, but nothing* 7 
ro be done there , but to live im; the | 
_ highy 


| "(a5 
high praiſes of God and the Lamb to 
Ecerruty. 

It our opportunities dye rogether with 
ns, therfwe are turther inforined, That 
(asthere 1s no working in Heaven, fo ) 
there 15 no returning atter deach co work 

y, Job 14.14. again in this world. If a Man dye, ſhall | 
. be live again ? No, ſaith Hezekiab ( yer. 
<<: Il.) 1 ſaid in tbe cutting off of my days, 
I fpilly 0 to the Gates of the Grave 5 Li 
ſhall nor © lis the Lord ; even the Lord um 
tbe Land of the ling, I ſhall behold 
ee Man no more with the By Nadi of the 
FF .#* world. Thats, I ſhall no more ap- 
4 "pear beforc the Lord in his Sanctuary, 
to pertorm any more ſervice there co 
de him. | 
WS OO a7 As if he ſhould fay,I ſhall ſce theLord 
0 ;  4n Heaven, but1 ſhall fee him & ſerve 
9 no more in the Land of the living,which 
x8 I defireto do, For when 1ſaiah brought 
Bk .--+ hini che welcome cidings of his recovery, 
TEE oue of ficſt chings that he ſaith co him 1s, 
{HA whar is the fign-chat I ſhall go up to the 
Houle of the Lord ? For a King to go 
ro thc Houſe of che Lord , aid to lead 
the way to the Worſhip of God, was a 
, very glorious ſervice, He Jooked upon 
ke. F1tasa very great mercy , to ſee and (erve 
> "the Lord 1a the Land of the livingz but 
- CA | he. 
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he thought he ſhould ſce him {> no more, 
nor behold Man any more wi.h the 1in- 
habirants of the world; and therefore 
he ſhould recurn no more. 

Men have bur one Soul, and but one ops 
portunity to act for che erernal ſalvation 
of 1t 5 when they are dead, che Eye that Job 7.8,9; 
hath ſeen them , ſhall ſee them no more , 19+ | 
and he that gorth down. to the Grave, ſhali 
Come up no more. _ 

And theretore it was not Samuel riſen L000 28.. 
from the dead, butthe Devil rhat ap- _— 
peared and ſpake to Saul in the houſe of 
the Witch at Endor. For the appear. 
auce aſcended out of the Earth in the — 
houſe of the Woman, which was in the v4 
Tiibe of Iſachar, whereas Samuel was 1 Sam.2y., * 2 
buricd at his houſe at Ramab , which '" © 
was in che Tribe of Benjamin. Belices, 
he was buried in his Grave. clothes, 
whereas hg is deſcribed rifing in his + 
Mantle, Aid he was ( a> all the It 
Saints are after death ) at rel} 3 where:s 357 
he chat 1s there calicd Samuel faith to , g/g. 
Saul, Wherefore haſt thou diſquicted me x5, 
to bring me up? And it 1s uot 1n the 
power of all che Devils in Hell co if- 
quiet the Saints afrer death, Other ©. 
Reaſons I mighc urge, bur theſe may - ®, 
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A The dead regurn not again; as David 
=” 2 Sam- 12% ſaid of his Child, when dead, 7 ſhall go 
&- 23. | | | 
® to him, but he ſhall not retarn to me. Qp<- 
43 portunity is a part of time, and hath 
| nothing to do in Ecernity, Neither is 
there any regrels or recurning, buc by. 
miracle trom the Land of torgetful- 


nels. 


2, Inſiruttcd in matter of 


Reproof, 


To ſuch as live long,and do bur little ; 
whereas we may reckon our lives by the 
good that we do in this world, For as 
3 tor loſt time, it cannot come in:o the ac- 
Ls count of our lives; and it 1s a piritul 
BE Ns thing to be old only in time : And all 

| the good of many ſtricken in years will 5 
lie within a very little compals; and+ro be 
.. an ancient Man or . Woman oft two or 
KP three years ald, ſounds like a Contra. 
0 diction. 

Þfal.go.12 So teach us ( ſaith Meſes ) to number 
7 our dayes, that we may apply our hearts 
to wiſdom, And ſurely this is one ſpe- 

cial way of numbring our days; to 

* know how long we have lived in ſer- 
ving our Generation, and what time we 
have ſpent that way: and he never 
applyed his Heart ro Wiſdom, who 
prak hack 
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hath  no:* leamed fo to + number his 


dayes. 
There are but two lives, that can be 
lived in chis wprld, viz. a Natural, and 


a Spiritualz and all live the firſt, butr' 


few the ſecond ; whereas it is our Wil. 


dom to live ſpiritually ; and fo to live, ' 


is to live, Firſt , for the Generati- 
ons that ſucceed us,ſo as Hezekiqh here 
defired to live. Secondly, To live for 
Ecernity, To live only a natural lite ; 
is for Brutes, and not for Men, 

And therefore you that are entred in+ 
to years, and have done bur little, are 


juſtly reprehended,as having lived more . 


like Fools than wiſe Men. 
A Secondly , * What © ſhall we fay to 
"Tuch as have lived to no purpoſe at all? 
All that they have done, hath been to 
eat and drink, and” make a number. 
And there are mulcicudes of theſe, who 
have profaned their lives, in nog an- 
ſwering the end of thera. They are meer 
 Earth-cumberers,and ſuch who: hgve U- 
ved only to themlelves. on 
Thirdly, But ( which is worſe ) Tom 
have lived co wicked: purpoſes, having 
ſpent their days in (in, arid been offer. 
_ five both to God ahd Men, who as laſt 


will come to dyc like Fe 
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; 73 "tag 2 "I defired. And fuch another was 
| -#C * | ezchlab's Father , even that King A- 
Fs = —av, who when ht died, was buried 
W like Fehoram, and not bxought into the 


; Sepulchres of the Kings of 1ſraehk, And 

fuch another was that perſecutor Fehoia- 

+, + - him, for whom they lamented not, fay- 
= $2418, ins, \Ab Lord, or ab bi glory, Oh! 


"> 


9 theſe tre to he exploded out of the Land 
= J>h2>4aſt of the living; For Men ſhall clap their 
EO gEe® —ands at them, and hiſs them out of the 
© + world; he never did good work while, 
avg ' » he lived, and he. ſhall have . never a 
ERS good. word when he dieth. So much for 
be Reprehenfion, . - 
-* This Point mnftru&t us in matter of 

'- . Humiliation., Whac hath been faidy, : 
© + ſhould humble even' the vety beſt of 
© God'speople, in that they. have. done no 
% more lervice for Jeſus Chriſt incheir Ge- 
neration, You have(poſiibly)doneſome- 
thing for him, ' but you might have done 
| more ; You 'might. have praiſed him 
ES... more, ideclared the Truth more to your , 
oo Children; you might have projected 
E-.  and-drfigned morefor the glory of God, 
+: * andthe good of Poſtericy:z you: might 

have deviſed liberal things, & lived more 

'< exemplarily, been more zealous :of-:good 
- -; Forks, moregditying in. your colweria- 
ICE), a RE Mo0y. 
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tion 5 you mighr have adventured more 
for Chriſt ; and whereas you have gain. ' 
ed rwo Talents for him} you might have & 
gained five. Truly ( for my part) I E 
mtght have done more, and it humbleth *'. © 4 
me that T have done fo little, I re. * 
member it is ſaid of Door Vhher in the 
Narrative of his Life and Death , that 
when he wasa dying, be was humbled 
for his omiſſions. And indeed. they are 

reat ſins, and the judgment of Chriſt, 3 
at-his appearing , will paſs much upon- PE: 
good works on the one fide', and omiſ-'Mat,29.39 * 
fonSdf chem on the other, And there- -—end. 
fore we'had necd to fit in jugdment up- 

-8 onour ſelves tor our omiſſions before we'- 
"| dyc. For it is nor enough to do good- 
7} fomerimes, bur we ſhould berich in good , Ws 
works, and prepared unto every good x Tim 6; EY 
work ,. always abounding in*he work 18. 7 3 


of the Lord, giving a portion to ſeven, 3 TY - oY 
ang alſo to eight, going abour as Chriſty 6. Nt”: 
did, doing good. And he that 1s chus 5g, + *® 
exerciſed , 1s fic to live, and fic to Eccl. 11-1; 
rs Aazogth 
But let us be humbled rhig day for our 3 
negles, * For have not orwf hearts fome- "ON 
times checked” us; upon | reviews of "8 
the loG'of our” opporcuvities to do-fuch * a 
oh 2 ard work > T3 ILSS 
h6k's 88 ork?. Saith"q" gragpful. 
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and tender heatt, when he is come from. - 


ſuch a perſon , or ſuch a place, or'ſuch a 
cor:pany, or oceaſion 5 * Alas! what 
& haye I omitred 2 I night. have pur in 
&« {uch a word for Jeſus Chriſt, J might 


\ ©<c have reproved ſuch a fin, or gi- 


«yen ſuch or ſuch counſel, or ſtopc 
« ſach a vain diſcourte, or given ſuch an 
c« example , or moved for ſuch a good 
« work, &c. 

Alas ! who knows the errors of his 
life this way?. and therefore this conſi- 


 deration calls for deep Humiliation, and 


flf-judging at this time. - 
3. Exborted. 


We are hz:re Exhorted, and the 
Poinc affords Exhorcation ſeveral ways. 

To do all the good you are able, du. 
ring your abode here below, fecing 
death will put an end to all your oppor- 
eunities. If God enable you to ſpeak a 
good word to his honour, and to the 
edificarion of others, when you lye a dy= 


ing,you are never like to doſo mugh good. 


again to Eternity. When you rake 
your lcave of the world, you take your 
leave of dojng good, - And therefore; 
SF /Y-" : : > 
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_ Bodies and 'Souls abide here toge- 
ener, | h 
What ſotver therefore thy hand findeth Eccleſ's. 
todo, do zt wth thy might ; for theres 5s 10- 
mowork, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
w: (dom in the Grave whither thog goeſt. 

And ſuppoſe you have done well hi- 
therto, like a good and faichful ſervant, 
be not yet weary of mell doing, bur p 
up and be doing ſtill, and 3» due time PEP 
you "= reaps 3f you faint not, What a TR 
deal of good had HeEZekiah done, before » 
he fell into this fickneſs ? He 'de'r ed 2 King. 16. 
the*'Monuments of Idolacry, ſet up a no» 3 red . 
table Reformation ,. brought back the x4 mags” "4 
Tribes of 1ſrael to the Lord God of their 31 Chap 
Fathers, And yer you ſee here, he is ters. FG 
willing to live longer co do more. & _ 
Peter had done much good in his time; iq. .1 
you know he converred about three Acts 34, 
thouſand Souls at the beginning of. his v.—4+ 
\ Miniſtry, he had a.moſt happy hanſel, 
Atts 2d. And yet he takes another 0 
portunity , and ſped well. And after ” 
. this, he paſſeth chrough all quarters, and - ' - © 7 


came at laſt'to Lydda,8 Saron, and Fop- As 9h, 
© pe, &-you know what good he did in the Acts zothe' 3 
houſe of Cornelixs, 8c. At lengeh he be= ._ * +> 
+ comes old, & then he writeso the Saints; 2 Pet,1.1 3) 


For, lah he, To # wet) ks long a 1451 5+ or 
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mw? ” « this Tabernacle, to flir you wp ;. 

by putting in remembrance , known 
that fbortly "muſt put off this my Taber- 
nacle; even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſhewed me. Moreover , 1 will endeavonr 
that you may be able after wy deceaſe, to 
have theſe things always iu remembrance. , 
*. Firſt, faich he , I am aware of death 
approach: Ng. - 

; Secondly, I will therefore do all the 
good I am able, both with my Tongue 
and Pen. n 

Thirdly, I will endeayour that the 
. good I do may live when Lam dead;tbat 
Jou- may be able afcer my deceaſe to have 
theſe things always 1 remembrance. 

Even thus we ſhould endeavour to live 
in this world after our departure, Sur. 
vive your Funerals, and out-live your 
deaths, For it is not enough that we 
ſhall then live in Heaven, but we ſhould 
endeavour to be doing of that good while 
" welive,, that may make us live on Earth; 
even when we are dead. And in this 
way the monory of the Juſt ſhall be 
bleſſed, and the Righteous had in ever- 
laſting remembrance. Ir 15 the Saints | 
happineſs, to have Glory , and Honour, 
ard Immortality. in Heaven z but it is. 
_ much fo me glory and honout of Sod 
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(33), 
for. the Saints ro be inamortalized on 
Earth, and to Lvein their good Exams ** 
ples, good Coynlels , good Names, and + | * 
good "Works, when their Souls are * 
ſhining in Heaven. Particularly, $ 
x.. Dilate and diffuſe the praiſes of. 
God,. and make his Name glorious to 
the utmcſt- of - your. power.. Aud let; 
this be often ſounding in your ears, The. . 
irving;the living he ſhall praiſe theesSpeal ny 
much, and "i _ A ey praiſe. Let —_ x4 
the high praiſes of God be in your monthes. 4 
Ainſ = 4 w_ ba Dutch Interpreters my p 
render it, Let the exaltations of God be ,pmyyyy © 
22. your throat , and it ſuits with thexq, 5 
Original, as alſo with the Tranſlation; ,j : 14-" 4 
of the 709, 2.7% eas lt; 
The Exalrations, z, e. the lifting up of 5.5, 2 
God in his: Name, . Attributes, Precept, AdeuNe.. 
Promiſes, Threatnings, Providences; 5 gu-3f : 
let them be. in your, throats, 5. #.; cxalt Wipe. le 
your voices in exalting 'theſe praiſes, . rp. Ig 
with the throat, and lift up your voiceggy, o.x; © 
like Trumpfrs.. And this argues, "that; 3 
God's prailes- cymes from. your hearts, E 
when they are thus ſounded, as it. were 
from your chroats, .- And chis work &-; 
alceth you, and that as high as the Heas; > 
vens, for it is the yery ſervice of Hea- =_* 3g 
vca,. oply it is-a greater ſervice , ſeeing «© 
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7 A” W093 
the Proclamation of- God's praiſes upon 
Earth, tends to the propagation of them, 
ſo as'it 1s not in Heavens, | 

 Andcruly, he that is good at this, 
15 good indeed. + He is no* Hypocrite 5 
for he is a ſel-denying man , and one 
that loves God far above himſelt , one 
that lives in God, and delights in him, 
and gives him che higheſt place in his 
heart, - Do what you can therefore this 
way, and it will redound toa fingular 
evidence of your fincerity. 
2, Endeavour alſo the Propagation 
of Chriſt's Kingdom; pray tor it,' and 
' according to your capacity promove 
A, _ | 
You may remember what is written, 


b Plnans Pſal. 72.15 , where it, is ſaid of Solomon 
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inthe Type, and of Ch:iit im the Truth, 
He ſhall lrve, and to bins ſhall be given 
of the Gold of Sheba,” Prayer alſo ſhall be 
made for him, and daily ſhall be be prat- 
.'. "ſed. Why? muſt we pray for Jeſus 
- ,Chriſt? yes, by allmeans, Vf all that 
we pray for, we muſt be {ure to pray-for 
us Chriſt, but not. conſidered perſox 
nally, buc Myſtically. You know how 
the people, and the children prayed. for 
» Chriſt, when they crycd, ſaying, Ho- 
arp ferns th So? of Dern, Beet be 
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1 that conveth 3n the Name of the Lord; 


Hiſanna in the bigbeſt, The words are | 


raken out'of the 11zh Pſal, ver. 25, 26. 


They cryed, (aying,' Hoſanna, that is, 


Save;Th WA thee. It is as much as, 


God ſavithe King, ſend now proſperity. 


Ic is meafit elpecia ly Jo Chriſt as King, 
Chriſt and' his Kingdom, . And we ne» 
verſay, Thy. Kingdom» come , but thus 
we pray for Chritt, who prayeth for us 
everyday, orelfc'\we ſhould be in, a Ve- 
ry lad caſe. 


And truly, if the Kingdom of Chriſt 
be within us, we ſhall be very ſollicicous. . 


and aQRtive for the Kingdom of Chriſt 
wichout us, whithKingdom of his this day 
15 1n a very low condition, as tothe pro= 
. felled power and purity, vf the Goſpel. 
And yer if we can do little or nothing 
elſes, yer we may pray for the King 
dom of Chriſt, - Lec us thereſore lay 
the tate thereof to heart this day. How 
often do the Saints under the Old Teſtas 
ment, pray for the Kingdom bf our Lord 

eſus under the New? ſay they , God 

e merciful to Ws, and  bleſs:u6, and cauſe , 
his face to ſhine 'upon'u ; That 'thy WA 
may be known wpon;Earth ,' hy fanide, 
health among all Nations, 8c. 


Mark ye., That Gogular we 2 
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which God commanded | Arey and his 
Sons to pronounce upon the people. of iſ.. 
rael, The Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee; 
The Lord make bis face to ſhine upon"thee, 
and be gracious unto thee. The godly in 
David's rime turned 1t into prayer for 
the enlarging of the 'Kingdom of our 

Lord Jeſus under the Goſpel, account- (| 
ing it a great blefſing to themſclyes, to 
haye i: enlarged by the acceſſion of the 
Gentiles 3. though { yer) K was 
two be accompliſhed in the rejecti. 


.'on of the Fews; but it 1s/:{( as if we 


- ſhould, ſay) Let God do. what he 


pleaſech wich. a Nation, fo that his 


| Goſpel may be propagfted , ''and his 


Kingdom'enlarged in the World, If 
God's way may be known upon Earth, 
and "his Harkin healch among all - other 
Nations , We ſhould account © that che 
Lord is merciful ro us, aud blefleth us, 
and cauſeth his face to ſhine npou us; 
We ſhould love the. Kingdom © of 


- Chriſt 'above all the *Kingdoms in the 


World, and That ut ſhall come to paſs is 
the laft dayes, that the Monntain of the 
Lords houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed npon the 


« Pop of the Plountains, and: exalted above 


the Hills, aud that all Nations ſhall flow 


wato 3f, . You know what great hea- 


wintſs + 


Eat A. . A UE = 


vineſs and continual ſorrow of hart. Pal, 
bad for bis Brethren the Fews, . and kinſ- 3 


accounted it to be a glorious Office to be 3+ 


| for we behaved not our ſelves diſorderly 599: © __ 


men according to the fleſh; and yet he - {7 *© 
magnified bis Office, 1n that he was the, | 
eApoſtte of the Gentiles, That is, he Rom: x12 


a Preacher to the Gentiles, So thar, Ley 

the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus come, 

wha:loever become of my Kingdom, ar 

of all the Kingdems under Heaven. 
Thirdly, Live exemplarily, thas yoyr $04 

paterns may ſurvive you,. and live when ** + . } 

you are dead. Thus Paul lived, Bre- phij,z. 19 

thren, ſauh he, be followers together of $2 

me, and mark, them which walk (0, as 

ye have ua for an enſample, And-he de- 

nied himſelf, *to make himſelf an ex. 

ample to others. You kyow, faith he, 

how ye ought to follow ws ( viz, in order- . -- * \ 

ly walking in your particular Callings ) z:Theſ x4 * 


-” 


among you, neither Ud we eat any mans 
bread for noufht, but wrought with la- ' 
bour and travel nigh: and day, (that we 
might not be chargeable. to any of you- 
Nt becauſe we have not power ( that is, 
1ight to be maintained at your charge ) : 
but to makg our ſelves an enſample unto , ©, 2 
you, v0 follow #. And thus alſo he did 16, Wi | F 
unto the Corinthians. For thus did 11.1, +: © 


% . 
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7 (33) 
- - Chriſt deny himſelf. to give us an ex: 
' . - ample, Fob. 13.14, 15, If 1 then your 
' Lord and Maſter have waſhed Jour feer, 
Ye ought alſo to waſh one another's feet. For 
I bave given you an example, that ye 


2 Cor.8.9. der alſo, 2 Cor. 8.9. For ye know the 
Grace Fi our Logd Feſws Chriſt, that 
though be mas rich, yet for your ſakes be 
became poor, that ye through his. poverty 
> anpbt be rich. And when Paul took 
be... his leave of the Elders of Epbeſws , who 


© ©.-, - were neyer like to ſee his face more, he 


know, that theſe hands have miniſired 
| ' . wnto my neceſſuies, and to them that were 
* Ais20. with me ; I bave ſhewed you all things, 
| 83> 34335» how that ſo labowring , ye ought to Bo 
F port the weak, —Th like did ,Samwel. 
” x2Sam.12, Thus alſo Devidlefc his example behind 
233+ him, for God fer himnp for a patern to 
all ſucceeding Kings in. Iſrael , whole 
Life and Reign God therefore meaſurerh 
by their care co follow him, as 'you may 
read frequently in the Books of the Kings 

' andChbronicles,For of ſuch & ſuch Kings it 
| sfaid, They walked in the ways ct Da- 
vid; and of others , that they did Hot 

Y 0 
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© (ſhould do as I bave done to you. Confi- 


leaves his example with them; I bave, - 
(faith he) covered no mans Silver , of. 
Gold, or Apparel; Yea, you your ſelves 
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ſo walk. Examples are very prevalent - 


in utramque partem, either one way, or 
Corky Hiker for good or evil, X 
And.rferefore ſo walk according «to 
God, that others may follow you, ſee. 
ing. your example will live whileſt you 
live, yea, and when'you are dead too. 
For it will be faid , ſuch a one lived 
thus, and walked thus, and thus he be- 
haved himſelf in his family, and chus in 
his tcllowſhip with the Saints, and thus 
in his dealings with his neighbours, and 
with all men; and thus he carried it 
under his tryals and oppofitions in an 
evil day, and this ay that was the 
Rule he walked by, For he was a wiſe 
Man, or ſhe was a wiſe Woman, and 
very conſciencious, and tender-hearted, 
and fincere , and active, and ſtirring, 
and zealous for Jeſus Chriſt, and fearful 
ro give the leaſt offence, and ready to 
every good work , and” pitiful to the 
poor Saints, his Heart, and Purſe, and 
Houſe were open for Jeſus Chriſt, And 
he was a juſt and peaceable Man, and 
one that could govern his Spirit, and 
Tongue, and that could keep down his 
paſſions, and.one that was a morcified 
perſon, dead to the world, and the 
things thergof, &c. Now, what a, bleſſed 
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other co-.do it) and it will keep you 
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tans is this > and what a. glorions 
reþgrc? what an edifying' patern, ' and 
for the glory of God,” and our ord Je- | 
lus Chriſt ? Yeathis example will preach 
your-.funeral Sermon, ( you need no 


alive when you are dead, and 1m- 
mortalize you upon Earth, make you 
of blefied memory indeed , and to be 
had' wich che righteous in everlaſting re- 
membrance ; when the names of others - 
ſhall be wricten 1n che Earth, which will 
fock' be' obliterated, and quite. blotred 
tit; and when it ſhall be faid of chem 
as of Hzzchiab's Father, by way of re- 
proach, This is that King Abaz. And 
fiich @ good example many have lefr 
b#hind them, and we are ever and anon 
ſpezking of * ſuch as cheſe are, whoſe 
names are as a precious Oyntment, and 
which were embalmed when they. dyed, 
Wie the Graces, Vertues, and good 
orks of their Lives, that ftill they ſend 
orth a{weet ſavour ro ſurviving poſteri- 
'y. "And thus was that good Womans 
frame embalmed, who poured out a ve- 
t;y precious Oyntment 'on the Head of 
Chriſt againſt his burial, Yerzy, faith 
Chriſt, whereſoever- this Goſpel” all be 
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alſo this, that this Womar bitls dive,” be. 
for a-memorial of ber, So that this 
good Wogan is ftill alive in her memory, - 
and ſte Wilt chyus [ved theſe x60 years 
and more, and ſhall neverye-ſo long as 

the world ffandeth. And fuch another ARs. 36. 
was Tabitha. And the like I may lay 

of ryany. more, whole names are-recor 

.ed:in holy Writ, who obtained a good 
report, andthough they are now dead, Heb.rr'; 
yer ſtill zhey both ſpeak , and are ſpo- 24 
kenof, * ; 

- Brethren, will ye think upon theſe- 
things; And will-ye now ſtudy 8 endea-< 
vourto live exemplarily, and to live liyes 
for poſterity, andſo to live: conferring 
\ , and convincing, and 'edifying BS. 
lives; yea, and to live thelives of ſuch, _ 
as muſt be the world's Judges ?' And | 
will it not be greatly to the glory of our + 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and co your EternaF 
Conſolation, to hear of your lives and' 
examples ity that great F bs of Chriſt's 
appeaxance , when your examples ſhall * 
have their reſurretion 4s well as your 
bodies, when Chrift ſhall produce your - . « / 
paterns before all the wortd , and con= \ 
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vince and-judge the ungodly world 'by -"j 
them? As if he' Thould/fay-to thoſe on”, I 
his lefrhand;/ who- lived uy your > "Fs 
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(42) 
and ſaw your examples; © Loe, do'you 
© ſee theſe Men and Women-on my right 

. * hand, who lived chus and thys in your 

© fight, and gave you « bleſlegſtxample, 

© which either #you- cenſured , or were 
©<unmilling co follow. ; they lived' and 

© converſed in Uire&t oppoſition to. you-; 

© they lived ſo and fo, when you did. 

* thus and thus : Therefore they ſhall 

| be your Judges. , 

: Mechinks. I cannot ſpeak enough of 
| this Subjet, which is of very great mo- 
.... ment, viz, the tranſmiſſion and recom- 
& mendation of paterns to poſtericy, as 
" © Onegrieved, thacT can ſee no more of 
it, bur,xather ſuch acommon and ordi- 
rary kind of walking , as ' hath lictlyy 

or nothing of ſingularity in ic. | 

| Alas ! How few , that profeſs the 

fear of God this day, are writing of 

Copies for poſterity to walk by ? And 

where is ſingularity. of life to be ſeen? 

=> Yea,how many are there among the Pro- 
=. - *feſiors of the Goſpel,by whoſe failings we 
| may learn morg than by their Vertues7 
and this I ſpeak to my grief ; Qhy let 
M your light ſo ſhine before Men, that they 
-% ' way ſee your good. works, and glorifie 
bh your Father which is in*Heaven, clus 


Chriſt there ſpeaks of/ the light of 


\1t.S. I6, 


_ 
” S, "i. "7: 
$ Py 
a ad n 
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good works and good examples, -which 
are viſible to ftanders.by , and ſuch as 
do _ them to- glorifie our Hea- 
venly Fa 

And: know 'thug. much alſo, That 
Men live-much by example , eicher on 
the one; (de or other, | Aud where good 
examples are given, - God expeReth that 
others ſhould follow them; and that not 
only the examples of che living , bur of 
the * deadalſo, For wha: laith the A; 


poltle > | Rewember then ,- which bave —_ — 


the rnle over you, who have ſpoken wa 77 . 
30 you the Word of God, - whoſe Js fol- ed —_— 
low, confidermy the ted of their conver 13.1. 

ſation. The - Apoſtle there ſpeakech of Heb 16, 
fach as had been their Guides, but were I 
now dead y for the words in the Origie ; a, ies 
nal are nat remember them: that have the ders 2 


rule oyer you, but, remember your Ru: . - ſo pulay | 


lers, +. e. Miniſters of the Goſpel, who ; x 
are now with the Lord. ' And he exe 
horts the Hebrews not to forget their 
Faith, and holy lives, who had no other 
end 1a their converſations and good ex» 
amples , bur God's Glory, and che Sal- 
vation of them that beheld them. 

Buc I niuſt pais from-thys Particular, 
though ſomewhar loth to leave it, and 
oukmes rejoyees. if whacT have ou 
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_ 
of it,may* take place in all: your 'htarts; 
and ives, | n 


Live exemplarily ,* that y paterns- 


may ourtlive you, and edific offlers wherr- 


you are dead.” And this is a work- 
which cannot bedone in Heaven, 
take heed of ſcandals and vifible infirmis 
ties, which edifte | beholders to ruine? 
For there is a fantul nmifchievous edificatis 
on,of which che Apoſtle ſpeakerth, x Cor 


8.10, For if any Man ſee thee-, which 
haſt knowledge, fit at meat in the Idols 


Temple: Shall not the Conſcience of bims 


which « weak, be emboldened to rat thoſe 
thi 
- word rendred; Emboldeyed, 18 Edified in 


s which are offered to Idols? The 
the'Original,” 'You may ſo live in your 
Examples, that you may edifice and teach 
bebolders co fi in following them, a3 
Teroboans the fon. of Nebat did, who 


made [ſrael'to fin,” And many that pro- 


#:is ro the Goſpel, do fo live and: walk, 
the Conſideration whereof is very fad 
and miſerable. O beware of giving ſuch 
examples, 'tor they will diminiſh your 
glory in Heaven, tf you ſhalt be bo hay: 
py, ar leaft, as ro arrive there, Bur fo 
much ſor this 3d Particular, 

Embrace and improve all opportuni- 
ties of appeazing and ſpeaking tor Chriflt 
( another 


And- 


A 
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{ another ſervice peculiar tothe Saints on 
Earth, who cannot ſpeak a word for 
Chriſtin /Heayen.} And many ſuch 
ſeaſons ar&providencially adminiſtred to 
us; wiz, ſometimes; Of reproving fin, 
both in fuch as fear God,and ſuch as fear 
hind not. In the Scriptures you find the 
Saints reproving one another ; Moſes re- 


proveth. 4ar991, and Natbay Davzd, and 


and Pay! Pite?,, and one private Bro- 
ther anothet.. And how often- glſo do 
the Saints in Scripture reprove the wick- 


Exod. 2x; 
2I, 


Henan Aſs, & his loa Jebs Fehboſhaphat, 2 Sam. 12; 


: Chron. 
16.19.32 
+2.T11, 


Lev.19-I19 , 


ed and ungod]y? I need. not give. you Mar.r8.rs 
Inſtances for chat, -It is nor enqughthat prpec,. 
we bave no fellowſhip with the wnfraitful 11. 


works of darkneſs, but we muſt alſo re- 
prove them. We muſt appear for Chriſt, 
his Truth, ' his Rules, and Glory z or 
where is our love to him? Sometimes 
you ſhall hear curſing, and ſwearing in 


-your, preſence, ſomerimes reproaching, 


flandering, flichineſs, fooliſh talking,and 
finful jeſting ; ſometimes you ſhall ſee 
Coyeronſneſs, Pride; Paſſion, Anger, 
and uncomely Language, and ſomerimes 
inordinate affections, and ſomtijmes groſs 
omiflions of duty either to God cor Man. 
Here now are opportunities otdojng a fer- 


vice for Chriſt , and of appearing aud 


witneſs 
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= * #irndlivgtortiin, Rs 6g canmen:dd 
4 heteafteriglory, In'fuch cafes theres 
ſore confider your Jury, ant whar the 
| Lordxchultcrh of you ,- who*will cake 
tt'veryill; if 'you; have! never: a Tongue 
for ins! And'do not ſay, 'L am: horh; 
or Tas fred tofpeak ; and it will be 
... 4.7 IM'rakebjor:Þ-{hall do no good by teſtify» 
—_ ing,or Þ ſhk}['be accounted'a b 1e-bodyz 
cr. - bir ater Your: duty, and Jleave-the '& 
|, £2 1 verve Body only beg Wiſdomy which 
| ENTH® Soprofirable 20/direft': And however 4 


Wt. 16c) | | 
$161.21 ReptooF rae! or ſpeedy yer you have 
: 1.8.1.1 "Oy Vacty Cee er CI, thamaky 
21:45 Bait WH. Heaven can do.' T know, in- 
.11 deed \thac ſuck reftimonies for Chitft 

2 foldomwell raken,, bot” that ariſerh 
From the'pride of Man, and © however, 
that wialt” nor hinder your'dury, for'l 
4 ſufe, that the with-holding fach 
teſtitmdniies, when youare-talled to give 
-Wethy 15Wery 1H taken by'Chrift and? if 
He fake 'them well , ler proud ſpirits 

-fake than asill a5 they pleaſe. 
The like I may fay as:to the oppolint 

«of Erfor and Herefies, according to your 
*capacities z and ' of (informing and in- 
tracting the ignorant, when a ſeaſon is- 
dftcred; and of warning the unruly,&c. 
-And:'yovutoow not, but -you may > 

etal muc 


© OS 4s ws, 
much 9 9- Wych .. ca 
work may live when you. KS 
however your rewerd 1$ with UE Lo 


": There arc other good and gracious 
| Officesro. be diſcharged ,- A 

when you aredead, | did be 4 = 
tion ſome of them in the DoGtriual part, 
Ler me now:exhort you ta. atzend. th 
alſo; Asto'pray one for another. w nc 
Duty ends with ayr- Lives. © For. 3s ] 
haveſaid ) God will have butoge Inter- 
rerceſſor in Heaven, buc here he requi- 
reth miny,.-: Here we may, yea' muſt 
be trading one with another, viz Pray; 
= for Prayers, Miniſters with ; peopl 


| "muſt pray for hers alſo, 
» .. Ob | what, a 


/what a Catalogue of Churches and Saings 
he had to commend to Gol in his do 


-prayers. How many Qhurches did 
-ulua[ly pray, for ? faith he-to.the;Chu 


| KOBE you have performed this { Ele * q-1. 


and people«vith their Miniſters;3nd opp . 
Saint watch -another : Not. but. chat we 


| trade did Pal. drive 
this way? I have ſometimes thought, 


I Tin.2.1- 
7 Jams. 16+ 


». 


ea 


at Rome, God is my withr(p,, that chr Rom.1.g; 


out ref [ __ wention of | you always 
857 287)! +;The like foy the ChyrH 


at Ep 


» faith be SO £6 = | 
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give thanks for you , makjng mention of 
you in my prayers. ' So-fof the Church at 


Pls 4 Philips, aich-be, Iremember you always 


Jn eueryprayer of mine for you all, making 

requeſt with joy. And thus coo, he ſaith, 

Thets, Þ* pra ied tor the Church 'at Coloſſus. 
8 "K",* The very ſame for the Church at Theſſ« 


BY  lonics, Wegive thanks ts Gol always for 


7m all, waring mention of you 11 our 
prayers, © remembring without ceaſing, 
your work of Faith, labour of Love , and 
patienceoef Hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt- 
And doubtlels had he written Epiſtles 
to all other Churches ',- we ſhould: have 


' , heard ofhis prayers for them, Neither _ 


did he pray only for Churches, bur allo 
for ſeyeral Saints in particular ; For he 
z Tim.x.3; faith, that he prayed for Timothy night 
_ anddygy; that is, Morning and Evcn- 
ng, the whole pur for the parc, 'And 
Philem,v.4 as fr Philemon, he ſaith, T bat be made 
aention of him always in bis prayers. 
What a Catalogue then had Pax! . of 
Churches and Saints ro recommend to 
God inhis daily prayers ? For it 1s ye- 
ry likely, that he prayed for many 
- More, than we find in bis Epiſtles, 
' Andas he prayed for-che Churches, 
She defireth'to be remembred in their 
 prayets;*" Forg as Laid, be droye'2 war 
_ a tra 


"another, and trade together as you ſhall 


&0 likewiſe, if you do hear of the ali 


Fs. _ 7 
- - 
+7 Babae- +) 
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R j Ot "P34 Q A 


| (49) 
trade this way,, He begs the; prayers of 
the Church ar Rowe, in the, very Lan, 
guage of a Begger for an Alms. 


ow jRom. 15: 


beſeech you, Brethren,for the Lord Tr 
Chriff*s ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that jeftrive together with me, 1n your , 
prayers to God for me, that may be de- 
livered. —S0 of the Church ac Epbeſws Epheſy. 
and of the Phy/ipprans,and of the Coloſſ:5p:i? 

. Phil. 1.19 
4n7, and of the Theſſalomasns, and otc1., . 
the Hebrews; (for the gicateſt Apoſtle had 1hel. 5. 
need of the prayers ot the meaneſt Chri-25. 
ſtian ) only he begs no prayers of cheHcb. 13.18: 
Church ac Corinth, in his firſt Epiſtle 
to them, as looking upon them undex 
many and great offences, for which. he 
there reproves them : Nor of the Chur. 
ches of Galatza, whom he look't .upon 
as greatly backſliden from the Faith; 
And he would not trade with broken 
men, Bur here you ſee, I have given 
you a notable example for your 1mitati» 
on 1n this Point. Pray therefore for ane 


ſee occalion, Yea, you mult pray 
ſomerimes for ſich as never celired it, 


ed condition of ſuch and ſuch of the 
Saints, ſuppoſe in great. poverty , or .in 
priſog up9a the account of Chriſt, and. 
LES D 4 good 


_— 
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; (50) on . 
good: Conſcience , or in ſome preat' di- 
ſtreſs otherwiſe, or under ſickneſs,” and 
in danger of death, Jook -upon yout: 
ſelves as obliged to pur up onePrayer fox 
Heb. rz.z, Them. You know what the Apoſtle 
faith, Remember them that are in boxlls, 
as bound with them, and them which ſuf» 
fer adverſity, as being your ſelves- alſo in 
\ the body. Remember them; How ? T6 
ſympathize wich them , to pray - for 
them, and ( to your power) to help | 
 .._ "and relieve them. | 
* * *-And thank it not enough,that you pra 
for Saints, bur pertorm the like: ſerv 
for Gnners/ alſoz for 'your prayers, may 
contribute much to their converſion , as 
Chriſt's prayer , Luke 23, 34: 'did tb 
the converfion'of many that were' his e- 
nemies, Aﬀs 2. and Stephens / prayer 


{ probably) was heard in the converſi- 
on of Paul. © of 001 
© Andbe fureto pray for Children,'and 
Childrens Children, chat they 'may- live 

in'the fight of God , 'and bear up his 

Name in theit/gencratigns. 246? 

-. * Neither Teſt in particular perſons, 
but pray alſo for the: Chutches ot: Chriſ 

this day, in whom he is ſo tmich con- 

2, 'cerned, as cxercifing his ſpecial-Goyern. 
Jpcnt in guflover them. Pray cthireſors 
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FF for «ir peace and purity and progreſs.1n 
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belineſs, and that they may be. edified, and As g.z1) 
walk:np in the fear of che Lord, and com- Plating * 
fort of #b» Holy Ghott ,be malteplyed. And 
this is to pray for the peace of Feruſalems. 
And'when you hear of a'Church bereft 
of its Paſtor;pray co rhe chict Shepherd, 
$0 ſupply che empty room with a meer Numb.zy. 
fuccaliour : As Moſes (aid 10 anoher 16,17. 
cafe, Let the Lord, the God of the Eyt= 
rits of all fleſh, fet a man over the Con- 
gregation,. which may go out before the, 
and which way po in before them, and 
which may ltad them out, and which may 
rg vs in, that the" Congregation of 
the Lord be not as ſhiep which bave no 
Shepherd, - » 's 

Oh firs },: There 1s a great feryice to be 
done for Chrift by''prayers, during 
the -opparcunicy. of -our * ificercefſion, 
which dieth-togerher with -us,  Whar 
great things -haye been, and” ſtill arc 
done by | prayers ? By. theſe was the 
Church-dehvered out ' of Babylon , and 5... 127 

k. . s 

Pater out of Priſon, By chele was Zt- 13. . 
on tbuilt,  'By theſe is the Golpel ups Af.12.5-— 
held, the enemies cherevt britded , and _ oor” 
liberty obrained, 8c. And when God pg1 0s, 
will doigfeat-and wonderfubrhings, he SF 
wilh gather» his proying Saincy cogerhers; : - 1-- 
WI y | ; 


and 


CY 


3's 
Ar 34 
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youre pour out a mighty Spirit of prayer 
TIIS2L nithem; 

«.-:16,* - Sixthly , Comfort the farble minded, 
aud ſupport the weak, Speak. 4 ward mn 
1 Thel.s. dwe ſeaſon tothe weary. For ſomeritnes' 
T4- you ſhall meet wich ſuch as want ir, and 
who walk in darkneſs and ſee no lghr, 
'-: 7 and arercadyto complain like Heman, 
Pal. 88, at large. In ſuch caſes, 
Wa35: 3:4 Strengthen the weak, hands , and corforns 
-the feeble knees, and ſay to them that art 
of a fearful beart, be flrong, fear not. And 
Job 4.3, 4. "Nis ( it ſeems) was Fobs practice. He 
' fireng thened the weak, and bis. words up- 
Prov.12. 4 beld | cn that was falling, And if they 
435 -weretn affliction, the moving of bu lips 
he aſſwaged their grief. For, wet w the 
FIfa.go 4. - beart of man maketh it floop, but a good 
word maketh it glad. And this ſayout- 
eth ſweetly of the Spirit of Chriſt , who 
Mzt.3212 ould wot break the bruiſed Reed, nor 
qnench the ſmoaking Flax. The words 
arc diminutive, Jorthe meaning is, be 
| + would ſtrengthen the bruiſed Reed, atid 
blow up-the ſmoaking Flax, For he 
carries his' Lambs in his boſom, that 
* bs, herenders them, and laics them near 

his heart. 
As whenche Church was in affliction, 
Song 25,2400 x fk of love, he faxes: ber. mich fia- 
| nv 
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$o1t?, and comforts ber with Apples 3 bie 
left band te nnder ber” head, and bit 
right baud embracerh ber, Not his 
righe hand under her head, and his left: 
hand'cmbracerh her. ;/ for that is not next I 
the: hearc of Chriſt, He is our: High Vibe = 
Priefl , who is touched. with the feeling ; 
of our infirmuties, & bath compaſſion ow td 
1% juſt proportion, He ſpeaks to the 
heart of the txembling Hemorrbosſs, when © 
ſhe fell down at his feer, and faith uns 
to her, Danghtey be of good comfort, thy Luke. 749. 
Faith hath made thee whole, go tn peace, 
And he cakes parc with that brokenheart- Luke 7-46 
ed (inner that {ace behind him at his fect, 
weeping , and wafhing , and wiping, 
 andkithng them, and rebukes centori.. 
ous' Simon; and faich to her, Thy fins 
are forgiven, thy Faith hath ſaved thee, 

0 in peace, Oh the \ (tweet Spirit of 
Chriſt Let the ſame mind then be 1nPhil.z.g; 
you which was in him. Aud comfort themz Cor.1,S,. 
that are in trouble, with the comforts 
wherewith you your ſelves bave been comv- | 
forted of God, Ard be kindly affeftiongd ROWIte * 
one toward another in brotherly lave, And ** 
when the caſe requires it , ſhew your 
ſclt a fon of Conſolacion, | 


Scyenthly, 


7: 
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i Sevemahly, *In-Heaven- (-y ob know ) 


axe no necel{zties,. whereas: her. are mas. 
ay; which wHlgive occaſion therefore to 
tuck ſervice as Heaven hath no need 


_ , , of,, For hereare:popr Saints, and-rhe 


_ ' Poor. are always with us, who fome= 
tmes want Food, ſometimes Clothing; 


ſometimes Lodging, ſomecimes.\\Money, 
&c, You then that are able muſt fok 


Job'31.16, low Fob's example; ſaith he, 1 ' bave' wot 


wo. . 


. beſs bath eaten of it. alſo, 


withheld the poor from their deſire , nov 


Cauſed the eyes of the Widow to fail, nov 


eaves wy morſel alone, but the Fatber+ 
Neither bave 
4 ſeen any to periſh for want of clathing, 
Br &py poor - without covering, bus bus 
loyues bave bleſſed me, and be was warm- 
ed.with the fleece of my ſheep. The ſtraw» 
ger. dd not lodge in the fireet, but 1 open: 
vd my door to the Traveller, &c, and che 


eyes of our Lord Jeſus are much- upon 


Mat.25-35 ſuch good works as theſe;for he bebeld how 


the people cat their money into theTreaſtte 
#y- Heaven affordeth no- ſuch objets 
of your Love and Compaſlion, , 14: 


 . *, There are indeed many Beggers at 


Heavens Gares , but never. a Begger 
wichin Heavens. doors. And. there are 
many Widows and ' Fatherleſs Children 


here, but neyer a Widow nor Orphan 


there. Brethren ! 


TT” TC" —— 
- 
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.Br&hren, Be Ye then: mercifuly ud Luke 6.36, 


your Puther 3n Heaven &© merciful 
bleſſed nre the merciful , for they ſhubbrak» 
taxeeren, And it is that which vill 
lengthen out your lives. Mercy, even 
tothe bnuc; creatures, ſhall prolong your 
daycs, much more then to Men, eſpeci- 
ally co the bowſhold of Faith. Lazarui 
hall rik;and have a new leaſe of his life 
to eficertain Chriſt again, ' And fo ſhall 
Tabitha 0 make Coats and Garments 
for Widows: again. Life 15 well -b& 
Rowed! upon mercitul ones, And-lite 
is the time of ating this Grace, for bows 
els are ſhut up in Heaven, and no- picy 
thall be ſhewed to the | neareſt 'periſhing 
relations.in che day 8f Chriſt. # Again, 
Here you may encercain Jeſus Chrift-in 
his Members, and Miniſters. Here you 
may be tcliow-helpers to the Truth and 


4 And Mat.5.7, 


Joh. [8. a» - 


Goſpel, And what ſays Fobs of thatpme ; Joh.v.8. 


ought therefore to receive ſuch, that we 
awight: be fellow-belpers to the Truth, 


And, faich the Apoſtle,Be not forgerfiel Heb.13; £ 


to entertain ſtrangers, for thertby ſort 
bavrentertained Angels nnawares, 
cangot encertain Angels in Heaven, (for 
they have their places there as well as we, 
and there we are rather entertained b 
them ,/ Zech. 3, 7. ) but herc ic ba 


been 


gy 
* > ” 
. 
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-* heen' done,” ar +by 4bvabaw and Lot; 


And though we cannot expect: to «enter: 
tain them az | they” did}, yp" of we, 


Mat.24.49 could) whar is that ro the entereginer; 


ment of Chriſt himfel{? Andiif we ens 
terrain his Mcimbers at our houſes. ; or 
do any Office of Love for chemry we do 
itunto Jeſus Chriſt; PIBEELS” 

Eighchly, Ler usbe wifling-alfo: (. if- 


| need be ) to luffer for Chriſt, which is 


a ſervice peculiar ro'this life, Bur I: ſay 
If need be , becauſe we arenor ro caſt our 

[ves upon ſuftcring , uncalled: We 
mult = up,- but - nor make. a Crols, 
But when: che providence of God, and 
his Word calleth us to witneſs for Chriſt 
to the leſs of ought thar. is neareſt and 
deareſt co us, kr us remember, -thacthis 
3s one of the: ſervices, which- teralinech 
with our [ives, and cannor be perfermed 


'." - inglory. Ithath indeed been our por 


tion hitherto to eſcape thoſe fulferings, 
which many: of our brethren have. undere 


_. gone, Bur have we been ſufferers i» af. 
feftion ? Have we been prepared forthe 


Croſs. Or; have we nat -been--among 


The tearfub 3 And nave we ({ympathuzed 


with our Brethren in their ſufferings þ 


and have we accounted chem happy thax 
'have endured; yea, and rhoir Kuft-rings 


honourablg 
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honourable . for "the ſake, 'and: if the 
quarrel of ſuch a Lord and Maſter? 
Conſider what I fay : For-it is a very 
honourable thing co ſufter for Chriſt, his 


Gofpel, and Kingdom, Fer the Spiric- of/1 Pet.4-14: 


God, and of glory reſteth upon all ſuch- 
And- what are all the ſufferings of this 
preſent time,. in compariſon with the glo- 
ry which ſhall be revealed in ns? Bit 
thongh we have eſcaped what others 
have undergone, yer we know -not 
what may be our portion, as to ſufler- 
ing before we dye, Perhaps there 1s the 


Rom.8.18, 


more behind, God hath p__ the Rev.6.17; 


number of them that. ſhall ſuffer tor 
Chriſt, ' And who knows ;what God 
hath appointed for him this way ? But 
what everiit be, Heaven will pur an end 
to \ it,,; where are* no futtcrings but 
Crowns, even incorruptible Crowns ;of 
glory, You know whats ſaid of thera 
that came out of great tribulation , they 
were' clothed with white Robes, and had 
pidms in their hands. : 
- Ninthly, Exerciſe thoſe fruits of the 
Spirit, which, are proper to this lite. 


You have heard of ſeveral, as Faith, 


Hope, Patience , love to Enemies, and 
ro Men. out of Chriſt, Sympathy, 


common gifts for Edification > Commu» 
nication 


Rev. 7.9% 
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* aitation'of Knowledge) whicii1s medis 
ace in this life. | 

All theſe are«che pifts of rhe Spitit ol 

this fide Heaven; in! che extrciſewhere- 

of: Godt is: kauely glorihed, and orhers 

edifitd;, . whivh t\is' «chat. which ſhould 

-  -: be the ſcope and aime of us all... 

10, .-Tenthly, and-lafily , :There: is one 
thing more, which we are exhorctd to 
do in this wortd; . which cannot bedone 
afcer death, and it is a very 'great-ſers - 
vice, and highly incumbent of:/us;; and I 

_ was ' willing vo refet ve it ro:the lalt places 
-- 21 that it might. the rather abide by/us z _ 
vis this, Endeavour to: tranſmit 
Religion -ndundefiled vo ipoſterity,, by 
tommending ft to your 'Chitdren, The 
Fathers ts the Chitdrin ſhall wake known 
thy truth... Andiwe*may runaer trough 
Fatherhood ar large; Bur:'.> 2; | 

T- ' Lerme (peak - of Domes Fathers, 

 _ thats, Fathieys of Families; 1+ Ehis. is © 
great: murter.; :#nd is. the ſpecial work. of 
the godly in their - generations; - + How 

| Uk hall thathe made good , pm F 
written, Hu N#me (that 155 £onit's 

Plal.va, 7 "ſhall endure de. wy boar ſhall be con- 
Tinued as long asthe Sun, Some render it, 

Hes Nam: ſhall be continuedias 4'fou con 

Wanerh _a Father's nate," fog the Ort- 
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| nomgu ejuy, Or ſoboleſcet ramen ejms , as 


| 


of the great works and ends of our lives ; 


Prafingot God, and Secondly, Making 
E 


(59) | 
gindl Finnoxy'or Fan cometh of Nin, # 
ſon. As fone ſhould fay , Filiabitur 


Tremelliwns renders its Thats, Chrift 
ſhall notonly himſelf live for ever 1n his 
perſon, . but . his Name - alfo . ſhall . 
endure -for ever, and be derived to his- 
Children, who- therefore {hall prolong hs Jfa.s 3. 00 
days, (as Children mete out their Fa- 
thers mortality.) in bearing his name, of 
being called Chriſtians, and the ſons of Adts 11,26 _ 
God, and the Children of Chriſt. And Heb. 2.13. © "1 
this ſhall be ( faith che Pſalmiſt ) before 
the Sun, that'is, as long as che Sun en- 
dureth. 
Now God will uſe means to bring this 
to pals, -and what are thoſe means? one 
ſpecial one 'is this, The Father to the 
Children fall make known thy Truth. For 
how ſhould tht Name of Chriſt be 
ehilded from: generation to generation,(as 
ſome render it ) if care be not taken by 
Parents to Child Chriſt's Name down- 
wards totheir Off-ſpring; that his Name 
may be put upon their Children, by be. 
ing' not only. Chriſtians by Bapriſm, 
burby Regeneration. And this is one 


for« Hezekiab ,here mentioneth , Firſt, 


know n 


 ccding Cluldrea ; for our Children are 
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known the Truth to our Children ; 


which was a great Statute in #-ae/, and 
obligeth us no leſs then them : ſaith the - 
Pſalmiſt, I will open my month 1n a Pa- 
rable, Iwill utter dark: ſayings of old, 


 which.we have heard and known, and our 


Fathers bave told us : We will not hide 
them from their Children, ſhewing to the 
generations to come , the praiſes of the 
Lord, and his ſtrength, and bis wonder- 
ful works that be hath done, Here 

1. Areſuch as are worthy of the name 
of Fathers, viz. Who tranſmit to poſte. 


| rity the Truths of God contained in the 


Scripture, ſoas theſe here did , as ap- 
peais in the ſequel of the Pſalm, And 
2. Here is the only infallible ſort of 
Tradition, 43z., that which delivereth 
to poſtericy, what God firſt delivered 
to the Prophets, Apoſtles, and holy men 
of God, and is how contained 1n the 
Scriptures. | | 
3. From theſe words we are taught, 
thac che godly in eyery age ought to have 
the ſame care to tran{mit the Word of 
Truth to their poſterity, as their Ance- 
ſtors had to-transfer it unto themm-z and 
fo to pay the debt which they owe to 
their godly Anceſtors, -unto their” (yc= | 


here 
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| (61) | | | 
here called their Children, verſ. 4th* 
- And if you deſcended not from fuch Pa* * 
rents immediately, ver ( peradventure ) 
mediately you did. However, this here _ 
1s your duty, out of Jove to God, to 
Truth, and your Poſterity, Mark | 
therefore what followeth in the ſame Ver.5,6- 
Palm, _ For God eftabliſhid a Teflimony 
in Facob, and appointed a Law in Iſrael, 
which be commanded our Fathers , that 
they ſhould makg them known to their Chil - 
' dren, that the generation to come might 
know them , even the Children which 
ſhenld be born , who ſhould ariſe and de- 
clare them nnto their Children... You fee 
this trarſmitting of the Truch and true 
Religion to Poſterity, is Gad's ITove and 
Teſtimony, 'becauſe it teſtifterh and wit- - 
neſſeth tor God, and againſt us, if we 
break it, And this Law and Teſtimony 
we have ſeveral times in Moſes. So that TY 
the Law and Teſtimony is, to tranſmit ,; _ 
the Truth to Poſteriry. For God did 13.14. 
not deliver the Truth, and true Religi. Deut.4.9. 
on to a perſon or people for the uſe of Tolls | 
themſelves alone, but for the benefir of Joe Gf: 
their Children alſo : And he never lo. 
yed the Truth truly ,' who is careleſs, 
" whether ir dye with himſelf, or our-live 

E 2 Le». 
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(:62) 
- * Lerfſuch Parents and Maſters look to 
it, who have been negligeat in inſtruct- 
ing their Children and Families, - The 
handing of Religion from Parents to 
Children,& from the Living to the nexc 
ſucceeding Age, 1s a ſtanding part of our 
Generation-work, Ir 15-ſaid of David, 
That after be had ſerved his generation, 
be fell aſleep. And cruly, ſuch as fall 
aſleep betore ,' go to bed betore they have 
done cheir work, and that 1s the way to 
make them ſtart, as many do, when they 
are,newly ſetting themſelves to ſleep, 

Oh firs! care and pains for the godly 
being of poſterity, is a great and neceſia- 
ry buſineſs, I many times think of the 
care and endeayour of the nine Tribes 


J oſh.22.22-2nd half, leſt their Children ſhould 
Joſe their intereſt in the God of [ſrael, 


To which end they built the Altar Ed, 
as they tell the two Tribes and half in 


. © their Apology.Say they, The Lord,God of 
-; Gods,The Lord, God of Gods be knoweth, 
1 and Jſracl he ſhall know that we have not 


done ut inrebellion , to turn from follow- 


- 3g, the Lord, fc. But we have done it 


ratber for fear, of this thing , leſt in time 
ro come your Children might (peak unto 


eur Children, ſaying, What bave you to 


{ e with the Lord God of Ifracl? For the 
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Lord hath made Fordan a border between 
us and you, ye Children of Reuben, 
and Children of Gad, ye bave no part in 
the Lord : So ſhall your Cbildten make our 
Children ceaſe from fearing the Lord : 
T herefore we ſaid, Let us n0w prepare to 
build us an Altar, not for burm-offering, 
nor for Sacrifice, but that it may be 4 
witneſs between us ard you, and onr pe- 
nerations after us, that we might do the 
ſervice of the Lord before him with onr 
Burnt-offerings & our Sacrifices,and with 
onr Paaniogs, that your Children 
might not ſay to our Children in time to 
come, ye have no part in the Lord, (Fc. 
Here you ſee the care and endeavour of 
the ewo Tribes and half for the preſer- 
vation of the trae Religion, and way of 
, God's Worſhip among their poſterity, 
which 1s th= Point thac I am now prel- 
fing. I beſcech you lay ic to heart ; for 
I fear char many are guilty jn this mat- 
rer, and that poſterity is like to be litcle 
beholding to them. Admit of a tew 
Expoſtulations, and conſider, 

Whar will your Children and Ser- 
vants ſay, when they come to lucceed 
you, and peradventure dye at laſt in 
therir fins ? 

« Lord, our Patents and Maſters did 
TP ITT. : E 3 TT 
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& not make known the Truth to us 
< they did not Catechize and Inſtru& 
& us ;' they did not deliver td us the 
« form of ſound words , nor any brief 
& {ym ofthe Articles of Faith, and true 
c« Religion ; but we lived and dyed in 
<« jpnorance, for, they had no 'care of 
& q0ur Souls; and if others dealt thus 
< with their Children and Servants, Re- 
& ligion it ſelf might have periſhed,, as 
&< we have done. Now would not this 
be moſt miſerable? Aud are you wil. 
ling to be thus indired by your Chil. 
dren and Servants in that great 
day. - . | 

Doth not Hezekiah here ſay, The 


' Father to the Children ſhall make known 


thy Trath? And 1s it not expreſt as a du- 
ty, and agreat one too ? And doth not 
Hezekiab look upon this as one of the 
ereat works to be attended in this 
World, without which ic is not worth 
while-to live? Hezekiab indeed had 'no 
ſon at this time, but he reſolyerh here , 
that if God ſhall give him one, he will 
make known the Truth and Faichful- 
neſs of God to him; for he looks upon 
it as his duty, when he ſaith , The Fa- 
ther to the Children ſhall make known thy 
Track. *And what is the' reaſon, that 


| . ..- (89) 
many areſo ignorant this day,butbecauſe 
hey wanted Family-inftructicn from 
Parents® and Maſters > For it is not 
enough, that fuch do live under the 
preaching of the Goſpel, if they wanc 
inſtruion in the Families wherein they 
have lived; the want whereot makes 
the Miniſters Plow to go ſo heavily. 
Oh let not the Children and Servanes 
riſe up in judgment againſt you, and 
charge their ignorance and damna- 
tion upon the negle& of your duty to- 
wards them, | _ 

Thirdly, Confider with whom God 
hath berruſted the Gofpel and 'true Re- 
ligion, | 

-1x. He puts his Miniſters in truſt with 
it. For, ſaith the Apoſtle, We are al- 
lowed of God to be put in truſk with the 
Goſpel, And it is a great truſt, and 
we muſt be faithtul-in the diſcharge of it; 
and you muſt not be offended if wedeal 
plainly with you. 

2, He betruſteth all his people wich 
his Goſpel and pure Religion, expeCting 
their diſcharge of chis cruſt by their ur- 
moſt endeavors to tranimic it to poſterity, 
as you heard but even now. from thar 


\ Text, Pſalm 78, 3,—7. For hedoth 


not, as 4 ſaid, purthe cruſt into your - 
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hands for you. {glves-only, that you 
ſhould make uſe of it during your lives, 
and then dye, and let others hat ſhall 
come after you ſhift for themſelves; for 
this were to be cruel, like the Oftriches 
in the Wilderneſs, who leave their Eggs 
in the Earth, and warm them inthe duſt, 
forgetting that the Foot may cruſh them, 
and the wild Beaft break them 3 but he 
expecteth and requireth your fairhful. 
neſs, and utmoſt care and labour to re- 
commend the ſame Religion ro your Chil- 
dren and Serwants that live with you. 
And what faith Solomon? My Father 
taught me, and ſaid thus and thus to 
me, Prov. 4. 4+ And my Mother all 
raught me, and ſhe ſaid ſo and ſo ro me, 
Prov. 31. — But how have you caughr 
thoſe that are under your ,Care? and 
what have you ſaid ro them? And 
where is theAltar Ed,that you have builc 
for them, as a witneſs and memorial of 
thetrue Religion and Worſhip of God, 
'which you have commended to them ? 
No marvel that Religion decayech in ma- 
ny Families, when their Governours 
have wrapt up their Religion in a Nap- 
kin, and protelled only for themſelves, 


. - and not for them that ſhould come ater. 


them, You chat areguiley ip this parc, 
| will 


8 _ 8 


will havea ſad reckoning to make,when 
you ſhall be called to give an account of 
*your diſcharge of that. cruſt, which is 
commended to you, -and have never an 
Ed co witneſs your care. of conveying 
the Tiucth co the generation to come, 
Know therefore,that ic is your duty, ac- 
cording to this cruſt commirted ro you, 
rotfturn- and wind your Religion for 
God's Glory &-the advancage of poſter1- 
rv 5 which, zf you nzgleR, rake beed you 
be not numbred among the wicked, and 
{l>chful ſervants, and have your portt- 
on with them. 

Conſider the common care of Parents 
to bequeath- their Houſes, Lands , an 
Goods to ſuch as are to fucceed them, 
They leave their ſubſthnee to therr Babes, 
ſaich the Pfalmiſt, @ And the inward 
thaugbr is, that their bouſes ſhall conti- 
vue for ever, and their dwelling places to 
all "generations, and they call their 
Lands after their own names. Thar. 1s, 
they are thoughtful for the upholding of 
their Families, and the continuing of 
their names from one generation to ano- 


ther. But as for the Goſpel, which 


they profeſs, and the Religion which 
they awn, they have lictle or no care ar 
all, They leave their Earthly ſubſtance 


ro 


- 
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to their Children, bur that which is the 
moſt ſubſanrial thing of all , they leave 
1c nor to them 3. and they leave their * 
pames to their Children, but the Name 
of God and Chriſt they leave noc , nor 
have chey any care, that Chriſt's Name 
be named upon them, by endea- 
yourivg to make them Chriſtians indeed, 
= according totheir duty, as che Plalmiſt 
"hx 45* laith, 7 will make thy Nams to le retwem- 
*  Pſal.92.17 Fred in all generations. They care not 
» that his Name ſhould be chb:/ded from 

generation to generation. Truly it were 

juſt with God, that: their names ſhould 
be blotced out from under Heaven, who 
love their ' own names better than 

Chriſt's, 

# Conſider the Covenant that pious Pa. 
4 rents ate entred into with God, 
 Gen.17.7. For when God ſaith, / will be thy God, 
8” and the God of thy Seed ; He expeCteth 
and requireth , that Parents do not on- + 
ly give up themſelves, but their Seed al- 
; ſo unto God, As Hannab laid in her 
) :Cam.r. Prayer » If thow wilt give unto thine 
* 3t, Handmaid a Man-chiid, 1 will give 
2 bim unto the Lord 'all the days of bus life : 

She ſpake indeed of more then an ordi. 
- nary devoting him tothe Lord, wiz. in 

the way of Naz-riteſhip : But yer ſhe 


was 


- 
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bound however , to. have given _him + 'Y 
back to the Lord, in and_by an ordina- 
ry way of dedication, common to her 
ſelf with all Parents, who are bound 
to this duty by the Law of Nature, and 
by many commands in the Word of 
. God, which I have already mentioned, 
. Train up cherefore a Child (or Catechize _— 
him ) z» the way be ſhould go. So did _ -_ 0 
David deal with Solorwmon, as you bave TWP | 
heard,and fo Low with Emnice,and Fri. —798.3— , 
nice with Timothy, and ſo the goviy 
Fathers 1n their generations. * It was as 
you hayg heard, a Teſtimony and a 
Law in 7ſreel, And when you brought 
your Children to Baptiſm, you did ſo- 
lemly engage unto* this dury. For the 
Covenant which gave your Children 
right to that Ordinance, and which 
ſcaled it ro them, ftrongly obliged you 
to give'them up to God+1n the uſe of all 
ſuch means as he hath appainted, 2n-Y 

And therefore you are a Covenant- 
breaker in the negleRt of this duty, | 
which is the ruine both of many Chil-', g.. 4% 
dren and Families, as of Elie's in parti- » 2 wich" 3 
cular, and yer El; did reprove his ſons, 3.13, * * 
bur did not do his utmoſt. And this is 
the reaſon why many Children of godly 
+ Paxents prove wed and vicious , and 

w_ 3s ; their - 
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their Families at aft, - Ioſe all power of 
godlineſs, if they grow not looſe and 
prophane. For ut is with Children, as 
with the Flowers in your Gardens, 
which wichour care and culture will ſoon 
degenerate, Remember therefore your 
Covenant, and attend the terms there- 
of, which concern you in relation to. 
*your poſterity, And ſay , I am not 
only naturaliy, bus alſo federally bound 
to uſe all means to train up my Children 
1n the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, and-to ſerve the purpoſe of God 
as ro-their Eternal Salvation. 

For do you think it enough, that you 
breed chem up to live in this world ? 
And 1s it enough that you provide Mear, 
and Drink, and Apparel, Portions, and 
Trades, aud ways of livelihood for 
them ? Or, thac you give them civil Edu» 
cation, and teach them how to carry 
themſelves as men ? will you love their 
bodies, and negle& their ſouls? Do you 
know the price of your own ſouls,and 
not of theirs coo ? Or, are not theirs as 
precious as yours? Or, is it all one to 
you where you ſpend your Eternity, 
and wherher you go to Heaven or Hell ? 
In the mean-while, where 1s, your Re. 
ligion ? where your loye of God L _ 
SOT le 
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Godlineſs'? Where your Conſcience as to 
your Covenant ? Or, what care bave you, 
thar Godlineſs may flouriſh in the next 
generation, who take not the courſe that 
it may thrive in your own Family? Take 
heed leſt you'*prove to be an Hypocrire 
at laſt. ' Oh, remember the care of good 
Mavoah, when the Angel cold him , he 
ſhould have aſon ; Bar, faich he, How 
ſhall we order the 'Child ? and what ſhall 
we do do nxta bum ? 

And ſceing you are a Covenanter with 
God, and have given up . your Chil- 
dren to him, who hath accepted of 


- o , z 


chem, Ezek.16, 


and ſcaled che Covenant to. them ; you emmy 


ſhould now conhider, 'that they are. bss 
Children ,' his Sons and Daughters, as 
well as 'yours, as he expreſly callech 
chem. - And he puts them out to you to 
Board and Breeding, and you muſt give - 
an acount to hun, how you have bred 
them up for him. | 
And wtat ? will ye rob God of his 
Children, aad beſtow them, upon the 
world, or ſacrifice them to be devou- 
red, and cauſe them to paſs through the 
fire , as God challengeth thoſe Parencs 
in the aforeſaid place of Ezekie/, I mean 
to be devoured - of that roaring LiorHt, 
and - { not £0 pals chrough chie fire, bur), 
| 0 


Wy, (73 ): | 
ro dwell with devouring fire, and with 
everlaſting burnings. Doth not Nature 
reach Men to propagate their kind ? And 
doth not Grace teach them to propagate 
the Truth,.and true Religion ? without 
the firſt, Mankind would periſh 5 wich= 
out the ſecond , Religion would ſoon be 
extinguiſhed : or, have you more care 
to uphold che World, than to propagate 
_ the Goſpel of Chriſt's Kingdom >. if ſo, 
you are no better thana Man or Woman 
of this generation. 

I percetve, chere are many Bills pre- 
ſented for prayers in behalf of ungodly 
Children. Ic is well, if cheir Parents 
'  havenot been wanting in their duty to- 
wards them, If they havenot, lerthem 
not deſpond as to the ſucceſs of their en- 
deavours. I haye lived co ſee the bleſſed . 
fruits of pious Education , and that 
though Children fo Educated have gone 
aſtray for a while, yet they havebeen gra- 
cioully reduced ar the laſt, & made their 
Parents joyful, And Ichink, ic is noc 
uſual, that a Father ſhould be a true 
Fearer of the Lord, and one that conſci. 
onably diſchargeth his duty towards his 
Children, and yer all of them ſhould 
prove ungodly, and none -of them be 
converted ſooner or later , but periſh 

in 
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in the uncircumcifion of their hearts 
Perhaps Parents may not always live to 
ſee it, bur it is well enough if cheir 
Children come to Heaven after chem. 

I . have inſiſted the more upon this 
Point, it being che great duty of my 
Text , and of ſuch concernment as to 
generation-ſervice, 

The Exhortation reacheth Ecclehiaſtick 2. 
Fathers, ſuch as are the Miniſters of the » Cor. 4. 
Goſpel. For ſuchFachers alſo co cheirChil- & 1 
dren ſhall make known the Truth, And © 
that is the reaſon why we make known 
thoſe Truths to you, viz. that we ma 
diſcharge our duties to our Children, 
that you may diſcharge the like co yours, 

And every week , and every Sabbath, 
and every Sermon we preach can teſtifie, 
that we are careful to make known the J 
Truth unto you. For we have kept Ad2022 | 
back nothing that was profitable for you, 
»or have ſhunned to declare unto you all 
the Connſel of God, For as Jobs faith 3 Johnv.g + 
to Gai, We bave no preater joy, than 
to bear that our Children walk in truth, 
eyen in the Truth chat we make known 
unto them. And ler all that fear the 
Lord, bleſs. his Name, that in ſuch a 
day as this 1$., there are yet ſuch Spiri. 
tual Fathers , who know the Truth, and 
: labour 
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}bour to make ic known to theirSpiritual 
Children, For the time may come, that 
you may want them, when the Truch 
which is now made known to yon by 
-us', may, be impugned by them thart ſhall 
'come after us, 

There are alſo Scholaſtick . Fathers, 
who havethe care of training up Chil- 
dren in Learning, and theſe have their 
placeas well as the former in the fifth 
Commandment. And a great advan- 
rage 15 put into their hands co make 
known the Truth unto their Children, as 
well as to inform their underſtandings 
ina way of Humane Learnine, And I 
know no Calling, nor Relation, except- 
ing thac of the Miniſtry, that hath the 
like opportunity of making known the 
Truth unto poſterity. 

There are likewiſe Fathers Political. 
For there is the Father*in the Family, the 
Farher in the Church, the Father in. the 
School, and che. Father in the Com- 
mon-wealth, or Countrey. And ſome 
think , that Naamar's ſervants called 
him Father, becauſe he was a great Com- 
mander and Prince in his Country, to 
which alſo he had been, a Father, having 
wrought great deliverances for the ſame. 
However, ſuch a Father was the good 


\ _ 
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King in ttly Text,. and he owns himſelf 
as ſuch an one in che very entrance of his . 
Reign, when he was but 25 years old: 


For faith he to the- Prieſts and Levites 


{ cxhorting them co their duty) A4y* Chroif 


ſl ons, be not now negligent , for the 
Lord hath choſen you to fland before bins, 
to ſerve bim, and that ys ſhould nund« 
fer wnto bi, and burn nonſ - ,They 
were ( themſelevs.) Fathers, for Hqze- 
kiah calls chem God's Miniſters, and 
ſo they were Fathers to Hezekiab ; but 
as he was their King, he was their Fa. 
cher, and they his ſons, They his Spi- 
ritual Fathers , he their Political, and 
ſo, he was not only Pater pairi@ , but 
alſo Pater patrum, not only the Father 
of his Countrey, but the Father of his 
Fathers, 's. e. the .Politigxal Father 


of thoſe, who were his Fathers Ecclefi- - 


aſtically. But here is no oppor- 
runicy of ſpeaking to ſuch Fathers 
as thele, whoſe duty it is alſo to make 
known the Truth unto their Children, 


39-11, 


as Hezehjab did,as appears ar laxge in his = 


Reformation, 2 Chroy. 29th, 39th, and 
2ich Chapters, '» | 

There are Pathets ih age,gravitys & ſe. 
fioricy, wiz. ſuch asare well firickenin 


(76) 
BE  Tacs.r, 3 1 Elder, bat entreat bit) as a Father, 
b * the jtunge Men a3 brethren, the elder wo- 
9p meas Mothers,the younger as ſifters, The 
1 _ Elderhere is not #- Chur<-Officer, as 
rags __ ( - perhaps) "may think. For 
" * though it is Prevbjterocin the Original, 
% yet the ſame word is applyed to Elder 
- Woifien alfo, in ver, 2. TecoCuſtpogs 4s 
| pure gs, the Elder Women, or ( as if. 
f ſhould"fay ) The" Prezbytereſie). + So 
chat "the | Apoſtle here ſpeakerh only 
of theſeyeral degrees of Agein each Fext, 
Etder and ' Younger, calling the Elder 
E---- Men 'Fathets, and the Elder Women 
Ew Mithers,, and the. younger Men and. 
- Women ; Brethren and Sifters. And 
F. - that this is the true- meanins of the 
TR . Apoſtle, appears alſo, Tirws, 2. 2, 3. 
7 where the Blder here, is' called Aged 
$ there, wh | 
'- Now there is a duty alſo intumbent 
upon theſe,” as touching the tranſ{miſſi- 
on of the 'Truth -to the generation to 
come, Make it known :therefore by 
ys your --Examples,. Connſels; Encourage. 
T "ments upon alloccafions ; for you have 
OW heard much, and feen' much; and 
: *© knowninuth, andtreafurted up cxperi. 
= ences, and” therefore! certainly; you 
> '. , thonkd hav&much to ſay -to ſach as-arc 
wa Boon an of ; 


A 
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of the'younger ſort, and your: years, b. 
gravity,” wiſdom , ekperiences wall the +". 
better recommend the Truth unto them z > 
for "there is an honour due_to you alſo, Se Lev.14 
by vertue of the fifth Commandment, 32. +. 

Let me commend to you that Tex: pj. * 
of Scripture, Oh God, thow haſt taught 1938, 

me from my youth, and hitherto have 1 
declared thy wondrous works; Now alſo w— 
when I am old, and gray-beaded, Oh +4 
Gol, ' forfake me not, until I bave ſhew- 45 
ed thy ſtrength unto this gentration, and 145% 
thy power to every one that is to come. KS 
The Plalmift was now arr old Man; one 
of much experience, bcing taught of 
' God-from. his- youth; and 'as God 
taught him , ſo he ratizhe others : 
For faith he, Hitherto have ' 1 de- 
Clared thy wondrous works; Hitherto , 
that is,to old Age,for now he was aged, 7 
and gray-headed. And had he not Is 
done well ? and was-it not time now” ro a 
dye? Yes, he had done very well , bur 
yer he is willing co live a'litcle Tonger, 
to do more, and' therefore ( faith he } 

Forſaks me not, until I bave ſhewed thy © 
ſtrength unto this generation , —_— | 

T7; to every one that i to came. *: S'1t- TER 
B98 7 


he thordd ay, Tam willing yet*ro live .. 72 
@ ditile longer to do more generation-+ " 
I® 2 "4 F 2 . vorks. ; . 


ge 
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(78) | 
work ,. thereiSa cate and. zeal for poſje- 
rity upon my. heart , there are young 
| People ready, to come after me, and.per- 
| adventure they will liſtey to the Coun. 
I ſel of an old experienced ſervant of God; 
BY 4 and upon 'this account F am willing to 
p gong a few days more upon _ Earth, to 

erve God and Poſterity, without which 

it were not worth while to liye, 
Fhink upon this Text of Scripture , 
you that arc old and gray-headed , and 
> 1mprove the little remainder of your 
lives to ſerve the ſucceeding generation. 
Far you do nat love Religion, if you do 
not love that it ſhould live when you are 


Tiences, who dig and hide them in the 

Earth. When God had thewed his 

ſingular care and power in the preſerva- 

tion of his Church againſt her Enemies 

, that. attempted che ruine thereof , ſaith 
{ PGl.48: he, Walk about Zion, go ronnd about 
 Te13- ber, telths Towers thereof, mark ye will 
Nh ber Bulwarks, conſider ber Palaces, thas 
ye may tell it to the generations following. So 

. When God ariſeth co build up Zion, and 
appears in glory upon the prayers of his 
poor people, This. muſt be written for the 


dead ; .ncicher arc Tey worthy of expe- » 


-——# 


-* Es. "I generatiogs ts come, thu the people which | 
WE IE «1%. 0, 


Laſtly, There arc ſuch, who though 
they are noc called Farbers, yet arc 
called Elders, viz. the Members: of the 
Goſpel-Churches. And they are fo 
called, 'nor in reſpe& of age, bur of ſtare 
in theſe 'Goſpel-times, wherein the 
Church 1s-paſt her non-age, and is now 
in an Elderly ſtate, requiring more 
Knowledge, Wiſdom, Strength ,- Seri- 
ouſneſs, Gravity , and Solidity in the 
things of God, How ſhould ſuch as 
theſe walk before others, ſo as to anſwer 
the Character of Elders ? Let ſuch take 
heed then of carrying it below their 
Rate.Ir is not for Elders to behayechem- 
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ſelves likg Children. I have thought - 
many times of that deſcription of the * 
Goſpel-Churches in the Kewelations, hos f 


how litcle it is anſwered this day by mas 
ny that relate to ſuch Societies. Take 
heed, then of ſcandals , anſwer your 
cate, live up co your Priviledges, ſhine 
in Holineſs,that you may adorn the Do» 
Arine of God and our Saviour, and com- 
mic and commend your State, Examples, 
and holy Lives unto the Generation co 
come, that they may attain co .the 
knowledge of the Truth, by 
walking n itz and ſay , Theſe Truths 
aud Ways of holy Walking , were 

Fy3 - * made 


your | 
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made: knowri to me by the Gracious, 


- Grave, and ſerious Lives of ſuch as 4id 
- relate unto the Charches of Chriſt. 


The Exhortation hitherto hath been'to 
do all the good we are able, during our 
abode here below;ſeeing death yill pur 
end to all our opportunities, AndI have 
proponnded to you ſeveral Particulars 
wherein to be exerciſed this way, 

Now before I proceed to any further 
Uſe of Exhortation, Let me mind you 
of chat which may conduce to the atren- 
dance of this Duty, and that is, an hearc 
enlarged unto publics ſervice, ' For thac 
which greatly hinders che proſecution 
of this work, 1s' the :narrownelſs and 
Rraightneſs of the Spirits of Men, whoſe 
concernments *are commonly bounded 
within themſelves, © Therefore you muſt 
endeavour to abound in love, | 

Firft, To the glory of God, For 
this was at work in Hyzekzab's heart, 
when he iaid, The 1191ng, the 1111ng, be 


ſhall praiſe thee, This was uppermoſt, 


this was the firſt thing that was in- his 


"Eye,in his defire of prolongatipn of life. 


For indeed, it is the chief good of Man, 
whom God made for himſelf, and who 
therefefe to haye this end gontinually 
OR a RT " i 
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in his aim, and tobe often thinkin 
Whar ſhaft Ido to glorifie God ? Eorof ts —— 
bim, ayd through him, andto hit® ate all © 
things, eo bims be glory for tver, "Amen, 
And all is [aft that ends not in him that” 
is Omega, to whom you may wellafford 
this honour, when you <confider "that 
he is Alpha. He that's the firſt) muſt' 
be the laſt? Take heed chen of a narrovy\ 
ſelfiſh Spirit, which never looks ſo. far ts: 
to this end ; and that makes many ſa . 
unactive for God, and his Glory, You' 
muſt therefore believe more, and 'love 
mor, and then you will a& *to' this end” .; 1777 
more, &c. I . 
Secondly, Your love to the'glory of 2+. 
God mnR extend\.co che Generations to 
come, You muft not therefore" limit it 
* to the preſent Generation*, and'neyer 
be concerned that God maybe glon- 
fied in future Ages, eyen to the' Worlds + 
end: But your defires | herein” | muſt 
reach to the very end of the World. For + 
note the words of the Apoſtle Pas,” T5 Eph.z. a1. 
God be glory in theChurch by Chriſt Feſm, | 
I: 11 all ages,, world "without end, 
Amen. His love to God's glory rai 
through all Ages even to Eternity, And 
ſo ſhould your love do, or elſe you 'do 
not fincerely loye ir ; nefther indeed cati 
13% f: 34 4", - yoo 
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"you love that his Glory be uphgld he 
' ring your own time, and not loye 
the concinuance of 14 "i che Worlds 


end, 
37 | And fuch was the loye of the Saints in 
* Phal.7s. the Scriptures, to the praiſe and glory of 
laſt God; y they, We will ſbew forth Fs 
preiſe to "al. generations. And there> 
fore, 
x. They defired the continuance 
thereof to the-Worlds end, 
. 2+ They would alſo endeavour it, 
 pPatys:r; With my mouth, faith the Plalmiſt ,, wil 
| 1 wake known th faithfulneſs to af ge- 
L nerations: ;And this hath been their 
Pl.ro%IÞ- care ill 5 Thar che people which ſhall be 


* *%. 
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created may ma free e the Lord, Thus you 
muſt love Glory both Incenhive- 
ly, and Extenfively. 


2, , As youmuſt vr the Glory of God, 8 
> thgz 1t may. be extended to furute Ages: 
{o likewiſe you. muſt love his Kingdom, , 
orelle you will never attend this great 
wack unto which you haye been exhorr., 
= - God's King Kingdom, Power, and Glo* 
| to muſt go. together .in your pray- 


"And this was much upon Hezehiab's 
heart, when he fakd, The Father to thy 


Chilgren [pal wake knows thy Tratb. :- 


(33). 


he doh not ſay, ' 1 will make known thy 


Tryth to m LOmEAs , though he pur= © 


poſed fo to bur rb+ Father , that 1s, 
every Father that tearerh God.: .z not 'on= 
ly in my time, but in "the generations 
to come, Thus muſt your loye be ex+ 


tended to-the Kingd&m of God, and, 


Thy Kinglom come, mult be alriys 
in your defires and cnd. avours, Come 

how lohg ? even to the end of the x 
and never ceaſe coming, - till Chriſt 
himſelf come. Now if / this be -u 
your heart, and if you fove« rhax Chriſt 
ſhould' reign in che world, you will do 
your utmoſt to promote it, in your ca- 


pacity,” in artending tothe leveral Parti= g 


culars propounded, - * 
As you tove God's Glory and King- 
dom; -fo muſt you love his Goſpel. *'For 
ut is the it of rhe K i» glow ; That is, 
The Word” whereby God's Kingdom 18 
erected, enlarged, foverned , perfected, 
Ic is chat in which, and by chiſch our 
Lord efus doth reign in the world, viz. 
as to his Spiritual Kinsdom therein, of 
which I' now ſpeak eſpecially, And 
you ſce in my* Text, Hrzthiab's love 
ro the 'Truth, and co the making 
of it known, fda (reneration- to Gene- 
rzyon 4 Whergas the Goſpel is the 
. Truth 


Mat. 13-19 


(34) -. 
a. Tenth, x&7* ifoylu), the Truth wich an + 
; - og 3- excellency,called therefore, The Word of 
Fr m"g4* Truth, and The Word of the Truth of 
" * the Goſpel: The Truth made known, not 

by the Light of Nature, but by Revela- 
tion 3 a myſterious Truth , ahd there- 
. fore. a | great. Truth , chat we aſc 
rolay, As true as the Goſpel, Now if 
you glove this Truth, ( as/ you have 
cauſe enough ſo to do.) you will doany 
thing that may tend to the publication 
and. propagation of it, by your praiers, 
" Paans, purſes, Counſels, &c, 
++ Fourthly, As you muſt love God's 
Glory, Kingdom , and Goſpel , ſo you 
guſt love Souls. The Father to the Chil- 
dren ſhall make kyows thy Truth. 
Therefore the . Father maſt: love the 
*. Souls of poſterity, and have a zeal. for 
_ the ſalvation of them that ſhall ſucceed. 
Andthis will quicken your endeavours 
ro the ſervice of *yaur Age, when yvu 
ſhall look upon che Souls of ſucceflours 
| asof equal yalue with your: own, ſce- 
ing the ranſom given for all.Souls is the 
ſame, 39> 2 | 
© Andirtis a-bleſſed thing be a lover of 
ſoulszit makes a man like unto Jeſus Chriſt, 
0 whoſe: love co Souls ſhines in his own 
\.*Tit.z:4, blood, wherein the Kindneſs and in ” 


% 
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God our Saviour towards Max appearnth: 
His kindneſs and Philantbropy, s. e; love 
towards Man. For God and our Savſour | 
are great lovers of Men; ſo ſhould we be. 
| And Chrift's delights werewith the ſons Prov.8.31; 

of Men from: eternity. - We ſhould not © 

therefore terminate our loye 1n' Men's bo- 


dies 3 We ſhould love the :Jewel far a- 
bove the Cabiner, and be | frequently. 
looking upon Mens Souls. ; 
x. In compariſon with our own,and 
2. In "the . Blood of 'che | Son . of 
3- In relation to Eternity; eſpecial- 
Iy the: Souls of fach as are near to us. 
And the :enlargement of our affections. , 
. this way will man vary endeavours. 
In Heaven we ſhall Igye Souls that are 
ſaved, but here we mult love' Souls that 
they may. be faved;A work which deter- 
- mineth in Glory, G4 | 
Nowllchis requireth a publick Spi- 
rit, and an heart carried far beyond our : 
ſelves. - For a narrow Spiritatteth with —=©-£ * 
' ina narfow compals, and is limited to | 
private 'concernments » And that is-the 
reaſon why theie is ſo little Generanons 
ſervice rn = _ _ ER 
own , and nit the things which" are Fe- pj . ..-1 
ſus Chriſti, Whereas: our care {hould Youu 
* » CXam 
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(86) 
extend. far. beyond our own falvation ; 
and lave to God's Glory , future Ages, 
Chriſt's Kingdom , Goſpel, and precious 
Souls, ſhould all have a large room in 
our hearts and aftections, | 

Thus you have had a great deal of | 


work ſer before you, which.will dye to- 
gether with youu. And to quicken you . 
OIL 
Confid.1. Conſider, That you know not how { 
Gen.27.2. ſoon you may leave .cthis world: As | 
Iſaac faid toEſav, lam old, and know | 


»ot the day of my death, and yer he lived 
43 years after that. Few men in Scryp- 
cure knew.the day of their death , [o as 
Hezekiah here did , to whoſe fe 15 
years were added, gnd he refolverh to 
ſpend them for God's Glory, and the 
good of Poſterity, So do you as for the 
remainder of your days, which-may not 
be a quarter ſo many as his. 
Caution, Only have a care to perform better 
| 2 Chron, than hedid, For when he was recover. 
35 ed, he rendned not again according to the 
on benefit dont unto bim, Why ? what was 
the matter ? Hu» beart was lifted up. 
Hexzehiab faith here , The living, the 15- 
ving be ſhall praiſe thee, as 1 do this day; 
Yea, bur how . many days did this con- 
tinye ; For by and by he 1s praiſing 


in - 
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when opportunity is ended- What 
= yone cgpormnty beaded: ee 
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himſelf; Ye fſce the . deceitfulneſs 
_ of the 4Heart. of Man. This by che 


way. 
Galy confider the uncertainty of the 
opportunity , and how ſoon it may be 
at an end, and that the dead cannot 
praiſe God , nor they that go down into 
filence. Now your Tongues may ſpeak 
for God, and fo may your Lives, and 
Examples too; but ſhortly.there will be 


' nothing but filence, 


Oh ! þe not filent before death, for 
then you will be filent for ever. Per- 
adventure you have ſpoken roo little 
already, in order ( pen ) to the 


work of your day, Speak therefore and 


a& to God's honour, and the benefit of 


others , whil'ft yote live; os for ever 


hold your peace, 

E have laid ſeveral particulars before 
you, concerning the ſervice of this life z 
& have you not been wanting in many of 


them? And is not your day alſo far ſpent? + 


and are not the ſhadows of the evening 
ftretched out F make it up for the fu. 
ture, as far as' your remaining dayes 
will give you _—_ And to this 
end, | 
_ Conſider the account you are to give 


/ 
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Rom:1415 faith the Apoſile > Every one of #s ſhalt 


\ 


Heb.9.29. 


Vet.28. | 


Mat.z5,19 


give an account of himſelf to Gd, And 
this is the. very next _ thing after death, 
It ts appointed unto Men once to dye, and 
after this the judgment: * Once to. dye, 
nor twice ; for there is an Emphaſis in 


that little word, oxce, as appeareth by 


the next verſe, So Chriſt was. once 'of - 

fered, 8c. And after this che judg- ? 
ment, 7. Dye. 2, But once. : Men, 
that is, all Men. 4. Then to judg- 
ment 3 and there is a 'tatutwm eff upon 
all chis four: And the judgment will 


' paſs upon your managing. your preſent 


opportunities, For when the Lord 
comech, he cometh to. reckon; fo when 
you goto the Lagd, you go to reckon,vit. 

ow yon have praiſed him here among 
the living, how you have” endeavoured 
co further his Kingdom, according to 
your capacity, how you have lived ex- 
cinplarify embraced and improved all 
opportunities. to appear and fpeak for 


« Chriſt; Abw,- and for- whom you have 
* prayed, how you have comforted the * 
 teeble: tminded, and ſupported the weak, 


ſupplyed che ourward wants of the Saints 
according to your ability, how you have 
ſtood for Chriſt in a ſuffering time, how | 


._ "you have 'improved'rhoſe, Gifs of Grace 


Which 
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which are proper co this Liſe , how you! 
have endeavoured to tranſmit pure Re> 
ligion and undefiled to your Poſte. 
rity, by recommending it clpecially to 
your Children, | 

L:'tell you theſe are the+ great 
things, and all of chem are the Work 
of the Living,' and. not of the Dead, 
How far you have attended them hither. 


ro, you beſt know ; If you have been | 


wanting, you had need to make up 'ih 
repentance, what hath been lacking! in 
duty '; and a great part of your repent- 
ance 'muſt be exerciſed in fruics worthy 
amendment of life, For fo ſoon as ever 
your Soul is quit of its earthly Taber- 
nacle, - you muſt preſently appear before 
God's Judgment-Seat. 
Conſider che greatneſs. of the reward 
of good and faithful ſervants. They 
ſhall have as much joy as their hearts 


can hold. For they muſt enter znto-it, Mat.z5.20 * 


ſeeing it cannot enter into them, - Net. 
the? the Sufferings, nor the Duties' and 
doings of chis preſent time: are wors 
thy ro be compared with the glory 
which ſhall be revealed in us, Bur our 
Eyes ars too ſeldom upon the recom- 
pence of. reward, nor do we corlſider. 


what God hath prepared for chem _- | 
| -loye _ : 


3* F | 
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_ Jove him: Whereas, did we ſeck for 
Story, Honour, Immortality, we ſhould 
continue patiently in well-doing. But 
few chat fear Gd hive Faith enough to 
takein the exceeding eternal weight of 
Glory tha: is prepated fot riiem, It glo- 
rifſed Saints were co return to live again - 
upon Earth, they would double and 
treble their dutizs b:youg what they did 
in former tumes. ror, what do - they 
" think when they are entring into the 
joy of their Lord 2 what ? All cus Glo- 
ry, all this Joy, an Heart full, and a 
Heaven full, and to Ecernity alſo, and 
that for fo tw imperfect ſervices } And 
muſt I now ſpend Ercrni:y in the enjoy 
menc of Gad, and do noue of thoſe fer. 
vices any. more for tim, whith were 
' Proper and peculiar to my terypora] lite ? 

” muſt ] be on the receiving hand as 
eo all this Glory tor ever and for ever ? 
Certainly, if it. were potfſible ;; This 
would thake the Satars repent in Heaven, 
'that chey had done no .more for Jeſus 
4Chriſt-on Earch, +Burit ſuch thgughs 
were intident w glorifted Szints, they 
come to9 late ,; when once they are in 
Heaven: Now ts your time ro be work. 
Jng for chacineltimable reward,, When 
- therefore you.come io God, you [an 
19-26 ; , da} 6 


\ 
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have a full perſwafion, not only of his 


Being,. but Bounty, that he is a reward- He + 1.6. 


er of them that diligently ſeek him, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks. But remember that 
It muſt be diligently, And be you never 
ſo diligent, he will abugdantly reward 
it,, Andif Saints could but look into 
Heaven, and fee how 'cis there, before 
they come thither, they would ſoon 
double cheir dilivence, and work their 
fingers to the ſtumps for Chriſt, But 
many want Faith to believe fo great a re- . 
ward, or to apply it to themſeives , as 
that- which God will certainly beſtow 
_ them afrer their work is ende 
- 2 
| Conſider yet further, That the good 4 
you do upon Earth may cnereaſe when 
ou are dead; and as that encreaſeth, 
0 ſhall your glory {till be enlarged, For 
though the leaſt Glory above is uncon- 
ceivable,and the words there ſpoken wun- . - | 
atterable, yer there are aboundance of Ar. * ©9t- 14% 
gumentations in Heaven, and the ywho © 
at their firſt entrance, wore but fingle 
Crowns, after a while wear double ones, 
For it is ſaid, God will give to every 1-17-10, 
Man according to bus wayes, and accord- 
zng tot be fruits of his doings, So chat, if 
their former doings on Earth do frudtfic 
> RR: -& after 
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after they are dead , God will reward 
thenr according to the Fruit thereof. 
For not only there works, but the frat 
of them alſo doth follow them. And ſo 
do the evil works of wicked men follow 
them, as Ferobourn's did for above three 
hundred years together afcer his death ; 
for that at laſt he felt a ſevenfold Hell 
for what he did at firſt, Upon this ac- 
count it 1s conceived, that Dives deſired 
Abraham to ſend Lazarws to go and 
preach to his five brethren, that they 
might avoid that place of torment z why? 
15 there charity in Hell > no, it was nor 
out of love to his brethren, but to him- 
ſelf, becauſe he had corrupted them 
with his wicked life , and left a bad ex. 
ample behind him, which they follow. 


' ed, therefore he deſired, that they might 


( 1f not be ſaved, for that I think a dam- 
ned Soul cannot defire, yet that) they 
might not tor his cauſe and example be 
brought into that place of corment, be. 
cauſe this would be the encreaſe of his 
tormerft roo. In hke manner on the 
other hand, the glory of the Saints re. 
ceives encreaſe as their labours and pains 
are fruitiul, as Divines fay of Paul's glo- 
ry- One Heaven 1s too much for the 
þcſt Saint that ever lived , were not the 

ICs 
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reward of Grace, and yet your Heaven 
ſhall multiply according to the fruic of 
your good doings which yotf lefc behind 


YOu. 
And this will be inſtead of doing 
good in Heaven, when che Saints leave 
that behind chem, which keeps fruti- 
fying after they have left this world. 
Why ? what © that which they may 
thus leave bebind them ? | 
Their good Works and Words, and 
Examples, and holy Lives, their Inftru- 
Rions, Exhortacions, Counſels, Encou- 


_ ragements, their remarkable Actions 


and Sufferings for Chriſt, By all which 
they act and ſpeak ever after death, 
And there is no other way that I know 
whereby to do good when you are in 
Heaven, And in this way ſhall the 
glorified Saints know in Heaven, whe- 


ther the good works which they left - be. 


hind chem do fruftifie, for they ſhall 
find and feel it in their enlargedCrowns, 
further- Augmentations, and additional 
Glories, And then they ſhall break 
out into new Songs of praiſe ro-God and 
che Lamb, for helping them co ſow their 


Seed on Earth , which ill fruCtifi- , 


eth after they are gone to Heayen, And 


in this way a Father may convert his 
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Child,or Childr&n after his death , as 
as I doubt not, but ) many have done, 
And then he heareth of it in Heayen, 
two WaYCS. | 
_ I; By his additional Glory. | 
' 2, By the joyful Acclamations'of 
the Angels for the converſion of a 
ſinner. 

Wherefore let us endeayour ſo to live 
here a little while , chat our good 


Works may live when we are dead, and 


a& when we are at reſt, and ſpeak 
when we are gone down into filence,and 
bring forth fruit 'unto holineſs , when 
weare in endleſs happineſsz and bring 
Souls to Heaven after us to tell us that 


, our good Works, and Words, and Ex- 


amples, Inſtructions, Exhorcations , 
Counſels, ſufferings, Graces, are yer. all 
alive and well, and like to yield a fur- 
ther Crop and Harveſt of Joy and Ho- 
nour to them that ſowed chem before 
their death, - Oh, it is a bleſſed rhingy 


and the Wiſdom of Saints ro leave a 


ſtock ot, good Works 5ehind them, 
whereby to have a Trade going here 
on Earth, which will afford them treſh 
Incomes of Glory, whiPRt they are 2lreq- 


dy ſhining as the Sun in the the King- 


And 
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And thus much for the fiſt Uſe of 
Exhortation, to do all the good we are 


able, during our dwelling here on 
Earth, 


2d Branch of Exhortation. 


Let the ſecond Exhortation be to call 2. . 
upon you to value your Opportunicies, 
& to make the beſt improvements of time 
whiPſt you -are in the Land of the li- 
ving , ſo-as the World 1s often called. 
For Hezelfsh begant now to confider Ver 
the price of time , who bur lately was at 
the Gates of the Grave , and deprived 
( as he chought ) of the reſidue 
of bis years, that is, which he might have 
lived according co the ordinary courſe 
of Nature, Saith he, Mine age 5s de- 
parted, and removed from me as a Shep- "= 
herds Tent , That is, which the Shep- * 
herd removeth from Plain to Plain , ac- 1 
cording to his occalions, as the matter 
ſhall require. , x 4 
Now I am living here, by and by . 
my Body muſt lodge in the Teas of 24 '2 
the cold Grave, and my Soul re- »ento, © 
turn to God thatgaveit, [ have cut 7494 Texs 
off like a Weaver my life, be ( that aka 
. .1s, God) will 'cur we of from the relinquit;",; 
7 
| rey 
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Thrum, Ver. 12. I have cut off my 

\ life by my Sins, and God-hath cut it off 
by bis righteous hand upon me.Saith he, 
* I reckoned till morning, Ver,13. I (hall 
be dead by the morning. And now He- 
zekiab begins to prize time, and cries, 
The living, the living be ſhall praiſe thee, 
Thus when once the Iwift Shuttle of your 
Life is come to a Thrum , then you will 
ſee the value of Opportunity, and cry, 
The living, the living, 8c. and reckon 
rill che morning, and ſay, There 1s bur 
one day more between my life and 
Eternity. Andt may n$the long ere 
that Morning or Evening cometh, For 
little did Hezekiab a few dayes before 
think that he had been ſo near unto 
death; being now but thirty nine years 
old, and God having wrought ſo won. 
» derfully for him in his late preſervation 
x Ver.17. from Sexacharib : For ſaith he, Behold, 
£48 for peace 1 had great bitterneſs. God 
E-- lately deſtroyed the Hoſt of the King of 
Aſſjria, and gave me peace, and I ſaid, 
I ſhall now now dye in my Neſt, and 
mulciply, my dayes * as the Sand, bur 
I little thought of ſuch a Gckneſs to en- 

{ue my peace, 

Ir feems he was ſurpr:zed 3 and fo 
may you be, it you look not well to it, 
| fox 
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for God now gives fair warning of it. 
They that will not prize Opportunity, 
ſhall have an opportunity to prizet : f 
they prize it not living, they ſhall prize 
ir dying. Wherefore manage your 
ſeaſons for the beſt ends while you have 
them, and fill up your dayes with duty, - 
and be not fo eager upon the World, 
and the things thereof. Opportunity 
3s a golden Mattock co dig for Heavenly 
Treafurez do not wear 1 out, as many 
do, in digeing for Pibbls, and at your 
latcer —_ a fool. 

Beware therefore of idleneſs on the 
one fide , and cumbring your ſelf wich 
Worldly Occaſions on the other ; 
but conſider, wherefore hath God given 
you life and time , but to be ſerwiceable 
1n your day, and to work for him in 
whom you live. He did not give you 


time co, play the Truant , and defign 


and labour to be rich, and to grow 
great in the World, and to arrive at 
ſuch a Revenue, and proportion of 
worldly Eſtate 3 but he ſent you into 
the World to do his work, and to 
improve your Time and Talent for 

him. 
And therefore, when the World, or 
the Fleſh is putting ſuch Employments 
>. Sl up0a 
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upon you , which will devour much 
time, and divert you from the one thing 
neceflary, tell them ; Thar you mult 
give an account of your time , and you 
muſt not rob your Lord and Maſter of - 
his hours, which he ſent you. co im- 
prove in his ſervice, 8c. | 

And certainly it 1s an undervaluing 
alſo of Heaven, to think to go chither, 
and to do little or nothing for God upon 
Earth}, though yer the recompence of 
"reward 1s puyely gracious, og of meer 
Grace , let our Labours for the Lord 
be never ſo many ; for what are all our 
Studies, Works, Sweat, and blood, and 
Spirits, and Coſt; and Care, and Time 
expended upon Chriſt , in compariſon 
with an exceeding Eternal weight 
of Glory ? Prize therefore and improve 
your times. 
x. Part;= Here are ſeyeral of you that are 
þ. 6ularly. young, or in your middle age, or abour 
=! Hezckiab*s years, Call your ſelves to 
an account, and: enquire of your ' own 
hearts what you have done : Peradven- 
'ture bur little for God, and what will 
curn to a comfortable account. Whacr 
' then, if God ſhould now lay you'( as 
he'did Hezekiab ) upon your ſick Bed, 
and threaten to cut off .the Thrum of 
ne tt? 20e-  youy 
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your lives > Would you not with him 
turn your faces to the Fall , and wee 
ſore? And yer I rell you, Hezekiah hag 
done a great deal of Work tor God, du- 
ring the time of his Reign unto this fick.. 
neſs. He loſt no time, but fell hard to the 
Work of Reformation in the firſt moneth 2 Ch.29.3] 
of the firſt year of his Reign. And he 
did a great deal during his fourteen years 
before his ſickneſs , and he did it alſo in 11-38. 3-1 
Truth, and with a perfelt beart. 

Buc fill, what have you! done, if you 
were now- as near the gates of the grave,as 
here he was? And to theſe Gates you 
muſt come at laſt, and paſs chrough them 
alſo to the higheſt Tribunal, to anſwer 
to this Queſtion , What haſt thow done? 
How hait taou improved time, occu- 
pied with thy Talent , filled up thy Re- 
lations, maintained good Works for 
neceſlary uſes, been ative for the higheſt 
end ? | 


Peradventure you will picad your Obſery, 
ſmall capacity , and that you are bat I 
of mean degree , an obſcure perſon, and 
exerciſed in Low Employments, and of 
weak, parts, &c, 

Yea, but fill what ſaith Hezekiab ? - Sol. 


The living, the living he ſhall praiſe _ 


»* 2 % - ” 
. Þ «2 "* ® - 
% 


© (100) 


And are not you living? Are you not 
alive? For anyKlan or Woman living 
may praile the Lord , or elſe Hizekiab 
ſaith not well ; But ic 1s true what he 
ſaith , for any Man living may do his 
his generation-work. Is your capacity 
than ſuch, chat you cannot praiſe the 
Lord ? what faith the Pſalmiſt > Praiſe 
Je the Lord; who? Kings of the Earth, 
Yea, they are ina capacity indeed.Such 
as Hezekiah may do much that way, 
they are great Men, . and have great op- 
portunities, But what followeth? 
Kings of the Earth, and all people : 
Princes and all Fudges of the Earth. Both 
young Men and Maidens, and old Men 
and Children, Let them praiſe the Name 
of the Logd. Men and Maids, old 
and young, all may; and all muſt at- 
tepd the ſervice, none excepted. 
And.therefore plead not your mean 
capacity, bur ſerve your age according 
to your Talent, For he that had bur 
one Talent, doth not ſay, Lord, I had 
but one, and what can a Man do with 
one? My fellow-ſervants had, one five 
Talents, the other ewo, and they might 
well employ and improve them. 
No, he faith not thus 5 He was convenced 


that one Talent might be improved to 


k advan- 
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adyantage-as well as five, and that eve- 
ry one is bqund to be Trading for God 
with what he hath given him ; : for, ſaith 


the Text, He gave to every Man according Ver.1s; 


to bis ſeveral ability. So that all of 
them had an ability , though ſeveralP 
One had a five-fold ability , another a 
two-fold , -another a ſingle. And he 
that had bur a fingle capacicy, was called 
ro an account for his u.;profitableneſs,and 
caſt inro outer darkneſs. The meaneſt 
therefore among you hath ſome ability, 
and Woe be to ham, if he dorh not in. 
proveit, A voung Man, a Servant, a 
poor Man, a mean Man, may do man 
thipgs in tendency to God's Glory, nl 
the good of others, whilſt he 1s living, 
and the living, the living, he ſhall praiſe 
thee: 

You that are ſtricken in years, you 
have much co account for. For you have 
lived lon, and perhaps are now grown 
old, but have you been old Traders ? 
Yes, as toa worldly account: Yea, but 
there is another, and a better Trade,8 


' what have you done therein ? God will | 


call you toa reckoning for your world« 
Iy Trade, and eſpecially tor your Spi- 
ritual, You have gained thus much in 


- 
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the world, he will ay, but” what 
redounds 


TL, 


| Cor.11, 
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redounds to my ſhare of all that you 
have done ? This is the great Queſtion, 
Think ye; Oh how many opportuni- 
ties have you out-lived, which will ne- 
yer bave. their Reſurreftion : If 


Werefore you ſhould ſay as Fobs Bap- 


tiſt's heaters, what ſhall we do then > L 
anſwer, 

* Firſt, Be humbled for your former 
neglets, and miſpenice of time, who in 
doing much,have hitherto done nothing; 
and judge your ſelves for your omiſſi- 
ons,before.your Lord and Maſter callerh 
you to account. For if you judge jour 
ſelves, you ſhall not be judged. 

Bring forth fruit meer for Repentance, 
For though it is as impoſſnbe, thac your 
former individual opportunities ſhould 
return, as that you ſhould grow young 
again, yet God may pleaſe co miniſter 
new occaftons.to you upon your repent. 
ance, whereby to bring forth fruit in 
old age, It Cons: that Nicodewus was 


an old Man when hecame to Chriſt by 


night ; For, ſaith he, Cana Man be 
born when he # old? As much as to ſay, 
As I am, But when he is converted , he 
thrives apace , and comes to Chriſt at 
noon, and owns him yn the place of 


publick Judicature , ' and is a 


mean 


+» 


(103) 

mean to diſſolve the Seton, And after- jyhn >; 

ward he owns Chriſt crucified, and is at : 

much coſt to embalm him, when his —1 9.39. 

Diſciples deſerted him, The Old Man 

got the ſtart of them ail, ahd of many 

others that ſer out betore him, So it | 

is ſomerimes, The firſ# are laſt, and —_ 

the laſt firſt. | 
Now therefore beftir your ſelves, and 

redeem loſt time by improving whact re- 

maineth to the utmoſt, and fee what 

you can do with a little remnane of life, 

and whether you cannor grow as faſt as 

Old Nicodemus did. Projet improv- 

ments of life, which is a kind of Save- 

all, now that your light 1s near ex- 

tinguiſhing, 

Mak upſin affetion what may be 

wanting in action. If you cannot do 3 

much, yet love much. and you have . 

cauſe enough to do ſo, in that God hath 

given you to live fo long, ' who have 

done fo little. If our Servants ſhould 

work no better ſor us, than many have , 

done for God, we ſhould ſoon turn them | 

out of doors, And therefore loveſ che 

Lord the more, and that will alſo pro- 

voke you to do the more. 
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Scix up others to work for God , that 
what you cannot do by your own 
hands, you may do by others. For you 
ſhall have a ſhare in their good ations, 
who work by your incitement, - What 
good was dofie by the hands of thou- 
ſands in the "dayes of the reforining 
Kings of Judab, is ſtill imputed to the 
Reformers that ſet them on work, as you 
may ſee in the Reign of Aſa, Jehoſaphat, 
Hezekiab, and Foſiabh, And though 
the perfons impioyed might aCt from 
Principles of Hypocrifie, as ſome 
( at leaſt ) did in Joſab's Reformation; 
Yet the works were done in fincerity, as 
to the Retormers : They were done in 
Hypocricy as to the Inſtruments, in fin- 
cerity as to the principal Agent. 
Your time therefore is but ſhort, and 
ou cannot do much with your own 
rg ſee what you cad do by others, 
as by your Wife, Husband, Children, 
Relations, Friends, Neighbours, and it 
ſhall be impurced unto them, if they do 
it fincerely, but to you howſoever , if 
you did ſer them on work in the up- 
rightneſs of your hearc, 


Pray for death-bed Grace, Faith, 


| Hope, Patience, Peace of Conſcience, 


compoledneſs of Spirit,& ſuch a frameas 
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is fic to glorifie God, and edifie others 2} 
at your laſt farewel to friends, This is | 
that which we ſhould all pray for, and 
Itis that which God is pleaſed to grant 
to ſome, and it is a great mercy where it 
is vouchlafed, for it is not ſo eminently 
granted unto all that fear the Lord, 
Had Hezekzab now dyed, his Diſtem- 
p= was fo yiolent, that he could not | 
ave dyed ſo comfortably,/ reckoxed null yer,r;,1'4 * 
morning, that & a Lion, ſo be will break, 
all my bones : From day even to night, 
wilt thou make ax end of me, Like a 
Crane, or a ſwallow, ſo did I chatter; 1 
did mourn 4s a Dove : Mine eyes fail 
with looking upward : Oh Lord, I am 
oppreſſed, undertake for me. But they 
that have done but little for the Lord, 
and are not now like to do much, had 
need to pray more, eſpecially, that thus 
they may finiſh their courle. "2 
Andif God grant you this mercy,you ay 
may perhaps do as much good dying, E” 
as &yer you did living, The few words i 
of the penitent Thief have done good 
to coach he was a Man thac 
never did good, but much evil, cill he ' 
was converted upon the Croſs, And of 
thus much, for the Exhgrtation to Luke'2z- 7; 
value. Opportunicies , and- to _ 40,414 "4 
| ene 5x 
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þ. Pl91lefe dience of the fifeh Commandment. Wark: 
long life will I ſausfie bim, and ſhew him. 
my ſalvation, Why ? will not a Child. 
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the- beſt improvement of time while it 7 


laſteth, 
34 Uſe of Exhortation, 


as, * Þ 
$4 


If there are opportunities of performing * 


ſervice to God 1nthis world, which are 
not to be enjoyed after death, and that 


the Saints do that for God here , which + 
they cannot do in Heayen; Then , be--+ 
not too.eager in your defires ro dye, It: 


was Fobs weakneſs, chough indeed he 
was then in great diſtreſs and miſery, 


He longed for death, and digged for it 
more than for bid Treaſures, We muſt 


not be too forward to dig our own 
Graves : We'may prepare them , as Fo- 


ſeph of Arimathea did, and allo we 


muſt prepare for them; but ſet us not 
dig chem impaciently, or impor- 
tunately. 


Life isa great mercy, yea, and length © 


of dayes. Ir is annexed to the aþe- 


of God be ſatisfied without length: of 
dayes? Yes, he is ſatisfied to dye when 


God pleaſerh, If God will take him - 
a3ay ſooner or later, hehe. is fatisfieds 


Fo. ger 3” 


ac o- 
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Mis mn LOI» [,- we LIM 
Ic {ofa of Arabs David, and - 
Fob, chat they dyed tufl of dayes. And 
x was true, both paſſively, in that they 
were old Men ;- and. aRtively, in that 
they. were well Gatisficd to live fo long, 
And therefoxe Fob lek off digging for 
death, long before. he dyed. Peradven- 
ture 'you have your exerciſes doth our. 
ward and- inward, and 'withall you 
have good hopes of a bleſſed Rate in a ber- 
ter world z and now you long for death, 
and would fain be gone. Tak? heed,' it is 
time enough to goto a glorious Eternity, 
and when you are there, you will never 

ſay, you came not thicher foon criough, 

Here is, more ſervice for you to do: 

Do not love your Reward beyond* your 

Work, A lazy ſervant wilh be often 

liftening to theClock,or looking upon the 
-Sun, and longing for the Evening, not 
| ——_, ſo much his Work as his 


ages, | 
Ir is ſaid of Febojada alſo, that be was : Chr. 24. 


jull of dayer, when' he dyed, being one 15. 
wh fr thirty years Id He was 
full of days paſſively, and full actively, 
he was ſatisfied with this great length of - 
dayes, and very well contented and 
chankful to live ſolong, He was deep 1n 
years ( I ſuppgſe about , 3f nor above , 
| RR - an 


Ea mkinialyas all ) when his Ne. 
_ | ores, aStothECodwd. For he 
ived to {ce Foaſh married, and” after 


thac the be cabs And he died 
= long before Fooſb, who' reigned” buc 
ax þ 'But few men fived ſoTong 
dayes, and yor he did #' great 

deal of good ſervice unto the Ty And 
when he died; they buricd him” in ' che 
City of David atnong the Kings, 'becauſe 
he had done good in Iſrael, both"to- 
wards God, and towards his .houle. 
And- the moſt of it Was done in his 


4 old Age. 


4th Uſe of Exhortation, 


If the people of God can do n more ſer- 
vice for hign'on Earth than in Heaven; 
Be exhorcedgtoprize their lives pray for” 
them; and improve them, It Hezekiab 
here had died of his ficknels, che pev- - 
ple of God woulJ ſoon. have -mifſed 
him, - as'when (ar laſt ) he'died, che 


| did , for- you know what came af, 


rer. Conhder what a dez! of good ca. 
ſh with the liſe ob a good Man: Tt is 
true, his: Works live, biit his workiog 
:s dead. Miniſters ſhall preach io 
more ; Church- Ofticers rule no more, 


ail- 


#v» 
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diſpenſe: no. more z BenefaQors lay our. 
themſelygs no more; publick Spirits a& - 
Ho,more, True; .their Ex2mples, Say- - 
Wigs, Writings, Memorze, Fruns of 
their Farmer Works may ſuxvive : Bur 
ieir perſons, perſonal —_ delighr- 
ful_preſence, ſweer fellowſhip, whole. 
ſome Counſels , and. ready helpfulneſs . 
are dead and gone, Whereas lr are 
.Zreat mercies, and many will ſay ſo when 
they are gone, who made bur'lictle' of IS. 
them while they had chem. You know * w 
how the Elders of Epbeſws, and the Bre- | 
thren at Miletns wept at Pan's parting, 
forrowing moſt of all, that they ſhould 
ſee his face no more; and yet after that he 
lived many years, and wrote an Ex- 
p cellenc Epiſflero che Church at Ephbeſwe. 
> | Oh, how would they have wept, had 
, he then dyed at Miletw ! Bur few pre- 
cious ones are prized enough till dead,, ;:| 
# | 2d perhaps nor then neither, , The 1ſ- Fam.2 55, nt 
 raelites did not ſufficiently  valye I , Po 
/ | q nuel when he grew old, buc when they 
- | 
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had raſted whac Saw! was, and that Sa- 

muel alſo was taken away by death, | " 
then they all lamented him. Yea, and =o 
5 |. Saul himſelt galſo wanted him, who g 
*e little regarded him whilRt living, Bring : 
g ne wp Samntl, faith tieto the Witch ar, ," 
b FO H2 * Exdor, 


am, a$. 


p . Ry 
« x - . 
- i +, Y \ 7 4 


& . (no) 

» Ender. He that before would not go 
ro Samet, will now go to the Devil for - 

"him, Bring me up Samnel; Yes, Rake 

him by all means out of his Grave : 

And, oh, that Sex! could but one&'more 
ſpeak with Samuel! - © | 

How few are they who have a juſt 

valuation of theſe living mercies,, or 

I.,y-r. thardulylay to heart the Tofs of them ? 
© For it js our duty alſo to bewail the 
death of ſuch -, as when the Church loſt 
Stephen, devout Men carried him to his 
burial; and made great lamentation over 
| him, Oh know the price of living 
Saints, eſpecially the moſt uſeful 

ones, -— # 

You that are Children, and have 
godly Parents, who have made known 
the Truth to you, take heed you think 
not they have lived too long ; but know 
That it is your mercy ,,-it they dye full 
of years, and come to their Graves in 
a yu ll age, like as a ſhock of Com'cometh \ 
in its ſeaſon, Improve their lives;- and 


—_— 
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4 | lament their deaths Sareh was an Y 
p * . hundred twenty and fſeyen years ' old | 
- | _ when ſhedyed, and yet Jſaec lamented 


| the loſs of her for the pace of three 
BH years, and nothing could comfort* him, 
| Gen, 24, but his mnatriage with' a dear Rebokeb. 
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. Lbeſeech you love and honour yout | 


godly Parents, beg their continuance 


with you.,. and your profiting by them 
. ang. be very obedient to the firſt Com- 


nandment with a -Promiſe. Joaſh had 
chat benefit by his old Uncle Fehojada, 
who was Ye or of a Father co him, 
that it went well with him and his 
Kingdom whiles he lived, but miſerably 
with both afterwards. Many Chil. 
dreh: have loſt chemſelyes togerher with 
their Parents, - 

Conſider what I ſay. And then you 
that have ſuch Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 


as labour in_ the Word and Dotine, 
and watch for your Souls, prize chem, 


pray for them, and. improve them, for, 


you know not the conſequences of cheir 
removal, 


th Uſe of Raderdaoghy 


. Laftly , Seeing F is more {er- 


n jo to be done on Earth chan in Hea- 
.,vea'z how ſhouldchis exalt Chriſt Jeſus 
+.4n our hearts, and enlarge them in love'. . 
to-him, who as he wroughe ſo Tauch 


for us on Earth, ſo till is he at work 
Ffor-us 1n Heaven ? He, bg 15 the great 
- Worker in the higheſt World, You 
H 3 knaw 
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"#74... + know What he faith in his prayer to, his 
p LS0NT7-4 Father, [have glorified hf ar Earth, 1 
TOE bave finiſhed, the work which thos. gaveſt 
we to do, Yea, but we are to under- | 
ſtand ir of his Work'upon Eatth, for his 
Work ingHeaven is not as yet finiſhed, 
nor will befort the end of che world, 


Alas! we can do little for Chriſt in - 
Earth, and leſs tn Heaven, Yet Jeſus, 
Chriſt, whether in Earth or Heaven, is 
bp: * {till at work for us. It is net with-hin as 
.- with us-Heaven takes che work out of our 
wy hands, but ic puts it into his. For thi- 
ther is he gone to'take and keep poſſeſſie * ] 
IF on, and to prepare places for us, There 
: 4 he executeth his Mediatory-Office, con- 
, tigually appears and makes-intercefſion 
for us , ſheds abroad his Spirit, gives 
> - Commiſſion to the Angels, aFd: Gifts 
"—_ unto Men, calkth and gathererh in his 
Eto Ele& ones, enaFfleth us to work bn 

> *-Earth, governs the World, upholds his 
= _-Church, and ſubducs their Enemies, 
 -. * All che Work of Heaven' lies upon 

| :Chriſt's hands; and it is well 'ic doth, 
* © 461 what.would become of us on Earth ! 


”FY Andastius ſhould raiſe qur Eſteem 
nt Loxs of Cnift, fo ſhould ir quick- 
: > © Lag 
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en usthe more to Lhe br himon Earth, -Y 
ſeeing he is Rlill at work for us in Hea- | 
ven, - He wrought Above thirty years 
for us-here on Earth, but in' Heaven a- 
bove 'fixteen hundred, and thus he will 
continue his work to the end of the 
world, : 

To him therefore be glory, and ho. 
_ for ever and ever. Awev. 
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NATURE 
EX T ENT 


OF THE 


Gol pel-Day, 


| Reaching from the Deſtruction of 


the O LD, tothe ereRion 
of the NEW 


JERUSALEM: 


that the Light ſhall not be clear, nor dar 

Bur is (hall be ons day, which ſhall be known ro the 
Lord, not day nor night 3 e at ſhall come to paſs, 
that at evening rs ir (pall be laghe. 


Y | 


es —_—. 


| Zach. 34.659; Andir (hall cime topaſy in that day, N 


By IV. FH. | | 
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COALILR! 
COURTEOUS. 


READER: 


{8&6 SR [Hou haſt added 2 
|: i A. brief : Treatiſe of 
the--nature' of the 
=p A} | Goſpel - Day--in > 
þ\ We j its Riſe, Pro» 
| SL oreſs, and Perte- 
| Rion, The - Nora of which 
Day ( beginning in t the Apoſtles 
* times ) had muchdarkneſs ming- 
led witha little light. You know 
what” Riff and carneſt contenti- -. 
ons there were for the Fewiſh 
Rites and Ceremonies; yea , 
the. very: Articles of- Faith called 
P- in queſtion, the Spirit of Anti- 
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To the Reader, 
chriſt working even then in the E- 
vangdlicalChurches, which in after 
Ages gtew to a greater height 
inthe exaltation *of the Man of 
Sin, But ſtill the Light and Pu- 
rity of the Goſpel prevailed, 
though ſametimes the darkneſs 
was ſuch, as to threaten an ut- 
ter © extirpation : 'God raiGng 
ſome faithful Witneſſes in 
all Ages to hold*forth, and vin- 
dicate the Light againſt all that 
-oppolition. made againſt it, The 
Truth had -its Chanipions even 
then, , when- the whole World 
| .wondred after the Beaſt. And 
_ fromthem tous it is continued 
by. an uninterrupted' ſucceſſion, 
ſtill of a growing and en- 
crealing Nature like the path of tbe 
Fuſt ſhining more unto the perfet 
ay. What cauſe have we to 
- bleſs God that, we ſee the Truth 
- and Goſpel going on conquer- 
ing and to conquer all Errour 
"A | and 


"To the Reader, © 
and Oppoſition ? Well, the night 
is far ſpent, and, the day is at 
hand, and po, let us caſt off the 
Works of Darkneſs, and put [on 
the Armour of Light, and ſo much 
the more as we ſee the Day break- 
ing, when Shadows ſhall flee. a- 
way, & Light ſhall overſpread the 
faceof the whole Earth, 'Peace, 
Truth, Holineſs , and Comfort 
ſhall then abound. In the mean 
time if 15 no wonder if Light and 
Darkneſs conflict together. Light 
of Peace with Trouble,. of Truth 
with Erronr ; and go, let us not 
; be ſecure, God may ſoon bring 
a Cloud over our Peace and Li- 
berty. And ler us alſo who are 
of the day be ſober, bearing with 
and forbearing one another, for- 
-aſmuch as-yet we know but in 
- part, and ſee through a Glaſs ' 
darkly ; but when the Evening 
.of this Goſpel-Day cometh , the 
: Lord ſhall be one, and his Name 


one; -( Zych. 14. 7, 9.) one 
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wo To the Reader. 
errand ne? Jer. 32: a2 
the Faith and Hope he tall 
the Children of Zen rejoyce, + ar 
endeayour to be a People pre 
red forthe Lord. - | 

Reader, I ſhall detain thee no 
longer from” this pſeful and' ſea- 
ſonable Diſcourſe. 'The' bleſſing : 
of God go with it, and make it 
fruitful, ſo prayes 


gy] 97 18th _ Ihy Servant 
_ in the Goſpel, 


H7. 


ZECH, I4.6;7. 


Andi it ſhal come to paſs in that 
day, that the light ſhall not 
be clear nor dark. | _— 

But it ſhall be one day ,. which 3 
ſhall be known to the Lord, «4 
not day nor night ; but it ſhall : 
come to paſs ' that at evening __ 5 
time it ſhall be light, _—. 


His Chapter "begins with the 4 
revenge of God upon Judah > 
and Jeruſalem tor thei cruct», - 

FR fying the Lord of glory Ce; 

13.7-)0 of yhc vengeance Chriſt 

ſelt fore:ol 3, and he calls them deys "of ak 80 

Vengeance, where he anplyfiesh hw che, _'—Y 

Pre phet here ſpeaketh briefly. .. 
Yer Gad earcatneth co he avenged on. 


the - 
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2). 
"te pit Go Bri rhus wit Fg 
for this their ſervice,ax mi ing 
the fulfilling of cheir own wills, 
as n6t Gods", x ok . ) But though 
Ferwſalew ſhould be _ and 
che, Temple burnt, and. the Temple- 
Worſhip aboliſhed; yet the Lord would 
have. a crc of his Church, and: wake 
far the converfion_ of the Gentiles, 

ermſs the Truth and Way of his 
bb; Worſhip co the agen view of the Fews 
=  agd Gebeiles from Eaſt to Weſt 
by. © For the Truth and Way of God's 
20 Worſbip, and -of Salvation was pent up 
before Chriſt's coming , in the narrow 
FM confines of Judea, and obſcured alſo, 
=  afd —_ with ſhadows and ' Ce- 
+53" remonics, 2s Fern{alew ( the Seat - of 
"ad God's Warlhip ) was with Hills. But 
Lb » now all houl4 be laid open before all 
= the'world , from Exft to Weſt, And. 
' this here is | Fgnified by an Allegory of. 
3 $ - Gringo Mount CAR ( one Ws, 
, nous Hil ng put for ther in 
{-: E ” anid't towards the Eaſt, and Ars 
3 ..oht eff, whereby the City of God 
_ (which is rhe Church ) ſhould no lon. 
"7 he obſabred, but patent , all Sha- / 
2 2nd, P afrition- 
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12 
walis being removed. This, I ſuppoſe 
s the purport of YVerſ.q., _ 

After this followech a very great Com- 
notion, compared to thar great Earth- 
Fuake in King #2ziab's dayes, which 
made Men to flee for their lives. Buc 
It 15 tobe underſtood Spiritually (viz. ) 
of Chriſt's voice in the Goſpel, ſhaking, 


Verſf. 8; 


not- the Earth only , buc alſo Hea. He. 14 


very; whereby a great change is made ?*: 


even inthe Church, by the thaking and 
1emoving of the Ceremonial-way of 
Worſhip, and che Partition-wall, and 
cauling both Few and Gentile ( as ma- 
ny as would be'iaved) to flee cot the 
Goſpel , and Goſpel-way ot Worſhip, 
and Chriſt cherein, from the wrath-thar 
1s to come : This, I conceive 1s the mean= 
ing of Yer. 5. 

Only, whereas it is ſaid, And the 
Loyd my God ſhall com:, and all the Saints 
wht thee; This may be meant, Firſtly, 
Of-the coming of our I>rd Jeſus Chriſt 
todet up his Goſpel-Kingdom,whither his 
Ele& ſhould be gathered untg bim cheir 
Head : -But laſtly,and chiefly of Chriſt's 
ſecondcoming,whereof Pau! makes men- 
tion;;, {peaking of the coming of our 


Lord: Jeſs Chriſt with all his Saints. For r Theſ';; 


this Chapter leads us ſo far , that no- {alt 
| "$4 


thing 


ed 
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* theſe two Ferwſalems, Oldand 


CI 
thing remajheth bur this laſt and great 
coming of Chriſt, unto which the Pro- 

het cannot forbear to look, and he 
aries at it with much Faith and 
OY. 
J 7, In that he applyeth the Lord God 
to himſelf. The Lord my God ſhall 
come, 
2. Inthat he turneth his ſpeech unto 
him, And all the Saints with thee, 
Briefly as for the Chapter , ic begins 
with the deſtruction of the Old Fer- 


| ſalem, and endeth with the erection of 


the New. 

And whereas there is a Day ſpoken of, 
{o and ſo deſcribed as in my Text » It 1s 
the day or the time, that lyeth berween 
w. Ic 
is not a Natural or Artificial dy, for 
ſuch a day cannot ſuice with the {cope 


of this Prophecy ; Nor was there ever 


any ſuch day, wherein it. was lighter 
in the Evening than 1n all the day before. 
And therefore by Day here, we muſt DCs 
ceſlarily underſtand a large tract or time, 
for ſo Day is many times taken in the 
Scripture, particularly the time of theGo- 
ſpel 1s called the Day of Salvation. And 
It is called that Day, ſixteen times in this 


andy two preceding Chapters, which 


treat | | 


A "> ' [ mie, 9" 4 % 1.8 os A 


Day. 2 One, 


125 
treat of the laſt times,wherein ſuch work 
1s to be Gone, as will take up many hun- 
dred years, as you may ſee if youconſult 
the Chapters at leaſure, 

And you ſee here when this day be- 
gan, ( viz.) when the Goſpel was firſt 
publiſhed, v1z, about the time of the de- 
ſtruction of the Old Feruſalem, or ſome. 
what before it, and continucth to the ſec= 
ting up.of the New. 

Ler me then put all the deſcription of 
this day together into one Point, an 
It 15 this, 


Doarine. 


The Goſpel-times,wnto the converſion of 


the Fews, are one day imermixed with: 


Light and Darkyeſs, known to God, m 
the evening, whereof it ſhall be light. 


Firſt, The Day here is plainly meant of 
the rimes of the Goſpel, rill the dayes of 
the new Feruſalem. For you find this 


Day again,Yerſ. $. and again, Yerſ. 9.8. 


ſo, till you: are led to the converſion of 
the Jews, and the New. Ferwſalew, Ver 

10, I-49 the end. aut 
| Secandly, This day.is one das | 
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A Day. And thac for theſe Rea- 
ſons. 

x. Inthat it hath light in it all along. 
For Chriſt and the Goſpel run through it, 
And chele carry light with them where 
ever they ccme, Ir is true, there 1s 4 
mixture of darkneſs in it, yet it is not 
called night z but, becauſe ic hath light 
in it, therefore is called Day ; for the bet- 
ter parc carries the denomination. 

2, Its a Day in compariſon with the 
darktimes under the Law, eſpecially the 
times immediately preceding the com- 
ing of Chriſt, when beſides the ſha- 
dows of Ceremonies, there was great 
darkneſs of ignorance, 

3. Iris ſucha Day,as is diſtingniſhed 
with remarkable periods, ( viz. ) of 
Seals, Trumpets, Vials, even as the Na- 


tural day is with hours, and diſtin di. 


viſions. This we ſee at large in Johns _ 


Revelation. 

' 4+ It is a Day,in that it hath in ic a 
bleſſed opportunicy of working , Luke 
.,19:42. FJob.9.4, & 12.35. 

'9 5.” A Day,in that it hath a Morning, 
and n- Evening, The Morning began 
With the riſing of the Sun of Righteouſ. 
-nef, when the day-ſpring from on high 
Ala ri us, and the nou thac ſari 
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(12> ) ras 
darkneſs ſaw great light, And the Even. "I 
ing lies in my Text, immediately be- | 
fore the Jews converſion, Thus it is a 
Day. 

It is One day, 1, e. one and the ſame 
ſrom Morning to Evening. ' And 1s fo 
upon TWO accounts. 

Firſt, In that every part of the day 
1s tnixc with light and darkneſs, though 
not equally mixr, for ſometimes it 'is 
more light, ſomecimes more dark, bur 
more or leſs light and dark always, And 
ſo the day is one aud che ſame for con. 
ſtancy of light and. darkneſs, though 
not tor the equality of both, 

Secondly, One and the ſams, and 2, 
like to it ſelf, becauſe there is in it bur : 
one and.the ſame Covenant, and way of 
Adminiſtration according to what God 
hath promiſed, ſaying , Tet once more [ 5: 
ſhake not the Earth ouly , but alſo Hea- ,,, 3 
ven, And this word,7et once more, ſignify- 5 wag 
eth the removing of thoſe things that are "TM 
made that thoſe things which cannot be 
ſhaken may remain, . .The. Legal Adm- 
niſtration was ſhaken - and removed at. 
the coming of this day, bur the Evangies 
liesl fhall remain co the very end of 
And thence it is, that the Church fill 
appears in” all.che Periods of this days 
(il I 3 uuder 
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under the ſame form to the very laſt , 
wiz, of four living Creatures and ewenty 
four Elders. And thus it 1s wax 1dem- 
que dies, One and the ſame day from 
firſt ro laſt, This 1s the Secoud Branch 
of the point, 'tis One day, 

Thirdly, It is ſuch a Day as 1s inter- 
mixed with Light and Darkneſs, fo that 
it is neither Day nor Night, verſ,7. But 
why then 1s it called a Day in the ſame 
Verſe ? The mcaning therefore is, that 
it is neither pertect Day, nor perfect 
Night; but yer ſuch, as may well be 
called a Day for the reaſons aforeſaid, 
onely with intermixturesof Light and 
Darknels, 

. But what u the Light, and what the 
Darkseſs ? | 

The Light is the light of Truth : for 
thele wo g9 together 3 Send- out thy 
Light and thy Truth, And the Dark- 
nels 1s the darkneſs of Tgnorance, Error, 
Hereſy, Idolatry, and Superſtition. And 
{uch a mixture there hath been in this 
, Day, and will betothe very Evening 
Of ic. 
| The cleareſt part of this Day was in 
the Morning thereof, when the Apo- 
ſtles lived; -yer even then there'was a 
mixture of this Darkneſs, The Churches 

ul 
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in Galatia were infected with the leaven 
of falle Teachers, mingling Law and 

Gaſpel in the point of Juſtification, 

And ſome in the Church at Corinth 

denied the Reſurretion of the Dead;z 

and others . held that it was already 

paſt, (as Hymenew and Philetws) and 2 Tin. 2. 

their word did eac like a Gangrene. And *7: 

tome ſuch there were that curned the 

Grace of God into Laſciviouſne!s, &&c. 

Both Peter and Fade give usa ſad cha- 

racter of them, And in Jobx's time, 

there were many Antichriſts and A po. 1 John 2, 
ſtates from the Faith, and many falſe *>'9- 
Prophets were then gone our 1nto the * 

World, who denied that Chriſt was 

come in the Fleſh, And Pride and 

Ambition began then to appear in D:0- 

trephes, And falſe Apoſtles we meet x Joh. 4. 

wich ſeveral times ; and with Balaamites 12% 

and Nicolaitans in the Church at Pers R200: 
amw, aud the woman Fezevel, a falle | 

Propheteſs, and a Seducer in the Church 

at. Thyatira. 

You ſce the Morning of this Day, 
red and lowring, prelaging foul wea- 
ther throughout the remainder of it. 
In the times ſucceeding the Apoſtles, 
aroſe the Simonans, Menardrians, Car- 
prcratians, Cerintbians, Ehionites, Mar- 
+ cronites, 


1446445 2 pſp 
cronites, eApollinartans, &c. which did 
ſomewhat darken the Primitive Day, 
wherein yet there was a comfortable mix- 
ture of Light held forth by Irenemsy 
Laflantins, Tertulian, Tuſtin Martyr, 
Cyprian, and others. Afterward aroſe 
the Arriavs, (who denicd the God-head 
of Chriſt) greatly obſcuring the Day, 
but were oppoled by Athanaſie, Hi- 
lary, and ſeveral others, and condemned 
by the Niceze Council. Not long after, 


the Hereſy of Macedoning (who denied, 


the Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt) was 
condemned by a Council at Conſtants. 
»ople ; And {o was the Herely of Neſto- 
714, (who held that Chriſt had two 
Perſons, as well as two Natures) op- 
poſed and condemned by a Council at 
Epheſws, not long after the ſame time, 
Oppoſite to this Hereſy was that of the 
Eutzchians, who held Chriſt tro have 
but one Nature; confounding his Na- 
tures, as the Neftorians had divided his 
Perſon. For thus we find moſt of the 
Primitive Herches co be about the Na- 
tures and Perſon of Chnift, the great 
Light of , the World, which the Prince 
of Darkneſs endeavoured to extinguiſh, 
that ſo he migat turn this Day into 

Night, 


| 


——- 


( 131) 
Night, But {ti11. you will find that 
there was Light in oppoſition ro his 
Darkneſs. And when afterwards the 
Devil ftirred up Pelagius to allert the 
Free..ome of Mans Will, God raiſeth 
up Auguſtine to oppoſe bim, 

Onely what ſhall we ſay about the 
clole of the S:xth Century, when the 
botcomleſs Pit was opened, out of which 


there aroſe a [moak, as the ſmoak of a Rev.g. 2, 


great Furnace, inſomuch that rhe 
Sun and Air were darkened by realon 
of the Smoak. Where now was the 
Light ?. and where was the One Day 1n 
my Texz? Yea, and as the Centuries 
encreaſed, ſo did the Darkneſs, by a 
continual ſucceſſion and ſeries of Errors 
and Hercſics, for many Hundreds of 
years together, And you know what 
dark Lights the Schoolwen were in their 
Generations, who did rather obſcure 
than illuſtrate T beology. 


Theſe things are truez And a man 
had need of a greatdeal of knowledg in 
Church-Hiftory, and the Centmriators, 
ro give particular ſatisfaction in this 
point , and ic wouldalſo require a large: 
Diſcourſe. 

I ſhall therefore give you ſome general 

| : grounds 


Ls 


Mat.16.1$ 
28. laſt. 
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grounds of Proof, that ſtill the Light 
did run through the darkeſt Times. 

Firſt, Chriſt promiſed that the gates 
of Hell ſhould rever prevail againſt his 
Church, and thac he would be with ic 
tothe end of che World, 

Secondly, It is hcld by ſeveral Learn- 
ed and Orthadox, That the Sever 
Churches of Afia had their Anticypes, 
one after another , throughout the 
day of the Goſpel in my Text. And 
then, ſurely there was alwaies Lighc 
in the Candlcſticks, 

Thirdly, When Chriſt began to ſhew 

obn thi:igs ro come, the Firſt thing 
that he ſhewed him, was God ficting 
upon Ius Throne, with the Church 
round about Him, ard ſo deſcribed, as 
you know, Revel. 4. For in ſhewing 
Fohn th1ngs ro come, at ſogreat and vaſt 
4 Proſpet, God mujt needs ſhew him 
great and dreadful chings, as . He did 
under the Seals, Trumpets, and Vaals. 
And theretore at the very entrance of 
this Diſcovery, God ſecurech to Fob# 
the ſafe condition of the Church in all 
times, ard ler; him ſee that his Eye was 
fill -apon that, as ſtanding round abour 
his Throne encompaſled with ren thou- 
fand cimes ten thouſand of Angels, _ 


_ 


| anon the Church puts up her head in 
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ſo what ſights foever Fobn ſhould after- 
wards ſee, ne might be affured, thar 
the Church was ſafe encugh. For God 
is before, and- his Angels behind the 
Church. And hence it 15 that ever and 


ſuch and ſuch periodical times, and 
daies of danger and darkneſs in che 
Revelations, 

F ourthly, When God intended oreat 4- 
Mucarions in the World, He made pro. 
vifion for his Church and People; fo 
that the four Angels muſt noc hurc the 
Earth, nor the Sea, nor the Trees, till 
the Servants of God were ſcaled in cheirg ,... 2 
Foreheads; and the numbes of che ſcaled "OY 
was 144000. 

And when the four firſt Trumpets 
ſounded, though there followed al. 
waies a ſore judgment, yec till a chird | 
part e{caped - cm = one of them ; **-7- 
And with this agreeth that of Zech 
Two parts ſhall be cat off and die, Th — 
the third part ſhall be left therein. 

And when again the fifcb Trumpet 
ſounded, and the mouth ot the bottom- 
leſs Pir was opened, out of which 4 
dreadſul ſmoak aſcended, and Locuſts R 9.48 
out- of the ſmoax, they had. not power . .... 
to hurt the gals of the Earth, - nor any 


do 


Rev.1021, 
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green thing, nor any tree, but onely 
thoſe men, which had not the Seal of 


God in their forcheads, Rew. 9.4. 


Fifthly, It we come to the Sixth 
Trumpet, which began to found about 
the Year 1300, when the Otroman 
Power aroſe, which yet continueth to 
this day ; it was a very dark and diſmal 
time, yer not void of Light, For che 
Waidenſes and their Followers were up 
long before that time, and Wickiiffe 
aroſe ſomewhat abour the ſame, and 
(as I take it) Bernard, Afterwards 
Fohn Huſs and Hierome of Pragne. Buct 
ſeeing the time was ſo doletul, and thar 
it might well be admired, what was be- 
come of the Church, and where the 
Light was to be (een 3 our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt comech down trom Heaven, in 
the form of a mighty Angel, clothed 


-with a Cloud, and a Rainbow upon his 


Head, and bis Face ſhining as it were 
the Sun, For this was in the dark times 
of the Sixth Trumpet, when alchough 
Chriſt was much clouded to the World, 
and little of him ſeen, yet the Sun did 
ſhine through the Cloud, even in thoſe 
times ; for. he was mindful of his Co- 
venant, fgnified by che Rainbow. And 
morcover Chriſt had inhis Hand a little 
Book 
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Book open; ſo that there was ſome 
Light ſhining in thoſe very dark times; 
Sixthly, When Artichrifſt was at 
his greateſt height, a little beſore the 
Lighc ſo brake forch, that ſome Retor- 
mation began, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Lamb of God, appearcth ſtanding 
on Mount Zion, and with him an Hux- 
dred and forty four Thouſand, having 
his Fathers name written on their Fore- 
heads: ſhewing us, That Chriſt had 
his Church in the times of the greateſt 
Apoſtaſie, and that there was not 
wanting Light in Darkneſs, The. ſealed 
Number ( Rev. 7. ) ran thruugh (about) 
a thouſand years, and at laſt lifted up 
their heads upon Mount Zton. 
Seventhly, Suppoſe the riſe of Anti- 
chriſt ſhould commence (as it is appre- 
hended) between the fourth and fifth 
Centuries, you know the rife of the ewo 
Witneſſes contemporates therewith ; af- 
ter which they concinue their prophe. 
{ying, during One thouſand, two bug 
dred and ſixty Daies, a day pur for a 
year, And fo too, upon this account, 
the darkeſt Daies did not want the 
Light of the bleſſed and everlaſting Go- 
ſpel ; yea, ſo much Light, as co uphold 
the denomination of a Day, 


Buc 


Rev, 14-14 
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Bat fiance the Second fpring of ' the 
Goſpel, arifing from che Lighc intro. 
duced by Lather, Melanchton, and the 
Germans Theologues, it 1s viſible to the 
eyes of Advertfaries, how the Darkneſs 
hath declined, and the Light ſhined 
more and more to this very day, And 
thus 1 will be light and dark, light as 
to Truth, and dark as to Ignorance, 
Error, Hereſy, Idolatry, and Super- 
ſticion more ox leſs unto the very Evening 
of the Day, 

Secondly, In this day there 1s a mix- 
ture of Lizkt and Darkneſs in another 
reſpect , 212, Trouble mingled with 
Tranquillity, -and Perſecutzon with Li- 
berty, You know the ſad times under 
the Seals, by the rage of the Romaz 
om againſt Chriſtianity. Yet ſome 

bercy wasnow and then enjoyed, and 
filence in Heaven for halt an Hour. 
You have heard allo of the gArrias 
Perſecution under Conflantizs , Julian 
and Valens, yet all liberty was not de- 
ſtroyed. For though Perſecution and 
Liberty in their height are inconſiftent, 
as light and darkneſs, / the one ' 1n its 
height expels the other, yer there was 
an incerthange by the ſucccflion of one 
to che other (omerims, if not aninter- 
mixcure 
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mixture of both as to a moderate de- 
gree, For though Perſecutica and 
Liberty have not ſtood together in one 
and the ſame cime aud place in cheir 
hejght, yet as for the light of the Goſ- 
pel, and Truth thercof, thac bath ſome- 
times ſhined in ſhowres of Perſecution, 
like as we have now aud then ſeen the 
Sun to ſhine, and the Rain to fall at 
one and the ſame time, 

And thus you ſee how the Day of the 
Goſpel hath all atorg hitherto been in- 
termixed and interchanged with light 
and darkneſs, The light of Truch and 
the darknels of Errour, the light of Li- 
berty, and the darkneſs of Perſecution. 
And thus much for the chird Particul 
of the Point in hand. : 

Fourthly, This one day thus inter- 
mixed, is known to God, In ſome 
reſpets it is known to us, and hath 
been known to others before us, ( v:z.) 
that there is ſuch'a day , and thus inter. 
mixed'as aforeſaid. Bur it is known to 
God, fo as1t1s not kncews: to us. 

Firſt, It is known to him as the Efi- 
cient of it. As its ſaid of the Nacu- 


ral day, The days his, the night alſo P(41. 54.16 F 


* bis, be bath prepared the light of the 
Sun. And again, 1 form the Light, 
aad 
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| Jia 45:7- and create Darkneſs; I make Peace , aud 
| create Evil , I the Lord do all theſe 
things, Thus it is with this Goſpel. 

_ day; The Lord is the Former of it, who 
hath determined the times before ap. 
pointed, 

2. Secondly, This day 1s known to God, 
as being wholly in his power to order all 
things 11 1t after the Counſel of his .own 
will, He knew the end from the be. ' 
ginning, and what lyeth in the Womb 
of this day, from the Morning to the 
Evening of it. He knew what light, and 
what darkne(s there would be in every 
period of the day, whereas we xnow not 
what a day may bring forth 5 and little 
did we think a year ago what Light of 
Liberty we ſhould now enjoy, nor do 
we know what darkneſs of crouble and 
confuſion may arile again ere lonz, We 
look ſometimes for good, and lo, evil 
cometh, and we wait for Light, and 
there cometh darkneſs. For 1t 1s not for 

; Jo9.39-26 yi; to know the times and fealons, which 
EF as the Father hath pur in his own power, 
4 *I*7- We cannot make a Divine Almanack, 
and define what day ( in this great day) 
it ſhall be calm, 8 what day tempeſtuous, 
| what day it ſhall ſhine ; and what day 
WP rain, We know not the Ordinances of 
AB: Heaven, 
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e in the'Eerth-z we cannot life up onr voices 
- . to the Clouds, that abundance of Waters 
O _ may covertus ; neither do do-we kriow 
- the way where the | Light: dwelleth, and 

as for Darkneſs we know not the "place S . 
, thereof.” Known unto God are all : = 
[ things, ' © | by 


t * Thwdly, This day is known to God, 33 
' | inthe Hebrew Phraſe of knowmy, which Colon 
includerh' - alſo: | the afte&ions. And 7 bir ww 
thereſore this day is ſo; known. af the , wi 
Lord, that it is regarded'/and cared: for 5; ___— 
by him. : His Eyes are upon it;,. that Jun. | 
nothing falls out in it, bur by-his ſpecial 
Providence. And though darkneſs hath We 
ſonietimes ingreaſed, ar far prevailed '.z 7 
in this day, ye che Light'was never ex. * 
tinguiſhed, nor ever ſhall : He hath fill 
preſerved''a Lamp, as he did in che 
| Kingdom of "David, at the. loweſt- ebb 
thereof.” About one hundred: apd-fifty 
years ago, when darknels lay upan; the 
face of the Earth, preſently :God -coft- 
manded light to ſhine our of darkneſs, | 
| which bath continued and. encrealed 04 « . __Y Ss 
ro this vety day. TE 
Four thly, 'Tivus day 1s: known m_ es 
God,in reſpeR of che enhances EF 
WANG: we. ape DoF... 
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miſtakes have there been, about the time 
of Anrichriſt's ruine , - and as calling 
of the Jews ? 


' We know in the general , that this . 


Day ſhall have an Evening , and that in 
the Evening it ſhall be light : But when 
this Evening ſhall be, we know not 3 we 
cannot take the Lighr and the Darkneſs 
at the bound thereof, But God doth 
perfetly know the Epocha'sf the reign 
of the Beaſt, and his Number, 666. And 
chus this dayi is known tothe Loxd, and 


_ to the Lord only, - 
 Fifthly, In theevening of this day it . 
ſhall be light. 


Firſt then, What is this Evening 2 Ir 


35 the darkeſt part of this Day, chrough. 


out Which there, was ſilt more or leſs 
Darknels intermixed with Eight, . as you 
have heard , but 'now at the Evening- 
time there thall be more darkneſs than 
in any of the preceding parcs of the Day: 
How elſe were it an Evening? 


- But bow can it be, that the Evee- 
ing ſhould be ſo dark, and - that at 
Everingthge z ſhould be li ee? 


£ 
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. T+ In ſome reſpeRs it ſhall +be the $9/,:x. 
darkeſt part of the Day, for- ic wAll be 
a - time of yery fore Troubles, Wars, 
and rymors 'of Wars, and great Com- 
motions; For I cannor tell where to 
fx this” Evening, buc under che Sxxth 
Vial, which ſhal be poured out-upon che 
+ great River Eupbrates, T hat the waters gey.16.12 
Thereof may be dried np, and the way of 
- the Kings of Phe Eaſt prepared: In 
which words 1s held forch (as our beſt 
Lnterpreters hol) the converſion of, the 
Jews, Ar whart cime The three unclean 
Spirits , like Frogs, ſhalkggo out of the 
onth of the Dragon,and ont of the month 
k, theBeaſt, & ont of the mouth of the falſe 
' Prophet, which ggre the ſpirits of De- 
oils, working Miracles. and going forth 
to the Kings of the Earth , and of the 
whole World, to gather them ta the bat- 
i tel of the great Day of God Almighty. 
And that muſt needs be a very fad E- 
vening, eſpecially 1n reſpe& of crouble, 
| great oppofitions and-commorions, For 
there ſhall be as terrible Signs and Pre- I 
ſages \ fore-running the erection of the ,,..'. 
New-Feruſalem, as there were before , .c1x, 2 
the Deſtruction of che Old. Hinc ile 
Tenebre. But how then ſhall ic be light 
at this Evening cime. 
IE K 2 Second. 
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Secondly; Fn lome relpeR therefore, 
it ſhal#be th@moſt hghcſom part of the, 
Day hitherto,/And. indeed it will be the. 
light of theEvening, that will very,much. 
occaſion the Darkneſs of it 2. I mean the 
Light of ghe Truth, that ſhall chen ſhine 
forth, ſhall darken the Kingdom/'of che 
Beaſt, and cauſc his Followers. to gnaw 
Reve16-10 their very Tongues for pain, - For that 
is under the Fifch Vil; and if the 
Kingdom be full of Darkneſs, it muſt 
needs be that Chriſt's Kingdom. will 
then be full of Light, For the Wit- 
nefles will bagyicn long before the ef- 
tuſfton of the Fofeb and S1xth.Vials, and 
Antichriſt be. greatly conſumed witf 
the breath of Chriſts mayth, vx. in the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, And there- 
fore in this. relpeRt, ut muſt needs be a 
lightſorhe Evening, and a time of greater 
Light than ever ſhiued fince the daies of 
the Apoſtles, - | 
Thus you ſee what a time che Evening 
| ſhall be. . | 
But ſhall thi Evening then determine 
Que this Dy ſo that the ' An of the 


WM Fews ſhall become another Day ? 

” Anſw, © No ; But. as this Day is one and the 
4 ſame, and coniſtanc ro ic (elf, as we have 
”__ -  heaxd, ſoſhall che Dayofche Jews Con- 
* _ © *.Y verſion, 
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vetfion, "and che es following be one 
andehe fame day with this, .© Bur how ? 
Not in reſpe& of Light and Darkneſs 
incermixed, ſo as in the Day' before the , ©, ... 
Evening, bur in reſpe&t_.of' one and the 26. 
ſame Covenant, and way of Holy Ad. 3 Cor. 3. 
miniſtration Rill contitived : For che 1*- 7 0 
Ordinances now uſed ſhallhe continued ng 
tothe coming of Chrift, 


For it is obſervable : s 

Firſt, Thar this dark Time. is-not 
called, 7 be Evening ; but che: "away 
time , Ono: is adthſperaſcere, & , 
Nox efſe fdlet 3. At what time it begins 
to be Evening; or, to look like an 
Eveninp,. and che Sun cons to be {er- 
ting, kAndtherdfore  : ©» 

Sediy , Though 4c> is called an 26 
Evemng-temre, yet there isn@{Night.fatd 
' to follow it. Sal oronburt, "Nox nulla 
ſecuta eſt, 1c 18 tuchan "—_ where- 
in the Sun\ſetcech, and no-Night ſuc- 
ceedeth. Ic is true, One would little 
expect light in che Evening, eſpecially 
more light than 1n the Day befoe. Bute 
ſuch an Evening-cimeis his, afcer whuch 
(hineth che orearelt Light- thac ever was 
ſcew-fince the daies of Feſus Chritt. 
'  Youlce then whar+this Eyening is, 

#k. K 3 S:cod y, 
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Secondly ; What # that Light, that 
ſhall ſhine ſo glorionſly at the Evening- 
time ;*[þectally at the end of - ut ? 

An(w. It is the ſame in kind and qua- 
lity with that which ſhined before chis 
Evening-2ime, only it differeth in de- 
grees. For now the Light ſhall excel, 
and thar ſhall be fulfilled which was 
ſpoken by the Prophetz Ariſe, and 
ſhine, for thy Light « come, and the 
Glory of the Lord us riſen upon thee, 8c. 
Now (as I may ſay) the light of the 
Moore ſhall be as the light of the Sun ; 
and the light &f che Sun ſhall be ſeven- 
fold, as the light of ſeven Daies : Yea, 
The Sun ſhall be no more thy light by day, 
neither for brightneſs ſhall the Moon give 
light upto thee : but the Lord ſhall be nn- 
to thee an everlaſiing Light , ynd thy 
God thy glory, The Sun ſhall no more go 
down , neuther the Moon withdraw it 
ſelf, for the' Lord ſhall be thine everla- 
fling light. 


But whevein ſhall this Light conſiſt ? 

Firſt ; There ſhall be a great efluſion 
of the Sparic ; of God in thoſe times, 
whereof a Pledge was given in the 
Morning of this Goſpel-day. © 7t: ſhall 
come to paſs in the laſt daies, that 1 will 


, 
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Pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, And 
Mc like we fiad 4n the words following 
ay Text; And it ſhall be in that Day, | 
that living Waters ſhall go out from Fern. 
| falem, - And hey Is Ar the Pra 
Spirir of God with his Gifts and Graces, 3+ 38,39. 
compared to living Waters, And theſe E**.47. 

I take to be the ge with Exntiel's wa. ** 
ters, which roſe at laſt to a very great 
depth. + sf 

* Secondly, Hence it followeth, That 
there will be a very great lighe of 
Knowledg in this Day, {0 that there 
thall not be ſo much need, as now there 
is, for one-to teach. another ; ſaying, 
K»ow the Lord, for they ſhall all know 
him from the leaſt to the greateſt, And 
that ſhall be the time eſpecially, when Iſai. 2x. 9. ' 
The Earth ſhgll be full of the knowledg of | 
God, 4s the Waters cover the Sta. 

Thirdly, This Light of Knowledg EL 
ſhall have a great mfluence into the 
Hearts and Lives of Men, who fhall 
(1 ſhine eminencly in Holineſs; inlomuch 


2. 


that the inſcription upon the Foge-head 
of che High- Prieſt fhall then.be puc up- 
onthe bells of the, Horſes, and the very 
Pots in Fer#ſalem and Fudab ſhall be 
Holineſs to the Lord; Even Carters, 


Cooks, and Kitchin-Maids. ſhalk then 
: K 4 PE thing 
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ſhine in purity of life, and.chere ſhall 
be na more the Canaente un the Houle 
the Lord of Hoſts. | 
Fowrthly, That Day (hall ſhine wich 
the Light of Peace, Tranquyllicy, and 
Joy, for. theſe go cogerher,, Eſth. 8,16. 
Swords ſhall theo be turned incoPlough- 
ſhares, and Spears vg Pruning-hooks ; 
Nation ſhall not lift up {word againſt, Na- 
tion , wether ſhall they learn War any 


207 6. | | 

Fifthly, In that Day there ſhall be 
the Light of Comfort ; for this will fol- 
Jow neceſiarily fromall che former , and 
the Conſolation will be-bath External 
and Internal, viz. When the Spirit of 
God, che. Comforter, ſhall be poured 
out {o. plencifully, and when: the Spirit 
ſhall have his Day,* as the Father and 
the Son had theirs. © And when Know- 
ledge,Holineſs, and Peace ſhall. abound 
-on the. Earth; when Turk and Pope, 
and all chat oppoſe the Kingdom of 
:Chriſt ſhall be deftroyed,,;;and Satan 
'boundwand contined ro the bottomleſs 
Pir, during the Thonſavd years, I lay, 
This muſt needs be a very comfortable 
-rinie, Great then (hall be the peace of 
. Zfons Children; 'when God ſhall make 


k 4 her an EQcrnal Excellency, . and 2..30y I 
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of many Generations ,; when yialencg 
ſhall ao ſhore be heard inher Lang, 
waſting, and deſtruQtion . within - hex 
Borders z., but men ſhall calf her Wills, 
Salvation ; and her Gates, :Praiſe.; and 
when 'they ſhall cowe and Gng in: the 
heighr of Zzon, and ſhall flow together 
to the goodneſs of the Lord, Who ſhall 
turn theformer Mourning of his Peo- 
ple into Joy, and comfort. them, and 
cauſe them to rejoice  fram theix 
ſorrow, _- For they ſhall' come to Zyon 
with Songs, and everlaſting Joy upgn 
their Heads, they ſhall obrain joy and 
gladneſs, and: ſorrow and - fighing ſhall 
flee away.  .* ww 1 

And chus you ſce the Light that ſhall 
be at the Evening.time, and the. No- 
Grine cleared in the ſeveral parts of at ; 
the #ſes whereof now. follow. 


SÞ 


Firf, What hath been here faid an. 
ſ{wererh chat Challenge of the Papsſts 3 
Where was your Church befors the Dayes 
of Luther ? We anſwer, Where the 
Light was, For though great Dark- 
nels was iutroduced by. Antichriſt for 
many years before the breaking out of 
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he Light nt che daies of Lpther, yet 
ending cron alwaies | mixtare of 
Light" in the obſcureft times, and there 
the true Church hath been, There have 
been Witnefles to the Truth ever fince 
'the riſe of the May of Sin, and their 
teſtimony wicneſfleth to the true Churh, 
diſtin from Ancichriſt, in that it wit- 
neſſech co the Light wheraſſhe true 
Church hath alwaies dwelt, which 
Church ftill profeſſed againſt the Addi. 
tions and Fmpoſitions of che Man of Sin, 
hacing and iboitnting his Idolatraus 
Corruptions and Superſtitions Inventi- 
ons, and-held to the Faith and Truth of 
the Goſpel. And as this Church, like 
the Light, did ſtill bear: witneſs co it 
ſelf : - So did che continual oppoſition 
made againſt theLight and Truch pro- 
feſſed, bear witneſs to the fame. And 
own remit the Papiſis to their 


own ficions 'and' perſecutions , for 
an Anſwer co their Challenge. Yea, . 
- and his crue Church hath been viſible ar 
all times to them that are of the Light, 
( For what can men in darkneſs ſee? ) 
The Day, you hear, hath been one all 
along, and therefore the Sun did never 
ſer in it, and the Light hath ſtill bech, 
* Index ſui & tericbraram, on 
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(149) Os 
both of ic ſelf and of darkneſs. All. [4 
things that are reproved (or diſcovered) - 
are made manifeſt by che Light: For *® © 3 


And* therefore the true Church hath 
alwaies ſeen both her ſelf and the fate 
Charch ; but the falſe (wanting Light) 
could never fee the true, 


Uſe 2. k 
The Do&rige may ſerve to ſhew us Uſe 2, * ? 
the parallel berween the Day of the b 
Goſpel, aud rhe Day of chem that do 
proteſs it, which is alſo intermaxed wath 
Light and Darkneſs, ſo thar it 1s neither 
Day nor Night. For, | 
Firſt, There is Knowlgdg mingled IJ 
with {gnoranice, and Truth 'with Er- 
rour, even in the beſt of God's Chil. 
dren, who know but in part, and pro- "1 
pheſie.in part, till that which iperfelt, * =" 'Þ Þ 


| - "I g,19-I. 
in another world, « come. ” 


For now 
we ſee through a glaſs darkly, but then 
face to fare; now we hnow in part, 0h 

then (hall we know, even as we art 
kwown,. Thus ic is, and thus it will be, 
eill oar Sun is ſer, and then it will be. 


perfect light, vi he. 4 
2, There i alſo Trouble mingled 
— - with 


es *tayn) 
7 Cor 6. with Tranquillicy, Adverfity with Pro» 
bee: I9. Tea » Light of inward: Peace and 
Comfort with / nward © -Doubes - and 

: Darkneſs, Avhiles welve hefte below. 


Uſe 3 


| ſe 3. We arc ſhewed ; 'That' the darkeſt 
L time of the Goſpel- Day 1s'yet to come. 
+ © For that cime$to be expeted in che 
2 Evening , which is the darkeſt part, of 
- © . all the Day, Only cis Darkneſs will 
wy” nor be cat vimcdions in reſpe&- of the 
withdrawing of rhe Light of Truth, 
duc of the: Light of Peaceand Tranquil- 
Hy :. For/at the! Evening vf cus Day, 
Men ſhall look wato the Eafth, -and be- 
hold'Troubls;/ and Darknels, and Dim- - 
neſs of 'Angaiſh. Ard this will 1m- 
** mediarly precede the Converſion of che 
B*.-- .- Jews ehrough che mean of Twrk 
Luc t- v1» 0d Pipe, > 
© *Forrhis will be che time when the 
 Kings'ot the Earch, and of the, whole 
*workd (hyll-be gathered rogecher rothe 
'bartle of the great Day of God Almigh- 
| Joes 0ty. Ar what /time' Men thalf beat their 
A Plough-ſhares 3nto $ words, ard ther 
books into Spears. 


(15+) 

But 2484 that will be the darkeſt 
parc of the Day, ye we mult ex- 
pet gloomy times rill chen , though 
with. intermized beams of Light, where- 
in God will Rill be ſetting this over againſt 
thac,” tothe-:end+ that'-Men ſhould find 
nothing after him. Aud, thus God 
will Chequer out the. Gaſpel..Cayztill thar 
be fulfilled which is hid by. the Pro- 


pher Iſaiab, - eAriſe, ſhine, for' thy Light Iſa, 66.11 


# come, qnd the glory of the Lord 15 
riſen upon thee.” And iceing the day 4 
{horineth,, and- the-, (ſhadows +of. the 
Eveuing begin «<0 be ſtrerghed. out ,, let 
us expect no more-Dayes of Tranqullicy 
and Peace , 'buc Wars, and ramours of 
Wari, Nation lifting uy Sword-againſt 
Nation, and learning of War , the con» 
fuſed noiſe of Batcle, and Garmentcs rol- 
led in blcod ;; For the Manf%po n the 
ied Horle is ne forth, to ok POW = 
er 15 given tO rake Peace from che Eatth; - 
and nearer the Evening till the darker, 
That which concerns us, is to bein a 
Poſture of Hmamiliation and Pr 
neſs , tor the reception of theſe dark 
Diſpenſarions. Here ,is the Faith and 
Patience of the Saints. - ,, + 
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. 4th Uſe. 


Let what hath been ſaid be for Exhor- 
* tation. | 
Firſt,*To pray for the Converhion of 
God*s ancient people, the Seed of Abra- 
bars, Iſaac, and Faceb , for whoſe ſakes 
they are beloved. Till when, the Day 
ſhall nor be'clear nor dark, bur then che 
EE. : Suv ſhall no more godown, nor the Moon 
5 T{a:60. 19,9;thdraw it (lf, .bat the Lord ſhall be an 
b- P everlatting Light, & the dajes of mourng 
 Ifa-62.6,7-4ng be ended. 1 hertore bold not your peace 
# day nor night, ue that are the Lord's Re- 
- mumbrancers, keep not ſilence , and pive 
I | birw no-veſt, till be eſtabliſh, and till be 
make Feruſalam a praiſe in the Earth, 
* Secondly, Though you want © the 
Light” of Peace, be thankful and im- 
prove the Light of Truth. For it is a 
of mercy+that we have this part of the Light, 
Pj though we want the .other 3 and of ;the 
ewo, it itis farthe better, ſeeing we 
{hou parc with Peace for Truch , 'buc 
M0 nor with/Truch for Peace. | 
+ - The Text faith, Ir ſhall come to paſs 
Sx that day, thet the Light fhall not be 
clear nor dark ; or ( as atter the Origi. 
nal) not be precio nor thickneſs, which 
a *  ſheweth 
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ſheweth us, that the Lighe of- Truth is 
recious, and though that of Peace is 
o. Itkewiſe, yet noc of equal value x 
for Chriſt came not to ſend Peace-on the 
| Earth, but the Sword, by the publica- 
tion' of the Truth; which was of ſo 
great: eſteem with Him, that He bore 
witneſs to it to the Death, even when 
He witneſſed a good Confeſſion before 
Pennus Pate concerning the truch of his 
Kingly Power and Government, which 
| he Apottle adjurech us toattend, as of 
great moment, though Pate ſlighted ir, 
ſaying, het « Trath ? For he did 
| Not propound chat queſtion for: ſatif- 

faction, tn* that he ? aa." for an 
anſwer, but ſhewed thereby, that he 
looked upon truth, and particularly 
| that truth, concerning the Kingly Po 
* wer and Government of Chriſt, as Z 
pittiful Cauſe whereon to hazard the 
Life of Chriſt, 

Oh- ! Thee Truth there confeſſed by 
Chriſt, 1s a precious Truth, a very great 
Truth, and the Foundation of many 
Truths , which Chriſt ſealed” with his 
Blood, which therefore we are adjured 
inthe fight of God, who quickeneth all 
things , and' before Jeſus Chriſt, who 
before Pontins Pilate _— good 
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- Let's then L the Trath, andrhis 
Truch, Md tirove _— 


2 Fbindly , Seeing this Goſpel: dba is not 
equally ligheſome inkll the periods of it; 
how thankful ſhould we be, char we 
were bort-in # Time and Phace of Fight? 
For great was the Darkneſs,” and lirrle 
ne 5 Light , about $:x or Seven: ſcore 

ars paſt, ' when Englagd lay under 
& Datknek of Antichriſttan Tgnotance; 
fince when, -it hath been turned from 
the Valley of the ſhadow of Dzath, in- 
to a Valley 'of Viſion. This heighten= 
eh the adorn of the Land we live in, 
for the enjoyment of ſo great a mercy, 
as no -other Nation” this day hath cn- 
Joyed the like, <fpccially as to the clear- 
nels of the Light chat hath ſhined in it. 
And though i' will not be —_ 
wich oucward peace, yet it will tiot' 


. want inward; xf we keep *Cloſe to rhe 


Light, and live up to it in this our 
Day. 


Pomthly,) /ThisDay being thus inrer- 


[oder avith Light and Darkneſs; Sow 
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tus not wonder, nor be offended; that 
chere are ſuch varietics of Perſuaſions, 
differing one from another, and there. 
foxe all of them cannot be of the Lighc, 
whatever is pyetended by them thac do 
profeſs unto them ; bur the Light hach 
influence upon-ſome of them, and Dark- 
neſs upon ſome other. So that Ged's 
Heritage is unto him as a ſpeckled Bird, 
which the Birds fly round abour againſt 
her : But however let usnot fly ons 
againſt another, leſt we fly againſt our 
ſelves, whiles; we have our ſeveral fea- 
thers and colours in this one Bird ; bur 
let us bear with one another as to par. 
ticular Light aud Darkneſs, ſo long as 
we are all enlightened with the ſaving 
Knowledg of the Truth. 

We ought not indeed to be Sceptichs 
in Religion, but every one to be per- 
ſwaded in his own mind, yet in ſome 
things peradyenture thou art in the 
Light, and I am in the Dark ; in' 0- 
thers, the Day perhaps thineith unto 
me; and not to thee. Let us yield to 
the Diſpenſation of the Day, and keep 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond ot 
Peace ; and if in any thing we are dit- 
ferently minded, God ſhall reveal even 


thit wwto 1: Neveribeleſs, whereuno 
L Fe 
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"Phil i. 3oIFs We hevs already attiintd , Yet us __ | 


the ſame rule, let us mind be [ame thin 

For thus there are ſome 'in the Viſit 

Charch, who are be-miſted, whkery. O- 
thers are enlightened, anU'yer all agree 
mn Fundamentals, 'who ought to live'in 
Unity, and che Scronget to- exercile 
Charity towards the Weaker z 'thar 
God,. who hath begun ro elighten chem 
in other things, will. acquainr- them in 
due time with thoſe Truths, whereof at 
preſent 'they are ignoratit : For ir-is 


God alone who revealeth the Light-unto- 


us. ' And He thar-formeth the Light, 
and createth Darkneſs, may in Tom? 
things make it Day to one min, and 
nighr ro another. We are all '( who 


truly fear the Lord) Children of the 


Light, and of the- Day, and'' not of 
the' Night, nor of Darkneſs, as to our 
Gates, yer as to particular apprehenfions 
in Truchs of an infertour nature, 1t'may 


be Day to one 8 Night to another: And: 


thus jc will be till che Evening -cometh, 


" Zech 14-9. but then there ſhall be one hart, and 


oe Way, one Lord, and bis Nawt one. 
Rſe 5. FF 


Dy Whar hath been held: ford; 
407 - aduniniſtrech 
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this Goſpel-Day #s known to the Lord, 
from the Mormng to the Evening of TH 
He knoweth” the Light + and alſo the 
Darkneſs, and who are in the one, and 
who in the other, and how tar. And 
therefore He :knoweth what 1s done by 
the Children ' of che Night to- introduce 
Darkneſs, and to: obſcure the Day of 
the Golpel, For the Day 1s his, and 
the Nizhe is his, He formeth Light and 
Datkneſs, and therefore. he - ordereth 
the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
world , that no more either of -Izno- 
rance; Error, Herefie, Superſticion, 
and Idolatry on the one (ide or of Tri- 
bulation, Perſecution, and hoſtrle Op+ 
poſition to the Truth and Peace on the 
other , ſhall prevaile turther- than He 
hath determined, And whatſoever He 
hath appointed to be the portion of this 
Day, as to the darkening of it, ye it 
is our Comfort, that the Day is known 
to the Lord, and that He will have a 
care of it.' For he ſceeth che Dxtrknels as 


os 1 OPT. 
admimflreth 4 word of Comfort, 'That 
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Ignorance , Error 
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178) 
larry ,. and likewiſe of Affliction and 
Periecuzion in it, in times of Pagan, 
Arrias, or Antichriſtian oppoſition. 
And his care of this Day 15 no leſs to- 
wards the Evening of it, nor hus love to 
£0 it, & abilitie to ſee to 1t,any leſs than 
in the Moraing,or Noon of it. He that 
laid, / have ſeen, I have ſeen the gAf- 
flultion of wy People which are in Egypt, 
and have heard their cry, by reaſon of 
their Tajk-maſters ; for I know their ſor- 
rows ; knows all the Sorrows and Suf- 
ſerings of his People in this Hour of the 
Goſpet-day, Ir: was a very dark Night 
with Iſrael in Egypt, when God ſpake 
theſe words to Moſes; for then was ful- 
filled in the Truch, what was fignified 
to Abrabaw in the Type, when ag hor- 
rour of great Darknets fell upon him. 
And yet, I have ſeen, I have ſeen, and 
I know, faith the Lord, in the midſt of 
that horrnd Darkneſs. 

And cheaefore however the Day 
prove, and Clouds and darkneſs ariſe, 
as perhaps they may do , marvel not at 
che matcer ,. for he that is higher than 
the higheſt regardech, - Men and Devils 
maybe: high, but -God. is higher, yea, 


© Sigher chan che higheſt, whichis a de- 
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gree above the Superlative, God hath a TY 
care of his Church and Goſpel ,8 of ſuch | 
as Preach it,and profeſs it,only it is our 
duty to be humbled for the fins of Chur. 
ches, Miniſters, Profeflors, which may 
otherwiſe the more darken and imbitcer 
the Day that we are now entring into, 
which calleth us to Prayer , Humiliati. 
| on, Mourning,and Reformation, where-= 
in if God affiſt us, it ſhall be well in 
the end; and though weeping may en- 
dure for atime, yet joy cometh in the even- 
ng. For it ſhall come to paſs, that «t 
Evening-time ut ſhall be Light, 


